
The Jerusalem Church

Lesson 2

Showed Love For Needy Saints 
And Received Love When 

Needy
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The Jerusalem Church

1. Devoted to and unified by the apostles’
teaching

2. Showed love for needy saints and 
received love when needy

3. Evangelized to all and joyfully obeyed 
while persecuted
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Devoted To And Unified By The 
Apostles’ Teaching

1. Devoted to the 
apostles’ teaching

2. Devoted to 
Worship

3. Devoted to 
fellowship

4. Devoted to the 
breaking of bread

5. Devoted to prayer

6. Feared God

7. Unified in loving one 
another

8. Unified and edified by 
the apostles’ teaching

9. Preferred one another

10.Praised God

11.Had favor with all the 
people

12.Evangelized daily
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Threats To Unity Faced And 
Overcome

1. Loving discipline needed toward 
members in open sin who have not 
repented

2. Overcoming murmuring today by acting 
without partiality

3. We must openly unify in truth and 
expose false teachers and their errors
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Introduction

• The book of Acts reveals people became 
Christians when they believed in Jesus 
enough to repent of their sins, confess 
Him as the Son of God before men and be 
baptized (immersed in water) for 
forgiveness of their sins

• The book of Acts also gives the Divine 
record of the first local church in 
Jerusalem composed of these first 
Christians 6

Introduction

• Guided by the apostles’ teaching, they 
showed love for needy saints among them

• Also, we see how and from whom they 
received benevolence when they were 
unable to meet their needs

• Unlike denominations and apostate 
churches of Christ, this love was 
sacrificial, directly given to those saints in 
need without centralized organizations or 
“sponsoring” churches involved
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Christians Are Commanded To Work And 
Care For Their Families And Others

Eph 4:28  He who steals must steal no 
longer; but rather he must labor, performing 
with his own hands what is good, so that he 
will have something to share with one who 
has need. 

2Th 3:10  For even when we were with you, 
we used to give you this order: if anyone is 
not willing to work, then he is not to eat, 
either. 
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Christians Are Commanded To Work And 
Care For Their Families And Others

1Ti 5:3  Honor widows who are widows 
indeed; 

1Ti 5:4  but if any widow has children or 
grandchildren, they must first learn to 
practice piety in regard to their own family 
and to make some return to their parents; for 
this is acceptable in the sight of God. 
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Christians Are Commanded To Work And 
Care For Their Families And Others

1Ti 5:8  But if anyone does not provide for 
his own, and especially for those of his 
household, he has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever. 
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Christians Are Commanded To Work And 
Care For Their Families And Others

Gal 6:9  Let us not lose heart in doing good, 
for in due time we will reap if we do not grow 
weary. 

Gal 6:10  So then, while we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and 
especially to those who are of the household 
of the faith. 
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The Jerusalem Church Cared For 
Their Own Needy Members First

1Ti 5:16  If any woman who is a believer has 
dependent widows, she must assist them 
and the church must not be burdened, so 
that it may assist those who are widows 
indeed. 

Act 2:44  And all those who had believed 
were together and had all things in common; 

Act 2:45  and they began selling their 
property and possessions and were sharing 
them with all, as anyone might have need. 12

The Jerusalem Church Cared For 
Their Own Needy Members First

Act 4:32  And the congregation of those who 
believed were of one heart and soul; and not 
one of them claimed that anything belonging 
to him was his own, but all things were 
common property to them. 

Act 4:33  And with great power the apostles 
were giving testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was 
upon them all. 
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The Jerusalem Church Cared For 
Their Own Needy Members First

Act 4:34  For there was not a needy person 
among them, for all who were owners of 
land or houses would sell them and bring 
the proceeds of the sales 

Act 4:35  and lay them at the apostles' feet, 
and they would be distributed to each as any 
had need. 
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The Jerusalem Church Cared For 
Their Own Needy Members First

Act 6:1  Now at this time while the disciples 
were increasing in number, a complaint 
arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews
against the native Hebrews, because their 
widows were being overlooked in the daily 
serving of food.
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The Jerusalem Church Cared For 
Their Own Needy Members First

Act 6:2  So the twelve summoned the 
congregation of the disciples and said, "It is 
not desirable for us to neglect the word of 
God in order to serve tables. 

Act 6:3  "Therefore, brethren, select from 
among you seven men of good reputation, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we 
may put in charge of this task. 
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The Jerusalem Church Cared For 
Their Own Needy Members First

1Jn 3:16  We know love by this, that He laid 
down His life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 

1Jn 3:17  But whoever has the world's 
goods, and sees his brother in need and 
closes his heart against him, how does the 
love of God abide in him? 

1Jn 3:18  Little children, let us not love with 
word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

Act 11:27  Now at this time some prophets 
came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 

Act 11:28  One of them named Agabus 
stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit 
that there would certainly be a great famine 
all over the world. And this took place in the 
reign of Claudius. 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

Act 11:29  And in the proportion that any of 
the disciples had means, each of them 
determined to send a contribution for the 
relief of the brethren living in Judea. 

Act 11:30  And this they did, sending it in 
charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

Act 14:23  When they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, having prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.

1Pe 5:2  shepherd the flock of God among 
you, exercising oversight not under 
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the 
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with 
eagerness; 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

1Co 16:1  Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I directed the churches of 
Galatia, so do you also. 

1Co 16:2  On the first day of every week 
each one of you is to put aside and save, as 
he may prosper, so that no collections be 
made when I come. 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

1Co 16:3  When I arrive, whomever you may 
approve, I will send them with letters to carry 
your gift to Jerusalem; 

1Co 16:4  and if it is fitting for me to go also, 
they will go with me.

Act 24:17  "Now after several years I came 
to bring alms to my nation and to present 
offerings; 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

Rom 15:26  For Macedonia and Achaia 
have been pleased to make a contribution 
for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 

Rom 15:27  Yes, they were pleased to do 
so, and they are indebted to them. For if the 
Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, 
they are indebted to minister to them also in 
material things. 

23

When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

2Co 8:1  Now, brethren, we wish to make 
known to you the grace of God which has 
been given in the churches of Macedonia, 

2Co 8:2  that in a great ordeal of affliction 
their abundance of joy and their deep 
poverty overflowed in the wealth of their 
liberality. 

2Co 8:3  For I testify that according to their 
ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of 
their own accord, 24

When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

2Co 8:4  begging us with much urging for 
the favor of participation in the support of the 
saints, 

2Co 8:5  and this, not as we had expected, 
but they first gave themselves to the Lord 
and to us by the will of God. 

2Co 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sake He became poor, so that you 
through His poverty might become rich. 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

2Co 8:13  For this is not for the ease of 
others and for your affliction, but by way of 
equality--

2Co 8:14  at this present time your 
abundance being a supply for their need, so 
that their abundance also may become a 
supply for your need, that there may be 
equality; 

26

When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

2Co 9:6  Now this I say, he who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. 

2Co 9:7  Each one must do just as he has 
purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

2Co 9:8  And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that always having all 
sufficiency in everything, you may have an 
abundance for every good deed; 

2Co 9:9  as it is written, "HE SCATTERED 
ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER." 
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When Needy The Jerusalem Church 
Received From Other Local Churches

2Co 9:10  Now He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase 
the harvest of your righteousness; 

2Co 9:11  you will be enriched in everything 
for all liberality, which through us is 
producing thanksgiving to God. 

29

Things Not Authorized In Local 
Church Benevolent Work 

1. Borrowing money from the local church 
treasury

2. Giving money from the treasury to all 
people

3. Giving to Christians who are not in need

4. Sending money to churches who are not 
in need

5. Sending money to centralized 
organizations
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Showed Love For Needy Saints 
And Received Love When Needy

1. Christians are commanded to work and 
care for their families and others

2. The Jerusalem church cared for their 
own needy members first

3. When needy the Jerusalem church 
received from other local churches


