
Divine Authority

Lesson 7
The Nature of The Church of 

Christ
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What We Have Learned In The 
Previous Lesson

Silence of God is not permissive but 
restrictive
The only way we can know anything about 
God’s will is if He reveals it to us
In both Old and New Testaments, examples 
show going beyond His silence is disaster
Many churches of Christ, like 
denominations, have ignored the silence of 
God and followed what is not right
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Why Much Disagreement Among 
Churches of Christ?

• Wrong thinking about the nature of the 
Lord’s church

• Wrong ideas always lead to wrong 
practices
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For Example, John Calvin

• His wrong thinking about man not having 
free will

• All born in sin
• Infant baptism acceptable
• God must save people by overpowering 

their will
• Once saved, always saved
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Wrong Thinking About Church Has 
Produced

• Roman Catholic Church
• Many Protestant denominations
• Unauthorized practices among churches 

of Christ
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Purposes of This Lesson

• Understand what the Lord’s church is and 
what it is not

• Understand differences between the 
universal and local church

• Remind ourselves that wrong thinking 
most often produces wrong practices
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The Nature of The Church of 
Christ

What is the Lord’s church?
Misconceptions about the church of Christ
Differences between universal church and a 
local church
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Church

• Greek “ekklesia” which is combining of two 
Greek words, “ek” meaning “out” and 
“kaleo” meaning “to call out”

• A group of people that had been called out 
of a certain place or relationship into 
another place or relationship 

• “ekklesia” is a collective noun describing a 
group of similar members
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Church

Greeks used “ekklesia” to refer to an 
assembly of citizens (male property owners) 
from a city who were called out to transact 
the public business of the city. 
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Church

• When referring to Christ’s “ekklesia”, we 
mean that group (assembly) of people who 
are called out of the world by the gospel 
and become distinguished from people in 
the world as they display obedient faith in 
Christ

• In short, the “ekklesia” of Christ is that 
group of people who belong to Christ and 
are loyal to Him
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Church

His church is not an institution but a 
collection of people from all nations that 
come to Him on the same terms of 
obedience to the gospel and remain faithful 
to Him by following the same teaching, the 
teaching of His apostles. 
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Church

ACT 2:41 So then, those who had received 
his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about three thousand souls.
ACT 2:42 They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.
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Church

ACT 2:47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord was adding 
to their number day by day those who were 
being saved.
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Church

• When they were forgiven, they were not 
added to a specific local church nor were 
they added to a denomination (a group of 
local churches that act as one)

• When they obeyed the gospel, they joined 
themselves to Christ who added them to 
that one assembly (church) of individuals 
who had obeyed the gospel and received 
forgiveness from the Lord
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Church

Gal 3:26  For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 
Gal 3:27  For all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. 
ACT 2:47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord was adding 
to their number day by day those who were 
being saved.
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Church

• When speaking of Jesus’ church in 
general, it means His assembly of saved 
people.

• No individual can be saved unless Christ 
has added him to His body, His church, 
His assembly of called out people. 
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Church

EPH 5:22 ¶ Wives, be subject to your own 
husbands, as to the Lord.
EPH 5:23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife, as Christ also is the head of the 
church, He Himself being the Savior of the 
body.
EPH 5:24 But as the church is subject to 
Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their 
husbands in everything.
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Word Church In New Testament

The assembly of Christ111

Worldly assemblies3

Nation of Israel1

Meaning# Times Used
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Church = Nation of Israel

ACT 7:38  "This is the one who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness together with 
the angel who was speaking to him on 
Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; 
and he received living oracles to pass on to 
you.
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Church = Worldly Assembly

ACT 19:32 So then, some were shouting 
one thing and some another, for the 
assembly was in confusion and the majority 
did not know for what reason they had come 
together. 
ACT 19:39  "But if you want anything 
beyond this, it shall be settled in the lawful 
assembly.
ACT 19:41 After saying this he dismissed 
the assembly.
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Church = Christ’s Assembly

• Universal, total number of saved 
individuals in the world

• Local, a specific group of saved individuals 
who agree to worship and work together 
as Christ commands

• Not referring to either universal or local
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Universal Church

EPH 1:22 And He put all things in subjection 
under His feet, and gave Him as head over 
all things to the church,
EPH 1:23 which is His body, the fullness of 
Him who fills all in all.
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Local Church

1CO 1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus 
Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,
1CO 1:2 ¶ To the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to those who have been sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all 
who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:
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Not Universal or Local

ACT 8:3 But Saul began ravaging the 
church, entering house after house, and 
dragging off men and women, he would put 
them in prison.
ACT 9:31 ¶ So the church throughout all 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed 
peace, being built up; and going on in the 
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.
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Misconceptions About The Church 
Of Christ

Building view
Catholic view
Protestant view
Institutional Church of Christ view
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Building View
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Building View Is Wrong Because…

EPH 2:19 So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints, and are of God's 
household,
EPH 2:20 having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,
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Building View Is Wrong Because…

EPH 2:21 in whom the whole building, being 
fitted together, is growing into a holy temple 
in the Lord,
EPH 2:22 in whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
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Catholic View

• Universal organization composed of local 
congregations 

• Universal organization has an earthly 
head, the Pope
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Catholic View Is Wrong Because…

• Individual Christians are the members of 
the universal church not local churches

• Elders only authorized to have rule over a 
local church
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Catholic View Is Wrong Because…

1CO 12:12 ¶ For even as the body is one 
and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are 
many, are one body, so also is Christ.
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Catholic View Is Wrong Because…

1CO 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
1CO 12:14 ¶ For the body is not one 
member, but many.

36

Catholic View Is Wrong Because…

ACT 20:28  "Be on guard for yourselves and 
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood.
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Protestant View

• Universal organization composed of 
denominations

• Denomination is a group of local churches 
that work together as “one”

• Result is a body of bodies
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Protestant View Is Wrong 
Because…

• Universal church composed of individual 
Christians

• No authority for a group of denominations
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Protestant View Is Wrong 
Because…

1CO 12:12 ¶ For even as the body is one 
and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are 
many, are one body, so also is Christ.
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Protestant View Is Wrong 
Because…

1CO 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
1CO 12:14 ¶ For the body is not one 
member, but many.
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Protestant View Is Wrong 
Because…

JOH 15:5  "I am the vine, you are the 
branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, 
he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you 
can do nothing.
JOH 15:6  "If anyone does not abide in Me, 
he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; 
and they gather them, and cast them into 
the fire and they are burned.
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Institutional Church of Christ View

• Universal organization composed of local 
churches

• These local churches work together as 
“one” through either human institutions or 
sponsoring churches
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Institutional Church of Christ View 
Is Wrong Because…

• Individual Christians are the members of 
the universal church not local churches

• Elders only authorized to have rule over a 
local church

• Brethren violate same principles Roman 
Catholic Church violates
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Institutional Church of Christ View 
Is Wrong Because…

1CO 12:12 ¶ For even as the body is one 
and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are 
many, are one body, so also is Christ.
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Institutional Church of Christ View 
Is Wrong Because…

1CO 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
1CO 12:14 ¶ For the body is not one 
member, but many.
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Institutional Church of Christ View 
Is Wrong Because…

ACT 20:28  "Be on guard for yourselves and 
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood.
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We Call This Error Institutionalism

• Viewing universal church as a working 
institution composed of local churches

• Local churches centralize their work of 
evangelism, benevolence and edification

• Centralization done through either human 
institutions or sponsoring churches
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Differences Between Universal 
Church And A Local Church

Entry
Effect of death
Necessity of joining
Origin
Number

Acceptance
Assembling
Collective Work
Oversight
Treasury
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Entry

• We are added by the Lord to His universal 
church

• We must voluntarily join ourselves to a 
local church

56

Entry

ACT 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.
ACT 2:47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord was adding 
to their number day by day those who were 
being saved.
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Entry

GAL 3:26 For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus.
GAL 3:27 For all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.
1CO 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
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Entry

ACT 9:26 ¶ When he came to Jerusalem, he 
was trying to associate with the disciples; 
but they were all afraid of him, not believing 
that he was a disciple.
ACT 9:27 But Barnabas took hold of him 
and brought him to the apostles and 
described to them how he had seen the Lord 
on the road, and that He had talked to him, 
and how at Damascus he had spoken out 
boldly in the name of Jesus.
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Entry

ACT 9:28 And he was with them, moving 
about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out 
boldly in the name of the Lord.
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Effect of Death

• Death ends our local church connection
• Our universal church connection continues 

after death



61

Effect of Death

1TH 4:15 For this we say to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep.
1TH 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet of God, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first.
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Effect of Death

1TH 4:17 Then we who are alive and remain 
will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
shall always be with the Lord.
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Necessity of Joining

• At times, we may not be connected to any 
local church

• If we are faithful, we are always members 
of His universal church
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Necessity of Joining

ACT 8:36 As they went along the road they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
"Look! Water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?"
ACT 8:37 [And Philip said, "If you believe 
with all your heart, you may." And he 
answered and said, "I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God."]
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Necessity of Joining

ACT 8:38 And he ordered the chariot to 
stop; and they both went down into the 
water, Philip as well as the eunuch, and he 
baptized him.
ACT 8:39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, 
but went on his way rejoicing.
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Necessity of Joining

ACT 9:26 ¶ When he came to Jerusalem, he 
was trying to associate with the disciples; 
but they were all afraid of him, not believing 
that he was a disciple.
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Origin

• Universal church started by Jesus Himself 
through His apostles

• Local churches started by Christians 
seeking to follow the New Testament
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Origin

ACT 2:41 So then, those who had received 
his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about three thousand souls.
ACT 2:42 They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.
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Number

• One universal church
• Many local churches
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Number

EPH 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as also you were called in one hope of 
your calling;
EPH 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
EPH 4:6 one God and Father of all who is 
over all and through all and in all.
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Number

ROM 16:16 Greet one another with a holy 
kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.
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Acceptance

• Only Lord knows those who are faithful
• Local church may accept unrighteous 
• Local churches may reject righteous
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Acceptance

2TI 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of 
God stands, having this seal, "The Lord 
knows those who are His," and, "Everyone 
who names the name of the Lord is to 
abstain from wickedness."
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Acceptance

REV 3:3 'So remember what you have 
received and heard; and keep it, and repent. 
Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come 
like a thief, and you will not know at what 
hour I will come to you.
REV 3:4 'But you have a few people in 
Sardis who have not soiled their garments; 
and they will walk with Me in white, for they 
are worthy.
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Acceptance

1CO 5:1 It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and immorality of 
such a kind as does not exist even among 
the Gentiles, that someone has his father's 
wife.
1CO 5:2 You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that the one 
who had done this deed would be removed 
from your midst.
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Acceptance

1CO 5:3 ¶ For I, on my part, though absent 
in body but present in spirit, have already 
judged him who has so committed this, as 
though I were present.
1CO 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, 
when you are assembled, and I with you in 
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus,
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Acceptance

1CO 5:5 I have decided to deliver such a 
one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus.
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Acceptance

3JO 1:9 ¶ I wrote something to the church; 
but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among 
them, does not accept what we say.
3JO 1:10 For this reason, if I come, I will call 
attention to his deeds which he does, 
unjustly accusing us with wicked words; and 
not satisfied with this, he himself does not 
receive the brethren, either, and he forbids 
those who desire to do so and puts them out 
of the church.
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Acceptance

3JO 1:11 ¶ Beloved, do not imitate what is 
evil, but what is good. The one who does 
good is of God; the one who does evil has 
not seen God.
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Assembling

• Universal church never assembles on 
earth in one place and at one time

• Christians assemble together as a local 
church
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Assembling

HEB 10:24 and let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds,
HEB 10:25 not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all 
the more as you see the day drawing near.
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Collective Work

• Universal church has no collective work
• Universal church works as individual 

saints obey the Lord
• A local church has collective work – work 

that must be agreed upon together, funded 
and overseen by elders

• No Scripture for collective work to be done 
through local churches combining together 
under some centralized oversight to work 
together as “one”
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Collective Work

ACT 8:4 ¶ Therefore, those who had been 
scattered went about preaching the word.
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Collective Work

COL 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks through Him to God the Father.
COL 3:18 ¶ Wives, be subject to your 
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
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Collective Work

COL 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do 
not be embittered against them.
COL 3:20 Children, be obedient to your 
parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing 
to the Lord.
COL 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children, so that they will not lose heart.
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Collective Work

ACT 20:7 ¶ On the first day of the week, 
when we were gathered together to break 
bread, Paul began talking to them, intending 
to leave the next day, and he prolonged his 
message until midnight.
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Oversight

• Universal church has no earthly overseers 
to make decisions about its work

• A local church’s work is overseen by 
qualified elders

• Their rule restricted to the local level
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Oversight

ACT 14:23 When they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, having prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.
PHI 1:1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of 
Christ Jesus, ¶ To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the 
overseers and deacons:
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Oversight

ACT 20:28  "Be on guard for yourselves and 
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood.
1Pe 5:2  shepherd the flock of God among 
you, exercising oversight not under 
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the 
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with 
eagerness; 90

Treasury

• Universal church has no treasury to fund 
any collective work

• A local church is commanded to fund its 
God-given collective work of evangelism, 
benevolence and edification

• Local work funded by free-will offerings 
from members on first day of week



91

Treasury

1CO 16:1 Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I directed the churches of 
Galatia, so do you also.
1CO 16:2 On the first day of every week 
each one of you is to put aside and save, as 
he may prosper, so that no collections be 
made when I come.
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What We Have Learned In This 
Lesson

The Lord’s church is an assembly of 
individuals who are called out by the gospel 
to obedience to Christ
Universal church – all Christians in the world
Local church – Christians working and 
worshipping together in a given place
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What We Have Learned In this 
Lesson

Misconceptions about the Lord’s church
Building view
Catholic view
Protestant view
Institutional Church of Christ view
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What We Have Learned In This 
Lesson

Entry
Effect of death
Necessity of joining
Origin
Number

Acceptance
Assembling
Collective Work
Oversight
Treasury

Differences Between Universal And Local church


