
How Did God Harden 
Pharaoh’s Heart?

2

How Did God Harden Pharaoh's 
Heart?

• In Exodus we read of God hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart

• But how did He do it?

• Was Pharaoh born with a hardened heart?

• Did God miraculously harden his heart?

• How does he harden the hearts of people 
today?

• Are we able to choose to either obey or 
disobey the Word of God?
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God Promised To Give Israel The Land 
of Canaan

Gen 12:1  Now the LORD said to Abram, 
"Go forth from your country, And from your 
relatives And from your father's house, To 
the land which I will show you; 

Gen 12:2  And I will make you a great 
nation, And I will bless you, And make your 
name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 
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God Promised To Give Israel The Land 
of Canaan

Gen 12:3  And I will bless those who bless 
you, And the one who curses you I will 
curse. And in you all the families of the earth 
will be blessed." 

Gen 12:7  The LORD appeared to Abram 
and said, "To your descendants I will give 
this land." So he built an altar there to the 
LORD who had appeared to him. 
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God Brought Israel To Egypt But 
Promised Judgment and Deliverance

Gen 15:13  God said to Abram, "Know for 
certain that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, where 
they will be enslaved and oppressed four 
hundred years. 

Gen 15:14  "But I will also judge the nation 
whom they will serve, and afterward they will 
come out with many possessions. 
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God Brought Israel To Egypt But 
Promised Judgment and Deliverance

Gen 15:15  "As for you, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you will be buried at a 
good old age. 

Gen 15:16  "Then in the fourth generation 
they will return here, for the iniquity of the 
Amorite is not yet complete." 
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God Brought Israel To Egypt But 
Promised Judgment and Deliverance

Gen 50:20  "As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good in 
order to bring about this present result, to 
preserve many people alive. 

Gen 50:24  Joseph said to his brothers, "I 
am about to die, but God will surely take 
care of you and bring you up from this land 
to the land which He promised on oath to 
Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob." 
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God Brought Israel To Egypt But 
Promised Judgment and Deliverance

Gen 50:25  Then Joseph made the sons of 
Israel swear, saying, "God will surely take 
care of you, and you shall carry my bones 
up from here." 

Exo 1:5  All the persons who came from the 
loins of Jacob were seventy in number, but 
Joseph was already in Egypt. 

Exo 1:6  Joseph died, and all his brothers 
and all that generation. 
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God Brought Israel To Egypt But 
Promised Judgment and Deliverance

Exo 1:7  But the sons of Israel were fruitful 
and increased greatly, and multiplied, and 
became exceedingly mighty, so that the land 
was filled with them. 

Exo 1:8  Now a new king arose over Egypt, 
who did not know Joseph. 

Exo 1:14  and they made their lives bitter 
with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at 
all kinds of labor in the field, all their labors 
which they rigorously imposed on them. 10

God Brought Israel To Egypt But 
Promised Judgment and Deliverance

Exo 1:16  and he said, "When you are 
helping the Hebrew women to give birth and 
see them upon the birthstool, if it is a son, 
then you shall put him to death; but if it is a 
daughter, then she shall live." 

Exo 1:17  But the midwives feared God, and 
did not do as the king of Egypt had 
commanded them, but let the boys live.
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God Brought Israel To Egypt But 
Promised Judgment and Deliverance

Exo 3:9  "Now, behold, the cry of the sons of 
Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have 
seen the oppression with which the 
Egyptians are oppressing them. 

Exo 3:10  "Therefore, come now, and I will 
send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring 
My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt." 
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But Pharaoh’s Heart Was 
Hardened

Exo 7:3  "But I will harden Pharaoh's heart 
that I may multiply My signs and My 
wonders in the land of Egypt. 

Exo 7:22  But the magicians of Egypt did the 
same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh's 
heart was hardened, and he did not listen to 
them, as the LORD had said. 

Exo 8:15  But when Pharaoh saw that there 
was relief, he hardened his heart and did not 
listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
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What Is The Heart?

• The heart is the center of our thinking, 
desires and will

• Thinking includes what we believe

• Desires include our affections, attitudes 
and emotions

• Will includes our purposes, intentions and 
actions either obeying or rebelling against 
God

14

What Is The Heart?

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is living and 
active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the division of 
soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 
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What Is The Heart?

Mat 6:19  "Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 

Mat 6:20  "But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys, and where thieves do not 
break in or steal; 

Mat 6:21  for where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 16

What Is The Heart?

Rom 6:17  But thanks be to God that though 
you were slaves of sin, you became 
obedient from the heart to that form of 
teaching to which you were committed, 

2Co 9:7  Each one must do just as he has 
purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 
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What Does It Mean To Have A 
Hardened Heart

Eph 4:17  So this I say, and affirm together 
with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as 
the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their 
mind, 

Eph 4:18  being darkened in their 
understanding, excluded from the life of God 
because of the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the hardness of their heart; 
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What Does It Mean To Have A 
Hardened Heart

Eph 4:19  and they, having become callous, 
have given themselves over to sensuality for 
the practice of every kind of impurity with 
greediness. 
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What Does It Mean To Have A 
Hardened Heart

1. Closed mind

2. Selfish desires

3. Seared conscience

4. Stubborn will
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God Said He Would Harden 
Pharaoh’s Heart

Exo 7:1  Then the LORD said to Moses, 
"See, I make you as God to Pharaoh, and 
your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 

Exo 7:2  "You shall speak all that I command 
you, and your brother Aaron shall speak to 
Pharaoh that he let the sons of Israel go out 
of his land. 

Exo 7:3  "But I will harden Pharaoh's heart 
that I may multiply My signs and My 
wonders in the land of Egypt. 
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How Did God Harden Pharaoh’s 
Heart?

1. Did He decide before creation, He would 
create some to serve Him and others to 
disobey Him?

2. Did He miraculously do something to 
prevent Pharaoh from understanding and 
obeying His Word?

3. Or, along with several other factors, did 
He make demands of Pharaoh that he 
was unwilling to obey?
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God Made Demands On Pharaoh 
That He Was Unwilling To Obey

Exo 4:21  The LORD said to Moses, "When 
you go back to Egypt see that you perform 
before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have 
put in your power; but I will harden his heart 
so that he will not let the people go. 

Exo 4:22  "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 
'Thus says the LORD, "Israel is My son, My 
firstborn. 
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God Made Demands On Pharaoh 
That He Was Unwilling To Obey

Exo 4:23  "So I said to you, 'Let My son go 
that he may serve Me'; but you have refused 
to let him go. Behold, I will kill your son, your 
firstborn."'" 

Exo 5:2  But Pharaoh said, "Who is the 
LORD that I should obey His voice to let 
Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and 
besides, I will not let Israel go." 
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God Makes Demands On Us Today 
That We Are Unwilling To Obey

Rom 9:18  So then He has mercy on whom 
He desires, and He hardens whom He 
desires. 

When we repeatedly refuse to obey the 
demands of God, the harder our hearts 
become
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God Makes Demands On Us Today 
That We Are Unwilling To Obey

2Co 2:15  For we are a fragrance of Christ 
to God among those who are being saved 
and among those who are perishing; 

2Co 2:16  to the one an aroma from death to 
death, to the other an aroma from life to life. 
And who is adequate for these things? 

2Co 2:17  For we are not like many, 
peddling the word of God, but as from 
sincerity, but as from God, we speak in 
Christ in the sight of God. 26

God Makes Demands On Us Today 
That We Are Unwilling To Obey

Mat 13:15  FOR THE HEART OF THIS 
PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH 
THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, 
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES, 
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH 
THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, 
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART 
AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL 
THEM.' 
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How Did God Harden Pharaoh’s 
Heart?

1. God made demands on Pharaoh that he 
was unwilling to obey
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How Does God Harden Our 
Hearts Today?

1. God makes demands on us today that 
we are unwilling to obey
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Soften Your Hearts To The Gospel 
Today To Be Saved

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 

Act 2:36  "Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 
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Soften Your Hearts To The Gospel 
Today To Be Saved

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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Soften Your Hearts To The Gospel Today 
And Be Restored Back To The Lord

Act 8:20  But Peter said to him, "May your 
silver perish with you, because you thought 
you could obtain the gift of God with money! 

Act 8:21  "You have no part or portion in this 
matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

Act 8:22  "Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, 
if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 
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How Did God Harden Pharaoh's 
Heart?

• The heart is the center of our thinking, 
desires and will

• The hardened heart is when one has a 
closed mind, selfish desires, seared 
conscience and a stubborn will toward 
God’s Word

• How did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?

• How does He harden our hearts today?
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How Did God Harden Pharaoh’s 
Heart?

1. God made demands on Pharaoh that he 
was unwilling to obey
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How Does God Harden Our 
Hearts Today?

1. God makes demands on us today that 
we are unwilling to obey
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The Magicians Hardened 
Pharaoh’s Heart

Exo 7:10  So Moses and Aaron came to 
Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the 
LORD had commanded; and Aaron threw 
his staff down before Pharaoh and his 
servants, and it became a serpent. 

Exo 7:11  Then Pharaoh also called for the
wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, 
the magicians of Egypt, did the same with 
their secret arts. 
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The Magicians Hardened 
Pharaoh’s Heart

Exo 7:12  For each one threw down his staff 
and they turned into serpents. But Aaron's 
staff swallowed up their staffs. 

Exo 7:13  Yet Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, and he did not listen to them, as 
the LORD had said. 
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The Magicians Hardened 
Pharaoh’s Heart

Exo 7:20  So Moses and Aaron did even as 
the LORD had commanded. And he lifted up 
the staff and struck the water that was in the 
Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight 
of his servants, and all the water that was in 
the Nile was turned to blood. 
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The Magicians Hardened 
Pharaoh’s Heart

Exo 7:21  The fish that were in the Nile died, 
and the Nile became foul, so that the 
Egyptians could not drink water from the 
Nile. And the blood was through all the land 
of Egypt. 

Exo 7:22  But the magicians of Egypt did the 
same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh's 
heart was hardened, and he did not listen to 
them, as the LORD had said. 
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Religious Magicians Twist The 
Word To Deceive People Today
1Ti 4:1  But the Spirit explicitly says that in 
later times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons, 

1Ti 4:2  by means of the hypocrisy of liars 
seared in their own conscience as with a 
branding iron, 
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Religious Magicians Twist The 
Word To Deceive People Today
1Ti 4:3  men who forbid marriage and 
advocate abstaining from foods which God 
has created to be gratefully shared in by 
those who believe and know the truth. 
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Example 1 Word “For” Means 
Because of

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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If So Jesus’ Sacrifice Was Because 
We Are Already Forgiven

Mat 26:28  for this is My blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for 
forgiveness of sins. 
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Example 2 Word “Psallo” (Making Melody) 
Means We Can Play Musical Instruments

Eph 5:19  speaking to one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody with your heart to the Lord; 
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Example 3 We Can Never Be 
Lost After Once Being Saved

Joh 10:27  "My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me; 

Joh 10:28  and I give eternal life to them, 
and they will never perish; and no one will 
snatch them out of My hand. 

Joh 10:29  "My Father, who has given them
to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able 
to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 
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We Can Be Lost After Once 
Being Saved

Gal 5:3  And I testify again to every man 
who receives circumcision, that he is under 
obligation to keep the whole Law. 

Gal 5:4  You have been severed from Christ, 
you who are seeking to be justified by law; 
you have fallen from grace. 
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Example 4 Among Our Brethren 
Divorce Not Really Divorce

Mat 19:9  "And I say to you, whoever 
divorces his wife, except for immorality, and 
marries another woman commits adultery." 

Mat 5:32  but I say to you that everyone who 
divorces his wife, except for the reason of 
unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery. 
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Example 4 Among Our Brethren 
Divorce Not Really Divorce

Luk 16:18  "Everyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery, and 
he who marries one who is divorced from a 
husband commits adultery. 
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Why Do People Believe These 
Religious Magicians?

2Th 2:10  and with all the deception of 
wickedness for those who perish, because 
they did not receive the love of the truth so 
as to be saved. 

2Th 2:11  For this reason God will send 
upon them a deluding influence so that they 
will believe what is false, 

2Th 2:12  in order that they all may be 
judged who did not believe the truth, but 
took pleasure in wickedness. 
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We Must Examine the Scriptures 
To Avoid Believing Error

Act 17:11  Now these were more noble-
minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so. 

Gal 1:8  But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to what we have preached to you, 
he is to be accursed! 
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Denying God’s Power and Mercy Pharaoh 
Hardened His Heard Beyond Repair

Exo 8:8  Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron and said, "Entreat the LORD that He 
remove the frogs from me and from my 
people; and I will let the people go, that they 
may sacrifice to the LORD." 

Exo 8:15  But when Pharaoh saw that there 
was relief, he hardened his heart and did not 
listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
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Denying God’s Power and Mercy Pharaoh 
Hardened His Heard Beyond Repair

Exo 8:28  Pharaoh said, "I will let you go, 
that you may sacrifice to the LORD your 
God in the wilderness; only you shall not go 
very far away. Make supplication for me." 

Exo 8:31  The LORD did as Moses asked, 
and removed the swarms of flies from 
Pharaoh, from his servants and from his 
people; not one remained. 

Exo 8:32  But Pharaoh hardened his heart 
this time also, and he did not let the people 
go. 52

Denying God’s Power and Mercy Pharaoh 
Hardened His Heard Beyond Repair

Exo 12:30  Pharaoh arose in the night, he 
and all his servants and all the Egyptians, 
and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 
was no home where there was not someone 
dead. 

Exo 12:31  Then he called for Moses and 
Aaron at night and said, "Rise up, get out 
from among my people, both you and the 
sons of Israel; and go, worship the LORD, 
as you have said. 
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Denying God’s Power and Mercy Pharaoh 
Hardened His Heard Beyond Repair

Exo 14:28  The waters returned and covered 
the chariots and the horsemen, even 
Pharaoh's entire army that had gone into the 
sea after them; not even one of them 
remained. 

Pro 29:1  A man who hardens his neck after 
much reproof Will suddenly be broken 
beyond remedy
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Denying God’s Power And Mercy We Can 
Harden Our Hearts Beyond Repair

Rom 2:4  Or do you think lightly of the riches 
of His kindness and tolerance and patience, 
not knowing that the kindness of God leads 
you to repentance? 

Rom 2:5  But because of your stubbornness 
and unrepentant heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 
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Denying God’s Power And Mercy We Can 
Harden Our Hearts Beyond Repair

Jas 4:14  Yet you do not know what your life 
will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor 
that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes away. 

Heb 6:6  and then have fallen away, it is 
impossible to renew them again to 
repentance, since they again crucify to 
themselves the Son of God and put Him to 
open shame. 
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Denying God’s Power And Mercy We Can 
Harden Our Hearts Beyond Repair

Heb 3:12  Take care, brethren, that there not 
be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart that falls away from the living God. 

Heb 3:13  But encourage one another day 
after day, as long as it is still called "Today," 
so that none of you will be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 
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Denying God’s Power And Mercy We Can 
Harden Our Hearts Beyond Repair

Heb 3:14  For we have become partakers of 
Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our 
assurance firm until the end, 

Heb 3:15  while it is said, "TODAY IF YOU 
HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN 
YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY 
PROVOKED ME." 
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How Did God Harden Pharaoh’s 
Heart?

1. God made demands on Pharaoh that he 
was unwilling to obey

2. The magicians hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart

3. Denying God’s power and mercy 
Pharaoh hardened his heard beyond 
repair
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How Does God Harden Our 
Hearts Today?

1. God makes demands on us today that 
we are unwilling to obey

2. Religious magicians twist the Word to 
deceive people today

3. Denying God’s power and mercy we can 
harden our hearts beyond repair
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Soften Your Hearts To The Gospel 
Today To Be Saved

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 

Act 2:36  "Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 
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Soften Your Hearts To The Gospel 
Today To Be Saved

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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Soften Your Hearts To The Gospel Today 
And Be Restored Back To The Lord

Act 8:20  But Peter said to him, "May your 
silver perish with you, because you thought 
you could obtain the gift of God with money! 

Act 8:21  "You have no part or portion in this 
matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

Act 8:22  "Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, 
if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 


