
The Sermon On The Mount

Lesson 7

Treacherous Divorce Contrasted 
With Divorce For Fornication

Matthew 5:31-32
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The Sermon On The Mount

1. The Beatitudes Character of Kingdom Citizens 
Matt. 5:1-12

2. Influence of The Kingdom of Heaven On The 
World Matt. 5:13-16

3. Righteousness of The Kingdom of Heaven Matt. 
5:17-7:12

A. Jesus, The Law, The Scribes and Pharisees 
and Kingdom Righteousness Matt. 5:17-48

B. Pleasing God Motive For All Righteousness 
Matt. 6

C. Treating Each Other Right Matt. 7:1-12

4. Entering The Kingdom of Heaven Matt. 7:13-29
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Kingdom Righteousness Contrasted With The 
Righteousness of The Scribes And Pharisees

1. Murder contrasted with hateful anger Matt. 
5:21-26

2. Adultery contrasted with adulterous lust Matt. 
5:27-30

3. Treacherous divorce contrasted with divorce 
for fornication Matt. 5:31-32

4. Dishonest oaths contrasted with honest 
speech Matt. 5:33-37

5. Personal revenge contrasted with overcoming 
evil with good Matt. 5:38-42

6. Hating your enemies contrasted with loving 
your enemies Matt. 5:43-48 4

Kingdom Righteousness Contrasted With 
The Righteousness of The Scribes And 

Pharisees

• Jesus exposes the misguided, shallow, 
rebellious righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees and how it conflicted with 
kingdom righteousness

• He was not contrasting the Old and New 
Covenants but revealing that hateful 
anger, adulterous lust, divorce for reasons 
other than fornication, dishonest promises, 
taking personal revenge and hating your 
enemies are sinful under both covenants
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Treacherous Divorce Contrasted 
With Divorce For Fornication

Mat 5:31  "It was said, 'WHOEVER SENDS 
HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A 
CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE'; 

Mat 5:32  but I say to you that everyone who 
divorces his wife, except for the reason of 
unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery. 
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Treacherous Divorce Contrasted 
With Divorce For Fornication

• Like many today, they neither understood 
the binding nature of marriage nor the 
negative consequences of treacherous 
divorce

• Some believed the Law (Deut. 24:1-4) 
approved divorce for any reason as long 
as a written certificate was given

• But, Deut. 24:1-4 said that a divorced 
woman who remarried was defiled and 
could never return to her first husband
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Treacherous Divorce Contrasted 
With Divorce For Fornication

• Jesus made clear that under the Law the 
only acceptable reason for divorce was 
fornication, sexual immorality

• The consequence of treacherous divorce, 
not for fornication, was that neither spouse 
could remarry without committing adultery

• Under the gospel, fornication is still the 
only Divinely approved reason for divorce

• And, both spouses commit adultery if they 
remarry after a treacherous divorce 8

God Calls Remarriage of A 
Divorced Woman A Defilement

Deu 24:1  "When a man takes a wife and 
marries her, and it happens that she finds no 
favor in his eyes because he has found 
some indecency in her, and he writes her a 
certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand 
and sends her out from his house, 

Deu 24:2  and she leaves his house and 
goes and becomes another man's wife,
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God Calls Remarriage of A 
Divorced Woman A Defilement

Deu 24:3  and if the latter husband turns 
against her and writes her a certificate of 
divorce and puts it in her hand and sends 
her out of his house, or if the latter husband 
dies who took her to be his wife, 
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God Calls Remarriage of A 
Divorced Woman A Defilement

Deu 24:4  then her former husband who 
sent her away is not allowed to take her 
again to be his wife, since she has been 
defiled; for that is an abomination before the 
LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the 
land which the LORD your God gives you as 
an inheritance. 
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The Law Calls Adultery A 
Defilement

Lev 18:20  'You shall not have intercourse 
with your neighbor's wife, to be defiled with 
her. 
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The Law Implied Fornication Was The Only 
Grounds God Approves For Divorce

Deu 24:4  then her former husband who 
sent her away is not allowed to take her 
again to be his wife, since she has been 
defiled; for that is an abomination before the 
LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the 
land which the LORD your God gives you as 
an inheritance. 
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The Law Implied Fornication Was The Only 
Grounds For Divorce God Approves

Jer 3:1  God says, "If a husband divorces his 
wife And she goes from him And belongs to 
another man, Will he still return to her? Will 
not that land be completely polluted? But 
you are a harlot with many lovers; Yet you 
turn to Me," declares the LORD. 
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The Law Implied Fornication Was The Only 
Grounds For Divorce God Approves

Jer 3:8  "And I saw that for all the adulteries 
of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and 
given her a writ of divorce, yet her 
treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but 
she went and was a harlot also. 
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Their Question – Is Divorce For 
Any Cause Lawful?

Mat 19:3  Some Pharisees came to Jesus, 
testing Him and asking, "Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife for any reason at 
all?" 
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Jesus’ Answer – From The Beginning God 
Intended Marriages To Last until Death

Mat 19:4  And He answered and said, "Have 
you not read that He who created them from 
the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND 
FEMALE, 

Mat 19:5  and said, 'FOR THIS REASON A 
MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND 
MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, 
AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE 
FLESH'? 
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Jesus’ Answer – From The Beginning God 
Intended Marriages To Last until Death

Mat 19:6  "So they are no longer two, but 
one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let no man separate." 
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God Hates Divorce

Mal 2:16  "For I hate divorce," says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, "and him who 
covers his garment with wrong," says the 
LORD of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, 
that you do not deal treacherously." 
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Divorce Permitted Because of 
Hardness of Heart

Mat 19:7  They *said to Him, "Why then did 
Moses command to GIVE HER A 
CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND 
her AWAY?" 

Mat 19:8  He *said to them, "Because of 
your hardness of heart Moses permitted you 
to divorce your wives; but from the 
beginning it has not been this way. 
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Fornication Was The Only God Approved 
Reason For Divorce Under The Law

Mat 19:9  "And I say to you, whoever 
divorces his wife, except for immorality, and 
marries another woman commits adultery." 
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Remarriage After Treacherous Divorce 
Was Adultery Under The Law

Mat 5:32  but I say to you that everyone who 
divorces his wife, except for the reason of 
unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery. 

Luk 16:18  "Everyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery, and 
he who marries one who is divorced from a 
husband commits adultery. 
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Remarriage After Treacherous Divorce 
Was Adultery Under The Law

Mar 10:11  And He *said to them, "Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another 
woman commits adultery against her; 

Mar 10:12  and if she herself divorces her 
husband and marries another man, she is 
committing adultery." 
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Is Fornication The Only God Approved 
Cause For Divorce Today?

• Although Jesus’ exact words are not found 
in the apostles’ teaching, we know He 
spoke of kingdom righteousness to be 
followed under either the Old or New 
covenants

• Christians are warned not to treacherously 
divorce
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God Intended Marriages To 
Last until Death

Rom 7:2  For the married woman is bound 
by law to her husband while he is living; but 
if her husband dies, she is released from the 
law concerning the husband. 

Rom 7:3  So then, if while her husband is 
living she is joined to another man, she shall 
be called an adulteress; but if her husband 
dies, she is free from the law, so that she is 
not an adulteress though she is joined to 
another man. 
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Christians Warned Not To 
Treacherously Divorce

1Co 7:10  But to the married I give 
instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife 
should not leave her husband 

1Co 7:11  (but if she does leave, she must 
remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to 
her husband), and that the husband should 
not divorce his wife. 
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Christians Warned Not To 
Treacherously Divorce

1Co 7:12  But to the rest I say, not the Lord, 
that if any brother has a wife who is an 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with 
him, he must not divorce her. 

1Co 7:13  And a woman who has an 
unbelieving husband, and he consents to 
live with her, she must not send her 
husband away. 
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Christians Warned Not To 
Treacherously Divorce

1Co 7:14  For the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified through his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified through her 
believing husband; for otherwise your 
children are unclean, but now they are holy. 

1Co 7:15  Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, 
let him leave; the brother or the sister is not 
under bondage in such cases, but God has 
called us to peace. 
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Christians Warned Not To 
Treacherously Divorce

1Co 7:16  For how do you know, O wife, 
whether you will save your husband? Or 
how do you know, O husband, whether you 
will save your wife? 
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We Must Repent If We Are In 
Adulterous Marriages 

• Jesus’ words about marriage and divorce 
apply to all times including today

• To become a Christian, we must repent of 
our sins including adulterous marriage

• To remain a Christian, we must repent of 
our sins including adulterous marriages

30

We Must Repent If We Are In 
Adulterous Marriages

Mat 19:10  The disciples *said to Him, "If the 
relationship of the man with his wife is like 
this, it is better not to marry." 

Mat 19:11  But He said to them, "Not all men 
can accept this statement, but only those to 
whom it has been given. 
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We Must Repent If We Are In 
Adulterous Marriages

Mat 19:12  "For there are eunuchs who were 
born that way from their mother's womb; and 
there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs 
by men; and there are also eunuchs who 
made themselves eunuchs for the sake of 
the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to 
accept this, let him accept it." 
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We Must Repent If We Are In 
Adulterous Marriages

1Co 6:9  Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor homosexuals, 

1Co 6:10  nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
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We Must Repent If We Are In 
Adulterous Marriages

1Co 6:11  Such were some of you; but you 
were washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 
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We Must Repent If We Are In 
Adulterous Marriages

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Act 8:22  "Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, 
if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 
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Kingdom Righteousness Contrasted With The 
Righteousness of The Scribes And Pharisees

1. Murder contrasted with hateful anger Matt. 
5:21-26

2. Adultery contrasted with adulterous lust Matt. 
5:27-30

3. Treacherous divorce contrasted with divorce 
for fornication Matt. 5:31-32

4. Dishonest oaths contrasted with honest 
speech Matt. 5:33-37

5. Personal revenge contrasted with overcoming 
evil with good Matt. 5:38-42

6. Hating your enemies contrasted with loving 
your enemies Matt. 5:43-48


