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Solving Conflicts Between 
Brethren

• It’s inevitable that various types of conflicts 
will occur between Christians

• To solve them, we must first accurately 
identify the type of conflict

• Then, we must learn and apply the 
Scriptural solution the Lord designed to 
solve the particular conflict

• By doing this, we can live in harmony with 
one another as the Lord desires
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Types of Conflicts That Occur 
Between Brethren

1. Individual Christian liberties

2. Relationships with other Christians that 
might involve sin

3. Doctrine
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Doctrine

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Conflicts About Doctrine

• These are conflicts over doctrine, the 
apostles’ teaching in the New Testament

• Doctrine includes teaching on salvation, 
the church as well as individual morality

• Both Jesus and His apostles demanded 
Christians be unified in doctrine

• Doctrinal conflicts must be settled at the 
local church level

• We must never approve, support or 
participate with error 6

Jesus Prayed For Christians To 
Be Unified In Doctrine

Joh 17:20  "I do not ask on behalf of these 
alone, but for those also who believe in Me 
through their word; 

Joh 17:21  that they may all be one; even as 
You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that 
they also may be in Us, so that the world 
may believe that You sent Me. 
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Jesus’ Apostles Commanded 
Christians Be Unified In Doctrine

1Co 1:10  Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 
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Rejecting Sound Doctrine Divides 
Us From God and One Another

2Jn 1:9  Anyone who goes too far and does 
not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 
have God; the one who abides in the 
teaching, he has both the Father and the 
Son. 

2Jn 1:10  If anyone comes to you and does 
not bring this teaching, do not receive him 
into your house, and do not give him a 
greeting; 
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Rejecting Sound Doctrine Divides 
Us From God and One Another

2Jn 1:11  for the one who gives him a 
greeting participates in his evil deeds. 
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Doctrine Is Not Essential To 
Salvation

• Popular among denominations to teach 
that only agreement on a few things is 
needed for Christians to be united

• This would include believing Jesus Is God 
who has come in the flesh

• Also, they must believe all are saved who 
turn to Jesus by the Sinner’s prayer

• Or, they say loving God and one another 
is all that matters in unity of teaching
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Believing In Jesus’ Deity and 
The Sinner’s Prayer Is Enough

2Jn 1:7  For many deceivers have gone out 
into the world, those who do not 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the 
flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

Joh 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. 
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Believing We Must Love God and 
Love One Another Is Enough

Mat 22:36  "Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?" 

Mat 22:37  And He said to him, " 'YOU 
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND.' 
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Believing We Must Love God and 
Love One Another Is Enough

Mat 22:38  "This is the great and foremost 
commandment. 

Mat 22:39  "The second is like it, 'YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.' 

Mat 22:40  "On these two commandments 
depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 
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Raising Human Traditions Above 
Doctrine Makes Worship Vain

Mat 15:7  "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah 
prophesy of you: 

Mat 15:8  'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME 
WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS 
FAR AWAY FROM ME. 

Mat 15:9  'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY 
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS 
DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'" 
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Teaching False Doctrines Results 
In Departure From The Faith

1Ti 4:1  But the Spirit explicitly says that in 
later times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons, 

1Ti 4:2  by means of the hypocrisy of liars 
seared in their own conscience as with a 
branding iron, 
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Teaching False Doctrines Results 
In Departure From The Faith

1Ti 4:3  men who forbid marriage and 
advocate abstaining from foods which God 
has created to be gratefully shared in by 
those who believe and know the truth. 

1Ti 4:4  For everything created by God is 
good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with gratitude; 

1Ti 4:5  for it is sanctified by means of the 
word of God and prayer. 
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Loving God Means We Must 
Continually Obey His One Teaching

1Jn 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome. 
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Loving God Means We Must 
Continually Obey His One Teaching

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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Loving God Means We Must 
Continually Obey His One Teaching

Rom 6:17  But thanks be to God that though 
you were slaves of sin, you became 
obedient from the heart to that form of 
teaching to which you were committed, 

Rom 6:18  and having been freed from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness. 

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 20

Unity In Diversity

• If there is no doctrinal perfection, then we 
can differ on many teachings and be right

• Some say we should accept all who have 
been baptized into Christ and be unified 
with them no matter what else we differ on

• Others say accept those baptized who are 
institutional or differ on divorce and 
remarriage

• We can differ in opinions and in abilities 
but not in essential doctrine
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Free To Differ In Private 
Opinions

Rom 14:1  Now accept the one who is weak 
in faith, but not for the purpose of passing 
judgment on his opinions. 

Rom 14:2  One person has faith that he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only.
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Free To Differ In Abilities

Rom 12:6  Since we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, each of 
us is to exercise them accordingly: if 
prophecy, according to the proportion of his 
faith; 

Rom 12:7  if service, in his serving; or he 
who teaches, in his teaching; 
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Free To Differ In Abilities

Rom 12:8  or he who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he 
who leads, with diligence; he who shows 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 
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Must Be Unified In Christ 
Following Same Doctrine

Joh 17:20  "I do not ask on behalf of these 
alone, but for those also who believe in Me 
through their word; 

Joh 17:21  that they may all be one; even as 
You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that 
they also may be in Us, so that the world 
may believe that You sent Me. 



25

Must Be Unified In Christ 
Following Same Doctrine

Eph 4:4  There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as also you were called in one hope of 
your calling; 

Eph 4:5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

Eph 4:6  one God and Father of all who is 
over all and through all and in all. 
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Make False Distinction Between 
Gospel And Doctrine

• We are told the gospel refers to teaching 
only on plan of salvation

• We are also told that doctrine refers to 
teaching beyond the plan of salvation

• Many deceived into thinking as long as we 
teach the gospel, doctrine is not important

• Gospel and doctrine cover the same New 
Testament content

• We must abide in the gospel, in the 
doctrine
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Gospel and Doctrine Cover 
Same New Testament Teaching
1Ti 1:6  For some men, straying from these 
things, have turned aside to fruitless 
discussion, 

1Ti 1:7  wanting to be teachers of the Law, 
even though they do not understand either 
what they are saying or the matters about 
which they make confident assertions. 

1Ti 1:8  But we know that the Law is good, if 
one uses it lawfully, 
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Gospel and Doctrine Cover 
Same New Testament Teaching
1Ti 1:9  realizing the fact that law is not 
made for a righteous person, but for those 
who are lawless and rebellious, for the 
ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and 
profane, for those who kill their fathers or 
mothers, for murderers 
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Gospel and Doctrine Cover 
Same New Testament Teaching
1Ti 1:10  and immoral men and 
homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to 
sound teaching, 

1Ti 1:11  according to the glorious gospel of 
the blessed God, with which I have been 
entrusted. 
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We Must Abide In The Gospel 
The Doctrine

Gal 1:8  But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to what we have preached to you, 
he is to be accursed! 

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 



31

Reject Sinful Solutions

1. Doctrine is not essential to salvation

2. Unity in diversity

3. Make false distinction between gospel 
and doctrine
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Doctrine

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Solving Conflicts Between 
Brethren

• It’s inevitable that various types of conflicts 
will occur between Christians

• To solve them, we must first accurately 
identify the type of conflict

• Then, we must learn and apply the 
Scriptural solution the Lord designed to 
solve the particular conflict

• By doing this, we can live in harmony with 
one another as the Lord desires
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Types of Conflicts That Occur 
Between Brethren

1. Individual Christian liberties

2. Relationships with other Christians that 
might involve sin

3. Doctrine
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Doctrine

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Conflicts About Doctrine

• These are conflicts over doctrine, the 
apostles’ teaching in the New Testament

• Doctrine includes teaching on salvation, 
the church as well as individual morality

• Both Jesus and His apostles demanded 
Christians be unified in doctrine

• Doctrinal conflicts must be settled at the 
local church level

• We must never approve, support or 
participate with error
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Reject Sinful Solutions

1. Doctrine is not essential to salvation

2. Unity in diversity

3. Make false distinction between gospel 
and doctrine
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Refuse To Discuss Doctrines 
Calling Them Controversies

2Ti 2:14  Remind them of these things, and 
solemnly charge them in the presence of 
God not to wrangle about words, which is 
useless and leads to the ruin of the hearers. 

2Ti 2:15  Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed, accurately 
handling the word of truth. 
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Refuse To Discuss Doctrines 
Calling Them Controversies

2Ti 2:16  But avoid worldly and empty 
chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 

2Ti 2:17  and their talk will spread like 
gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and 
Philetus, 

2Ti 2:18  men who have gone astray from 
the truth saying that the resurrection has 
already taken place, and they upset the faith 
of some.
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We Must Openly Contend For 
The Faith

Jud 1:3  Beloved, while I was making every 
effort to write you about our common 
salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you 
appealing that you contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all handed down to 
the saints. 
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Make Doctrine And Morality Personal 
Preferences Rather Than Absolutes

1Co 5:1  It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and immorality of 
such a kind as does not exist even among 
the Gentiles, that someone has his father's 
wife. 

1Co 5:2  You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that the one 
who had done this deed would be removed 
from your midst. 
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Submit To Other Local Churches 
Or Centralized Bodies

• Perverting Scriptures, people seek for 
unity through centralization, either 
empowering an individual, a group or a 
consensus of local churches to decide all 
issues for a body of local churches

• This view ignores that the standard of 
unity is the New Testament given by the 
Holy Spirit through the apostles and other 
inspired men
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Submit To Other Local Churches 
Or Centralized Bodies

• This view also ignores that the apostles 
left no successors to enforce a universal 
unity among all local churches

• Qualified elders of a local church must 
seek to unify the flock among them

• Each individual Christian must never 
compromise doctrine to be unified with a 
local church
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Jesus Did Not Name Anyone As 
Pope

Mat 16:15  He *said to them, "But who do 
you say that I am?" 

Mat 16:16  Simon Peter answered, "You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

Mat 16:17  And Jesus said to him, "Blessed 
are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and 
blood did not reveal this to you, but My 
Father who is in heaven. 
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Jesus Did Not Name Anyone As 
Pope

Mat 16:18  "I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 
church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it. 

Mat 16:19  "I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind 
on earth shall have been bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall have 
been loosed in heaven." 
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Jerusalem Meeting Was Not Authority 
For Centralized Meetings Today

Act 15:1  Some men came down from Judea 
and began teaching the brethren, "Unless 
you are circumcised according to the custom 
of Moses, you cannot be saved." 

Act 15:2  And when Paul and Barnabas had 
great dissension and debate with them, the 
brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas 
and some others of them should go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and elders 
concerning this issue. 
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Jerusalem Meeting Was Not Authority 
For Centralized Meetings Today

Act 15:5  But some of the sect of the 
Pharisees who had believed stood up, 
saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them 
and to direct them to observe the Law of 
Moses." 

Act 15:6  The apostles and the elders came 
together to look into this matter. 
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Jerusalem Meeting Was Not Authority 
For Centralized Meetings Today

Gal 2:2  It was because of a revelation that I 
went up; and I submitted to them the gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did 
so in private to those who were of 
reputation, for fear that I might be running, 
or had run, in vain. 

Gal 2:3  But not even Titus, who was with 
me, though he was a Greek, was compelled 
to be circumcised. 
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Jerusalem Meeting Was Not Authority 
For Centralized Meetings Today

Gal 2:4  But it was because of the false 
brethren secretly brought in, who had 
sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we 
have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into 
bondage. 

Gal 2:5  But we did not yield in subjection to 
them for even an hour, so that the truth of 
the gospel would remain with you. 
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Qualified Elders To Lead In 
Local Church Unity

Act 14:23  When they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, having prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed. 
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Reject Sinful Solutions

1. Doctrine is not essential to salvation

2. Unity in diversity

3. Make false distinction between gospel 
and doctrine

4. Refuse to discuss doctrines calling them 
controversies
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Reject Sinful Solutions

5. Make doctrine and morality personal 
preferences rather than absolutes

6. Submit to other local churches or 
centralized bodies
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Teach The Gospel Privately 
And Publicly

Act 20:19  serving the Lord with all humility 
and with tears and with trials which came 
upon me through the plots of the Jews; 

Act 20:20  how I did not shrink from 
declaring to you anything that was profitable, 
and teaching you publicly and from house to 
house, 

Act 20:21  solemnly testifying to both Jews 
and Greeks of repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 54

Teach The Gospel Privately 
And Publicly

Act 20:26  "Therefore, I testify to you this 
day that I am innocent of the blood of all 
men. 

Act 20:27  "For I did not shrink from 
declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

Act 17:11  Now these were more noble-
minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

Eph 4:1  Therefore I, the prisoner of the 
Lord, implore you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you have 
been called, 

Eph 4:2  with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, showing tolerance for one 
another in love, 

Eph 4:3  being diligent to preserve the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

Php 2:1  Therefore if there is any 
encouragement in Christ, if there is any 
consolation of love, if there is any fellowship 
of the Spirit, if any affection and 
compassion, 

Php 2:2  make my joy complete by being of 
the same mind, maintaining the same love, 
united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

Php 2:3  Do nothing from selfishness or 
empty conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; 

Php 2:4  do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests 
of others. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

Php 2:5  Have this attitude in yourselves 
which was also in Christ Jesus, 

Php 2:6  who, although He existed in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

Php 2:7  but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in 
the likeness of men. 

Php 2:8  Being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

2Ti 2:24  The Lord's bond-servant must not 
be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to 
teach, patient when wronged, 

2Ti 2:25  with gentleness correcting those 
who are in opposition, if perhaps God may 
grant them repentance leading to the 
knowledge of the truth, 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

2Ti 2:26  and they may come to their senses 
and escape from the snare of the devil, 
having been held captive by him to do his 
will. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

2Ti 4:1  I solemnly charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and by His 
appearing and His kingdom: 

2Ti 4:2  preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with great patience and instruction. 
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Patiently And Openly Study With 
Those With Whom We Differ

2Ti 4:3  For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting
to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in 
accordance to their own desires, 

2Ti 4:4  and will turn away their ears from 
the truth and will turn aside to myths. 

2Ti 4:5  But you, be sober in all things, 
endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
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Apply Scriptural Solutions

1. Teach the gospel privately and publicly

2. Patiently and openly study with those 
with whom we differ
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Doctrine

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Solving Conflicts Between 
Brethren

• It’s inevitable that various types of conflicts 
will occur between Christians

• To solve them, we must first accurately 
identify the type of conflict

• Then, we must learn and apply the 
Scriptural solution the Lord designed to 
solve the particular conflict

• By doing this, we can live in harmony with 
one another as the Lord desires
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Types of Conflicts That Occur 
Between Brethren

1. Individual Christian liberties

2. Relationships with other Christians that 
might involve sin

3. Doctrine
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Doctrine

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions

70

Conflicts About Doctrine

• These are conflicts over doctrine, the 
apostles’ teaching in the New Testament

• Doctrine includes teaching on salvation, 
the church as well as individual morality

• Both Jesus and His apostles demanded 
Christians be unified in doctrine

• Doctrinal conflicts must be settled at the 
local church level

• We must never approve, support or 
participate with error
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Apply Scriptural Solutions

1. Teach the gospel privately and publicly

2. Patiently and openly study with those 
with whom we differ
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Some Differences Do Not Affect 
Local Church Unity

• On private opinions, we may differ without 
conflict

• As we study essential doctrines, we may 
differ without conflict

• We may differ in doctrines if they are not 
immoral, false teachings and do not affect 
our worshipping and working together as a 
local church
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We Are Free To Differ On 
Private Opinions

Rom 14:1  Now accept the one who is weak 
in faith, but not for the purpose of passing 
judgment on his opinions. 

Rom 14:2  One person has faith that he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only.
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We Can Be United While 
Searching For Truth

Act 17:11  Now these were more noble-
minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so. 
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We Cannot Unite In False and 
Immoral Doctrines

Rev 2:20  'But I have this against you, that 
you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess, and she teaches and 
leads My bond-servants astray so that they 
commit acts of immorality and eat things 
sacrificed to idols. 

Rev 2:21  'I gave her time to repent, and she 
does not want to repent of her immorality. 
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We Cannot Unite In Differing Doctrines 
Affecting Local Church Work

Act 5:1  But a man named Ananias, with his 
wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 

Act 5:2  and kept back some of the price for 
himself, with his wife's full knowledge, and 
bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the 
apostles' feet. 
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We Cannot Unite In Differing Doctrines 
Affecting Local Church Work

Act 5:3  But Peter said, "Ananias, why has 
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 
and to keep back some of the price of the 
land? 

Act 5:4  "While it remained unsold, did it not 
remain your own? And after it was sold, was 
it not under your control? Why is it that you 
have conceived this deed in your heart? You 
have not lied to men but to God." 
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Possibly Some Examples of Doctrines 
That Should Not Cause Division

1. Voting or not voting

2. Serving in the armed forces

3. Defending our families using deadly 
force

4. How the Holy Spirit dwells in us
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Some Doctrines That Cause 
Division

1. Instrumental music in worship

2. Marriage, divorce and remarriage

3. Local church providing benevolence to 
non-Christians

4. Local churches working through 
sponsoring churches or human 
organizations

5. Denial of the second coming of Christ 
and the resurrection
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

Jud 1:3  Beloved, while I was making every 
effort to write you about our common 
salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you 
appealing that you contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all handed down to 
the saints. 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

Jud 1:4  For certain persons have crept in 
unnoticed, those who were long beforehand 
marked out for this condemnation, ungodly 
persons who turn the grace of our God into 
licentiousness and deny our only Master and 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

2Co 10:3  For though we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war according to the flesh, 

2Co 10:4  for the weapons of our warfare 
are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for 
the destruction of fortresses. 

2Co 10:5  We are destroying speculations 
and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every 
thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

Jud 1:22  And have mercy on some, who 
are doubting; 

Jud 1:23  save others, snatching them out of 
the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, 
hating even the garment polluted by the 
flesh. 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

Jud 1:24  Now to Him who is able to keep 
you from stumbling, and to make you stand 
in the presence of His glory blameless with 
great joy, 

Jud 1:25  to the only God our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion and authority, before all 
time and now and forever. Amen. 



85

Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

Tit 1:9  holding fast the faithful word which is 
in accordance with the teaching, so that he 
will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine 
and to refute those who contradict. 

Tit 1:10  For there are many rebellious men, 
empty talkers and deceivers, especially 
those of the circumcision, 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

Tit 1:11  who must be silenced because they 
are upsetting whole families, teaching things 
they should not teach for the sake of sordid 
gain. 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

Rom 16:17  Now I urge you, brethren, keep 
your eye on those who cause dissensions 
and hindrances contrary to the teaching 
which you learned, and turn away from 
them. 

Rom 16:18  For such men are slaves, not of 
our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; 
and by their smooth and flattering speech 
they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

2Jn 1:9  Anyone who goes too far and does 
not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 
have God; the one who abides in the 
teaching, he has both the Father and the 
Son. 

2Jn 1:10  If anyone comes to you and does 
not bring this teaching, do not receive him 
into your house, and do not give him a 
greeting; 
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Earnestly Contend For The 
Faith

2Jn 1:11  for the one who gives him a 
greeting participates in his evil deeds. 
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Local Churches Independently Follow 
The Truth No Matter What

Act 14:23  When they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, having prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed. 
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Local Churches Independently Follow 
The Truth No Matter What

1Pe 5:2  shepherd the flock of God among 
you, exercising oversight not under 
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the 
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with 
eagerness; 

1Pe 5:3  nor yet as lording it over those 
allotted to your charge, but proving to be 
examples to the flock. 
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Local Churches Independently Follow 
The Truth No Matter What

1Co 11:18  For, in the first place, when you 
come together as a church, I hear that 
divisions exist among you; and in part I 
believe it. 

1Co 11:19  For there must also be factions 
among you, so that those who are approved 
may become evident among you. 
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Local Churches Independently Follow 
The Truth No Matter What

Act 20:28  "Be on guard for yourselves and 
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood. 

Act 20:29  "I know that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; 
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Local Churches Independently Follow 
The Truth No Matter What

Act 20:30  and from among your own selves 
men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 

Act 20:31  "Therefore be on the alert, 
remembering that night and day for a period 
of three years I did not cease to admonish 
each one with tears. 
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Local Churches Independently Follow 
The Truth No Matter What

Act 20:32  "And now I commend you to God 
and to the word of His grace, which is able 
to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. 
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Apply Scriptural Solutions

1. Teach the gospel privately and publicly

2. Patiently and openly study with those 
with whom we differ

3. Some differences do not affect local 
church unity

4. Earnestly contend for the faith

5. Local churches independently follow the 
Truth no matter what
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Doctrine

1. Identify the conflict

2. Reject sinful solutions

3. Apply Scriptural solutions
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Types of Conflicts That Occur 
Between Brethren

1. Individual Christian liberties

2. Relationships with other Christians that 
might involve sin

3. Doctrine


