
Jesus’ Parable of The Two 
Sons

Only those who obey God’s will 
will be in His kingdom
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Introduction

• A parable is an earthly story designed to 
teach a spiritual lesson through a 
comparison

• Many parables focused on the nature of 
the kingdom of God, its King and its 
citizens

• Today, Jesus’ church is the visible 
manifestation of His kingdom
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Introduction

• Many of Jesus’ parables were responses 
to individuals or groups that opposed Him

• His parable of the two sons is the first of 
three parables He spoke in response to 
the religious leaders who challenged His 
authority to teach in the Temple

• The other two parable were the wicked 
vine-growers and the marriage feast

• This Temple challenge occurred in the last 
week of Jesus’ earthly life 4

Introduction

• Although they pretended to be concerned 
about Divine authority, they openly 
rebelled against the teaching of John the 
Baptist and Jesus

• In contrast, the tax collectors and 
prostitutes repented of their sins and 
obeyed God’s will submitting to the 
baptism taught by John the Baptist
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Introduction

• The main point of the parable of the two 
sons is that we must do the will of God 
which He has commanded us if we are 
going to be in His kingdom

• Simply saying we are doing His will while 
rebelling against it continually will cause 
us to be lost

• Even if we initially have rebelled against 
God and then humbly repent and obey His 
will, He will forgive and accept us 6

Jesus’ Parable of The Two 
Sons

1. Background

2. The parable

3. Applications
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Religious Leaders Challenge Jesus’
Authority To Teach In The Temple

Mat 21:23  When He entered the temple, the 
chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to Him while He was teaching, and 
said, "By what authority are You doing these 
things, and who gave You this authority?" 
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Jesus’ Response – Is John’s Baptism 
From Heaven or From Men?

Mat 21:24  Jesus said to them, "I will also 
ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I will 
also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 

Mat 21:25  "The baptism of John was from 
what source, from heaven or from men?" 
And they began reasoning among 
themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From 
heaven,' He will say to us, 'Then why did 
you not believe him?' 
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Their Evil Reasoning Cowardly 
Response and Jesus’ Answer

Mat 21:25  "The baptism of John was from 
what source, from heaven or from men?" 
And they began reasoning among 
themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From 
heaven,' He will say to us, 'Then why did 
you not believe him?' 

Mat 21:26  "But if we say, 'From men,' we 
fear the people; for they all regard John as a 
prophet." 
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Their Evil Reasoning Cowardly 
Response and Jesus’ Answer

Mat 21:27  And answering Jesus, they said, 
"We do not know." He also said to them, 
"Neither will I tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 
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The Parable of The Two Sons

Mat 21:28  "But what do you think? A man 
had two sons, and he came to the first and 
said, 'Son, go work today in the vineyard.' 

Mat 21:29  "And he answered, 'I will not'; but 
afterward he regretted it and went. 

Mat 21:30  "The man came to the second 
and said the same thing; and he answered, 
'I will, sir'; but he did not go. 
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Jesus Explains The Point of The 
Parable of The Two Sons

Mat 21:31  "Which of the two did the will of 
his father?" They *said, "The first." Jesus 
*said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax 
collectors and prostitutes will get into the 
kingdom of God before you. 
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Jesus Explains The Point of The 
Parable of The Two Sons

Mat 21:32  "For John came to you in the way 
of righteousness and you did not believe 
him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did 
believe him; and you, seeing this, did not 
even feel remorse afterward so as to believe 
him. 
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Only Those Who Obey God’s 
Will Will Be In His Kingdom

Mat 7:21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father who is in heaven will enter. 

Mat 7:22  "Many will say to Me on that day, 
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
name, and in Your name cast out demons, 
and in Your name perform many miracles?' 

15

Only Those Who Obey God’s 
Will Will Be In His Kingdom

Mat 7:23  "And then I will declare to them, 'I 
never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU 
WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 
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Only Those Who Obey God’s 
Will Will Be In His Kingdom

Heb 5:8  Although He was a Son, He 
learned obedience from the things which He 
suffered. 

Heb 5:9  And having been made perfect, He 
became to all those who obey Him the 
source of eternal salvation, 
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Only Those Who Obey God’s 
Will Will Be In His Kingdom

Rom 6:17  But thanks be to God that though 
you were slaves of sin, you became 
obedient from the heart to that form of 
teaching to which you were committed, 

Rom 6:18  and having been freed from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness. 
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Only Those Who Obey God’s 
Will Will Be In His Kingdom

Rom 6:3  Or do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into His death? 

Rom 6:4  Therefore we have been buried 
with Him through baptism into death, so that 
as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life. 
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Only Those Who Obey God’s 
Will Will Be In His Kingdom

Mat 28:18  And Jesus came up and spoke to 
them, saying, "All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth. 

Mat 28:19  "Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, 

Mat 28:20  teaching them to observe all that 
I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." 20

Saying We Are Obedient To God 
While Rebelling Will Not Save Us

Luk 6:46  "Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
and do not do what I say? 

Joh 14:15  "If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments. 
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Saying We Are Obedient To God 
While Rebelling Will Not Save Us

Jas 1:22  But prove yourselves doers of the 
word, and not merely hearers who delude 
themselves. 

Jas 1:23  For if anyone is a hearer of the 
word and not a doer, he is like a man who 
looks at his natural face in a mirror; 
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Saying We Are Obedient To God 
While Rebelling Will Not Save Us

Jas 1:24  for once he has looked at himself 
and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was. 

Jas 1:25  But one who looks intently at the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by 
it, not having become a forgetful hearer but 
an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in 
what he does. 
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

• Like the religious leaders in Jesus’ day, 
many modern religious leaders profess 
they do God’s will while disobeying it

• Sadly many follow their deceptive and 
rebellious teachings

• For example they teach they are saved by 
the sinner’s prayer which is not in the New 
Testament
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

• And, they deny we must believe, repent, 
confess Jesus as the Son of God and be 
baptized (immersed in water) for 
forgiveness of our sins to be saved

• Others, even in churches of Christ, profess 
they follow the apostles’ teaching while 
they practice denominational ideas such 
as making recreation and entertainment 
works of a local church
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

• Whoever we are, to be like the first son in 
Jesus’ parable, we must humbly repent, 
change our minds, about our disobedience 
and humbly obey His will, the gospel 
teaching as written in the New Testament

• It is better to go against lawless religious 
leaders than against the Lord Jesus 
Christ!
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

Act 2:36  "Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Act 8:35  Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning from this Scripture he preached 
Jesus to him. 
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

Act 8:36  As they went along the road they 
came to some water; and the eunuch *said, 
"Look! Water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?" 

Act 8:37  [And Philip said, "If you believe 
with all your heart, you may." And he 
answered and said, "I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God."] 
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

Act 8:38  And he ordered the chariot to stop; 
and they both went down into the water, 
Philip as well as the eunuch, and he 
baptized him. 
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Humble Repentance Leading To 
Obedience Required For Salvation

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 

1Ti 5:16  If any woman who is a believer has 
dependent widows, she must assist them 
and the church must not be burdened, so 
that it may assist those who are widows 
indeed. 


