Why Do Christians Fall Away
From Jesus - A Case Study Of
Peter

Learning from Peter's example so
we can stop our spiritual decline

Introduction

» Much rejoicing when someone is baptized
into Christ

* Grieved when, all of a sudden, same
person falls away from the Lord

* Perplexed because we had no idea their
faith was weakening along with their
commitment to the Lord

* Personal apostasy gradual process that
occurs over time

Introduction

* In Peter, we learn how this process of
falling away unfolds

« Study should lead us to reflect on our own
relationship with the Lord in case we may
be declining spiritually

« Notice contrast between Peter's two
statements

Introduction

Mat 16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Mar 14:71 But he began to curse and
swear, "l do not know this man you are
talking about!"

Introduction

« Since this happened to Peter, can it
happen to me?

« How did it happen and how can we
prevent it from happening to us?
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Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

Mat 16:15 He *said to them, "But who do
you say that | am?"

Mat 16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Mat 16:17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed
are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and

blood did not reveal this to you, but My
Father who is in heaven.

Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

Mat 16:18 "I also say to you that you are
Peter, and upon this rock | will build My
church; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it.

Mat 16:19 "I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind
on earth shall have been bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall have
been loosed in heaven."

Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

« Ironically at one of Peter’s finest moments,
the seeds of apostasy were sown

* Peter expresses great faith in Jesus but
also expresses a lack of faith

« Jesus praises Peter for his faith

Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

Mat 16:20 Then He warned the disciples
that they should tell no one that He was the
Christ.

Mat 16:21 From that time Jesus began to
show His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised up on the third day.
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Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

+ Jesus warns His disciples not to proclaim
Him as the Christ

» Jesus foretells His suffering, death and
resurrection
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Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

Mat 16:22 Peter took Him aside and began
to rebuke Him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord!
This shall never happen to You."

Mat 16:23 But He turned and said to Peter,
"Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block to Me; for you are not setting your
mind on God's interests, but man's."
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Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

Mat 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples,
"If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must
deny himself, and take up his cross and
follow Me.

Mat 16:25 "For whoever wishes to save his
life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for
My sake will find it.
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Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

Mat 16:26 "For what will it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?

Or what will a man give in exchange for his

soul?
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Beginning Of Peter’s Fall

« Jesus warns Peter of disloyalty and calls
the disciples to subject their will to His

« Peter had no trouble accepting a glorious
King but he rejected a suffering Savior
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Peter's Gradual Decline

* Begin with Peter raising his interests and
desires above the Lord's

* His progressive decline continues until he
openly denies the Lord

* Apostasy does not occur overnight
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Boastfulness

Mar 14:27 And Jesus *said to them, "You
will all fall away, because it is written, 'l WILL
STRIKE DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND
THE SHEEP SHALL BE SCATTERED.'

Mar 14:28 "But after | have been raised, |
will go ahead of you to Galilee."

Mar 14:29 But Peter said to Him, "Even
though all may fall away, yet | will not."
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Boastfulness

Mar 14:30 And Jesus *said to him, "Truly |
say to you, that this very night, before a
rooster crows twice, you yourself will deny
Me three times."

Mar 14:31 But Peter kept saying insistently,
"Even if | have to die with You, I will not
deny You!" And they all were saying the
same thing also.
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Prayerlessness

Mar 14:37 And He *came and *found them
sleeping, and *said to Peter, "Simon, are
you asleep? Could you not keep watch for
one hour?

Mar 14:38 "Keep watching and praying that
you may not come into temptation; the spirit
is willing, but the flesh is weak."
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Zeal Without Knowledge

Mar 14:47 But one of those who stood by
drew his sword, and struck the slave of the
high priest and cut off his ear.

Mat 26:52 Then Jesus *said to him, "Put
your sword back into its place; for all those
who take up the sword shall perish by the
sword.
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Zeal Without Knowledge

Mat 26:53 "Or do you think that | cannot
appeal to My Father, and He will at once put
at My disposal more than twelve legions of
angels?

Mat 26:54 "How then will the Scriptures be
fulfilled, which say that it must happen this
way?"
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Fear, Shame And Worldliness

Mar 14:54 Peter had followed Him at a
distance, right into the courtyard of the high
priest; and he was sitting with the officers
and warming himself at the fire.
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The Fall Completed

Mar 14:66 As Peter was below in the
courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the

high priest *came,

Mar 14:67 and seeing Peter warming
himself, she looked at him and *said, "You
also were with Jesus the Nazarene."

Mar 14:68 But he denied it, saying, "I
neither know nor understand what you are
talking about." And he went out onto the
porch. 23

The Fall Completed

Mar 14:69 The servant-girl saw him, and
began once more to say to the bystanders,
"This is one of them!"

Mar 14:70 But again he denied it. And after
a little while the bystanders were again
saying to Peter, "Surely you are one of
them, for you are a Galilean too."

Mar 14:71 But he began to curse and
swear, "l do not know this man you are
talking about!" 24




This Can Happen To Us

* Like Peter, we can choose to depart from
following Jesus in one particular area

+ Could be relating to our job, marriage, the
local church or any trial in life

 We just don’'t want to accept and submit to
our Lord as He demands

« Over time obedient faith replaced by
boastfulness, prayerlessness, misguided

zeal, fear, shame and worldliness
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This Can Happen To Us

* Our drifting and isolation from other
brethren finally results in a complete
abandonment of faith, forsaking our Lord
and His service

« But thankfully, Peter, and we, can be
restored back to the Lord if we are willing
to turn from our stubborn way and bend to
His way
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Peter's Restoration

Luk 22:31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan
has demanded permission to sift you like
wheat;

Luk 22:32 but | have prayed for you, that
your faith may not fail; and you, when once
you have turned again, strengthen your
brothers."
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Peter's Restoration

Luk 22:33 But he said to Him, "Lord, with
You | am ready to go both to prison and to
death!"

Luk 22:34 And He said, "I say to you, Peter,
the rooster will not crow today until you have
denied three times that you know Me."
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Peter's Restoration

Mar 14:72 Immediately a rooster crowed a
second time. And Peter remembered how
Jesus had made the remark to him, "Before
a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me
three times." And he began to weep.
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Peter's Restoration

Joh 21:18 "Truly, truly, | say to you, when
you were younger, you used to gird yourself
and walk wherever you wished; but when
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands
and someone else will gird you, and bring
you where you do not wish to go."

Joh 21:19 Now this He said, signifying by
what kind of death he would glorify God.
And when He had spoken this, He *said to
him, "Follow Me!" 30




Peter's Restoration

2Pe 1:12 Therefore, | will always be ready
to remind you of these things, even though
you already know them, and have been
established in the truth which is present with
you.

2Pe 1:13 | consider it right, as long as | am
in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way
of reminder,
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Peter's Restoration

2Pe 1:14 knowing that the laying aside of
my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.
2Pe 1:15 And | will also be diligent that at
any time after my departure you will be able
to call these things to mind.
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Some Things To Consider

 What things are preventing us from fully
committing ourselves to the Lord?

* Are we seeking to encourage others
before they turn from the Lord?

» Do we realize that our trials are for our
strengthening rather than for our
destruction?

* Do we want to be restored back to the

Lord?
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Be Restored Back To The Lord

1Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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