
Solving Conflicts Between 
Brethren
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Individual Christian Liberties
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Solving Conflicts Between 
Brethren

• It’s inevitable that various types of conflicts 
will occur between Christians

• To solve them, we must first accurately 
identify the type of conflict

• Then, we must learn and apply the 
Scriptural solution the Lord designed to 
solve the particular conflict

• By doing this, we can live in harmony with 
one another as the Lord desires
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Types of Conflicts That Occur 
Between Brethren

1. Individual Christian liberties

2. Relationships with other Christians that 
might involve sin

3. Doctrine
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Individual Christian Liberties

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

• Nature of these conflicts is found mainly in 
Romans 14

• Many wrongly teach the conflicts in 
Romans 14 refer to Christians differing on 
essential doctrinal issues, what the New 
Testament either commands or forbids

• Therefore, they conclude it is acceptable 
to God for us to differ in doctrine
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Conflicts In Romans 14 Are Not 
About Essential Doctrine

1Co 1:10  Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 

1Co 1:11  For I have been informed 
concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's 
people, that there are quarrels among you. 
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Conflicts In Romans 14 Are Not 
About Essential Doctrine

1Co 1:12  Now I mean this, that each one of 
you is saying, "I am of Paul," and "I of 
Apollos," and "I of Cephas," and "I of Christ." 

1Co 1:13  Has Christ been divided? Paul 
was not crucified for you, was he? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul? 
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Conflicts In Romans 14 Are Not 
About Essential Doctrine

Tit 1:9  holding fast the faithful word which is 
in accordance with the teaching, so that he 
will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine 
and to refute those who contradict. 

Tit 1:10  For there are many rebellious men, 
empty talkers and deceivers, especially 
those of the circumcision, 
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Conflicts In Romans 14 Are Not 
About Essential Doctrine

Tit 1:11  who must be silenced because they 
are upsetting whole families, teaching things 
they should not teach for the sake of sordid 
gain. 
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Examples of Essential Doctrines 
Not Found In Romans 14

1. Instrumental music and other 
perversions of worship

2. Marriage, divorce and remarriage

3. Perversions of the nature, organization 
and work of the local church

4. Second coming of Christ and the 
resurrection

5. Deity of Christ
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

• The conflicts in Romans 14 are over 
individual Christian liberties, matters 
where God has given us the freedom to 
choose to do or not do something without 
any sin being involved

• If we act by faith in God with a clear 
conscience, then God gives us freedom to 
act in opposite ways and still please Him

• Faith then in Romans 14 refers to using 
our Christian liberties in differing ways 12

Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

• Therefore, in Romans 14 we are not 
required to be unified in the choices that 
we make in these matters of indifference, 
things that are optional

• However, God does give conditions to 
follow so we do not exercise our liberties 
in a sinful manner and disrupt unity

• There are no local church actions being 
considered in Romans 14
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

Rom 14:2  One person has faith that he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only.

Rom 14:5  One person regards one day 
above another, another regards every day 
alike. Each person must be fully convinced 
in his own mind. 
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

Rom 14:6  He who observes the day, 
observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, 
does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to 
God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he 
does not eat, and gives thanks to God. 

Rom 14:14  I know and am convinced in the 
Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; 
but to him who thinks anything to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean. 
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

Rom 14:17  for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Rom 14:20  Do not tear down the work of 
God for the sake of food. All things indeed 
are clean, but they are evil for the man who 
eats and gives offense. 
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

Rom 14:22  The faith which you have, have 
as your own conviction before God. Happy 
is he who does not condemn himself in what 
he approves. 

Rom 14:23  But he who doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because his eating is
not from faith; and whatever is not from faith 
is sin. 
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Examples of Christian Liberties 
In Romans 14

Food – eat certain meats or not

Days – observe days or not observe days

Wine (not alcoholic) – drink or not drink

Whether a Christian has permissive or 
restrictive beliefs in these areas makes no 
difference to God, does not involve sin
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Examples of Things Optional 
Today In Romans 14

Food – eat certain meats or not

Days – observe privately certain days in 
some way such as remembering your 
Christian birthday

Clothing – Wearing a suit and tie on Sunday 
or not doing so

Whether a Christian has permissive or 
restrictive beliefs in these areas makes no 
difference to God, does not involve sin
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Elevate Christian Liberties To 
Mandatory Doctrine

Gal 4:10  You observe days and months and 
seasons and years. 

Gal 4:11  I fear for you, that perhaps I have 
labored over you in vain. 

20

Elevate Christian Liberties To 
Mandatory Doctrine

1Ti 4:1  But the Spirit explicitly says that in 
later times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons, 

1Ti 4:2  by means of the hypocrisy of liars 
seared in their own conscience as with a 
branding iron, 
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Elevate Christian Liberties To 
Mandatory Doctrine

1Ti 4:3  men who forbid marriage and 
advocate abstaining from foods which God 
has created to be gratefully shared in by 
those who believe and know the truth. 

1Ti 4:4  For everything created by God is 
good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with gratitude; 

1Ti 4:5  for it is sanctified by means of the 
word of God and prayer. 
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Maintain Fellowship With Those 
Teaching Contradictory Doctrines

1Co 1:10  Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment.

Gal 1:8  But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to what we have preached to you, 
he is to be accursed! 
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Maintain Fellowship With Those 
Teaching Contradictory Doctrines

2Jn 1:9  Anyone who goes too far and does 
not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 
have God; the one who abides in the 
teaching, he has both the Father and the 
Son. 

2Jn 1:10  If anyone comes to you and does 
not bring this teaching, do not receive him 
into your house, and do not give him a 
greeting; 
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Maintain Fellowship With Those 
Teaching Contradictory Doctrines

2Jn 1:11  for the one who gives him a 
greeting participates in his evil deeds. 
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Failure To Judge Immoral 
Conduct of Christians

1Co 5:1  It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and immorality of 
such a kind as does not exist even among 
the Gentiles, that someone has his father's 
wife. 

1Co 5:2  You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that the one 
who had done this deed would be removed 
from your midst. 
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Failure To Judge Immoral 
Conduct of Christians

1Co 5:3  For I, on my part, though absent in 
body but present in spirit, have already 
judged him who has so committed this, as 
though I were present. 

1Co 5:4  In the name of our Lord Jesus, 
when you are assembled, and I with you in 
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 
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Failure To Judge Immoral 
Conduct of Christians

1Co 5:5  I have decided to deliver such a 
one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 

1Co 5:9  I wrote you in my letter not to 
associate with immoral people; 

1Co 5:10  I did not at all mean with the 
immoral people of this world, or with the 
covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for 
then you would have to go out of the world. 28

Failure To Judge Immoral 
Conduct of Christians

1Co 5:11  But actually, I wrote to you not to 
associate with any so-called brother if he is 
an immoral person, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a 
swindler--not even to eat with such a one. 

1Co 5:12  For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Do you not judge those who are 
within the church?
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Reject Sinful Solutions

1. Elevate Christian liberties to mandatory 
doctrine

2. Maintain fellowship with those teaching 
contradictory doctrines

3. Failure to judge immoral conduct of 
Christians
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Individual Christian Liberties

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Solving Conflicts Between 
Brethren

• It’s inevitable that various types of conflicts 
will occur between Christians

• To solve them, we must first accurately 
identify the type of conflict

• Then, we must learn and apply the 
Scriptural solution the Lord designed to 
solve the particular conflict

• By doing this, we can live in harmony with 
one another as the Lord desires
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Types of Conflicts That Occur 
Between Brethren

1. Individual Christian liberties

2. Relationships with other Christians that 
might involve sin

3. Doctrine
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Individual Christian Liberties

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

• The conflicts in Romans 14 are over 
individual Christian liberties, matters 
where God has given us the freedom to 
choose to do or not do something without 
any sin being involved

• If we act by faith in God with a clear 
conscience, then God gives us freedom to 
act in opposite ways and still please Him

• Faith then in Romans 14 refers to using 
our Christian liberties in differing ways
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Conflicts About Individual 
Christian Liberties

• Therefore, in Romans 14 we are not 
required to be unified in the choices that 
we make in these matters of indifference, 
things that are optional

• However, God does give conditions to 
follow so we do not exercise our liberties 
in a sinful manner and disrupt unity

• There are no local church actions being 
considered in Romans 14
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Reject Sinful Solutions

1. Elevate Christian liberties to mandatory 
doctrine

2. Maintain fellowship with those teaching 
contradictory doctrines

3. Failure to judge immoral conduct of 
Christians
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The Strong And Weak Brethren 
In Romans 14

• The strong brother in Romans 14 has a 
fuller knowledge of God’s Word enabling 
him to act with a clear conscience without 
restricting his Christian liberties in optional 
matters

• The weak brother in Romans 14 has a 
lesser knowledge of God’s Word leading 
him to restrict his Christian liberty because 
he feels certain things would be wrong for 
him to do although God allows them 38

The Strong And Weak Brethren 
In Romans 14

Rom 14:2  One person has faith that he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only.
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The Strong And Weak Brethren 
In Romans 14

• We will not understand how to apply 
Romans 14 unless we understand who is 
strong and who is weak

• Both strong and weak believe they are 
right and in fact they both can be in 
matters of opinion

• But, the burden of how to behave is placed 
on the Christian who has greater 
knowledge of the gospel

40

Do Not Judge Or Hold 
Contempt Toward One Another

Rom 14:1  Now accept the one who is weak 
in faith, but not for the purpose of passing 
judgment on his opinions. 

Rom 14:2  One person has faith that he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only.
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Do Not Judge Or Hold 
Contempt Toward One Another

Rom 14:3  The one who eats is not to regard 
with contempt the one who does not eat, 
and the one who does not eat is not to judge 
the one who eats, for God has accepted 
him. 

Rom 14:4  Who are you to judge the servant 
of another? To his own master he stands or 
falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to 
make him stand. 
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Do Not Judge Or Hold 
Contempt Toward One Another

Rom 14:5  One person regards one day 
above another, another regards every day 
alike. Each person must be fully convinced 
in his own mind. 

Rom 14:6  He who observes the day, 
observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, 
does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to 
God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he 
does not eat, and gives thanks to God. 
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Do Not Judge Or Hold 
Contempt Toward One Another

Rom 14:7  For not one of us lives for 
himself, and not one dies for himself; 

Rom 14:8  for if we live, we live for the Lord, 
or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore 
whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 

Rom 14:9  For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that He might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. 
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Do Not Judge Or Hold 
Contempt Toward One Another

Rom 14:10  But you, why do you judge your 
brother? Or you again, why do you regard 
your brother with contempt? For we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God. 

Rom 14:11  For it is written, "AS I LIVE, 
SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL 
BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE 
SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." 

Rom 14:12  So then each one of us will give 
an account of himself to God. 
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Restrict Your Liberty If It 
Causes A Brother To Stumble

• The strong brother must lovingly give up 
his liberty if it causes a weaker brother to 
follow him in something he believes is 
sinful

• When the weak follows the strong 
doubting he is doing right, it is sinful

• It also is sinful for the strong who is 
leading him, causing him to stumble, 
offending him
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Restrict Your Liberty If It 
Causes A Brother To Stumble

Rom 14:13  Therefore let us not judge one 
another anymore, but rather determine this--
not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in 
a brother's way. 

Rom 14:14  I know and am convinced in the 
Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; 
but to him who thinks anything to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean. 
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Restrict Your Liberty If It 
Causes A Brother To Stumble

Rom 14:15  For if because of food your 
brother is hurt, you are no longer walking 
according to love. Do not destroy with your 
food him for whom Christ died. 

Rom 14:16  Therefore do not let what is for 
you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 

Rom 14:17  for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
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Restrict Your Liberty If It 
Causes A Brother To Stumble

Rom 14:18  For he who in this way serves 
Christ is acceptable to God and approved by 
men. 

Rom 14:19  So then we pursue the things 
which make for peace and the building up of 
one another. 
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Restrict Your Liberty If It 
Causes A Brother To Stumble

Rom 14:20  Do not tear down the work of 
God for the sake of food. All things indeed 
are clean, but they are evil for the man who 
eats and gives offense. 

Rom 14:21  It is good not to eat meat or to 
drink wine, or to do anything by which your 
brother stumbles. 
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Restrict Your Liberty If It 
Causes A Brother To Stumble

1Co 8:9  But take care that this liberty of 
yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. 

1Co 8:10  For if someone sees you, who 
have knowledge, dining in an idol's temple, 
will not his conscience, if he is weak, be 
strengthened to eat things sacrificed to 
idols? 
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Restrict Your Liberty If It 
Causes A Brother To Stumble

1Co 8:11  For through your knowledge he 
who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose 
sake Christ died. 

1Co 8:12  And so, by sinning against the 
brethren and wounding their conscience 
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 

1Co 8:13  Therefore, if food causes my 
brother to stumble, I will never eat meat 
again, so that I will not cause my brother to 
stumble. 52

Practice Christian Liberties With 
A Clear Conscience Before God
Rom 14:5  One person regards one day 
above another, another regards every day 
alike. Each person must be fully convinced 
in his own mind. 

Rom 14:6  He who observes the day, 
observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, 
does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to 
God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he 
does not eat, and gives thanks to God. 
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Practice Christian Liberties With 
A Clear Conscience Before God
Rom 14:14  I know and am convinced in the 
Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; 
but to him who thinks anything to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean. 

Rom 14:22  The faith which you have, have 
as your own conviction before God. Happy 
is he who does not condemn himself in what 
he approves. 
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Practice Christian Liberties With 
A Clear Conscience Before God
Rom 14:23  But he who doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because his eating is
not from faith; and whatever is not from faith 
is sin. 



55

Accept One Another As 
Christians

Rom 14:1  Now accept the one who is weak 
in faith, but not for the purpose of passing 
judgment on his opinions. 

Rom 14:2  One person has faith that he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only.
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Accept One Another As 
Christians

Rom 15:1  Now we who are strong ought to 
bear the weaknesses of those without 
strength and not just please ourselves. 

Rom 15:2  Each of us is to please his 
neighbor for his good, to his edification. 

Rom 15:3  For even Christ did not please 
Himself; but as it is written, "THE 
REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO 
REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME." 
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Accept One Another As 
Christians

Rom 15:4  For whatever was written in 
earlier times was written for our instruction, 
so that through perseverance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. 

Rom 15:5  Now may the God who gives 
perseverance and encouragement grant you 
to be of the same mind with one another 
according to Christ Jesus, 
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Accept One Another As 
Christians

Rom 15:6  so that with one accord you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Rom 15:7  Therefore, accept one another, 
just as Christ also accepted us to the glory 
of God. 

59

Apply Scriptural Solutions

1. Do not judge or hold contempt toward 
one another

2. Restrict your liberty if it causes a brother 
to stumble

3. Practice Christian liberties with a clear 
conscience before God

4. Accept one another as Christians
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Individual Christian Liberties

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Types of Conflicts That Occur 
Between Brethren

1. Individual Christian liberties

2. Relationships with other Christians that 
might involve sin

3. Doctrine


