
When We Assemble: On a business trip last year, on a Wednesday night I was in Newark, NJ and had some 
loneliness. Even though I knew I was to teach Bible Class in Piscataway, NJ, and I knew Brian Andrews would 
be covering my class, part of my loneliness was because I would not be in Oak Ridge. Assembling with one 
another is an essential part of being a Christian. It is something that we need to appreciate, take advantage of, 
and be very thankful for. There are many blessings that occur when we assemble as a local congregation of 
the Lord Jesus. 
 
1. When we assemble we keep a command (Hebrews 10:24-25, 1 John 5:1-5). The assembly on 
Wednesdays and Sundays is a time to stir up love and good works. When we are on trips away from home, we 
can find brethren to assemble with (Acts 18:1-2, 20:6-7, 28:13-14). Today, with the help of the internet, it is 
very easy to locate brethren to assemble with when we travel. 
 
2. When we assemble we can be with Jesus (Matthew 18:20). When we assemble we are with the Lord! 
When we miss the assembly we miss a blessing that should be very precious to us all as Christians! 
 
3. When we assemble we can grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord (2 Peter 3:17-18). As we 
sing, pray, study, and worship (on Sunday this includes the Lord’s Supper) we grow in the Lord. 
 
4. When we assemble we have an opportunity to be with our family in the Lord (Mark 10:28-31). I have 
brothers and sisters here who I love dearly. When we love each other it is a natural thing to want to be with and 
see one another. What a blessing we have here in Oak Ridge!  
 
5. When we assemble we can encourage and build up each other (Acts 11:22-25, 16:40, Romans 1:11-
12, 15:23-24, 2 Corinthians 1:15-16, 1 Thessalonians 3:1-2, 5:11). Sometimes life has trials and we need 
each other’s encouragement. This is also important when we are traveling. We can be an edifier and be edified 
by brethren in other places. 
 
6. When we assemble we are refreshed by the Lord and by our brothers and sisters in Christ. This is a 
point that I never connected to the assembly before. Let’s read a few verses: Romans 15:32, 1 Cor. 16:17-18, 
2 Cor. 7:13, 2 Timothy 1:16-18, Philemon 1:7. We can be refreshed as a peculiar people in a worldly place, 
be refreshed by each other, be refreshed in our common love for Christ and His Doctrine, be refreshed to be 
with people who sincerely love us, be refreshed to escape the worldly influence for a few moments with the 
Lord and each other, be refreshed in journey to Heaven, and be refreshed by fellow brethren away from home. 
 
A while back Mark and I decided we should cancel services in Oak Ridge due to the bad thunderstorms and 
potential tornadoes in the area. Those are tough decisions. Missing the assembly that night left a void with me. 
I missed out on all of the things we have just talked about. We all did! It bothered me and I believe that is a 
good thing! Sometimes we are sick and miss. One of the worst things about being really sick is missing the 
assembling of the saints! When we miss we should feel we have missed something very important and special! 
The bad feeling that missing causes can motivate us to make the most of our opportunities to assemble to stir 
up good works, be with the Lord, and be refreshed by the God’s Word and His people. If missing the assembly 
does not bother us, I believe we need to examine ourselves (2 Corinthians 13:5).  
 
Maybe missing the assembly does not bother you like it should? Maybe you have not been making it a 
priority? Maybe you have let jobs, school, yourself, travel, your own attitude, or family be stumbling 
blocks to assembling with the saints? Maybe you have been assembling but you have not appreciated 
the blessings that come with assembling? Maybe you are not making the most of the times when you 
assemble? If any of these situations apply to you I encourage you to change your attitude and make 
assembling a priority (Psalm 122:1)! If repentance is needed, we always encourage each other to repent so 
we can be cleansed of all of our sins (1 John 1:9). 
 
If you are not a Christian this morning, you are not a part of the Lord’s body and do not share in all the 
blessings of assembling. One thing is certain: to please God we must humbly submit to Jesus (John 14:6). 
Jesus teaches that we must believe in Him, acknowledge that He is the Son of God, turn away from our sins, 
be immersed in water to wash our sins away, and be determined to live our lives for Him! This is how one 



becomes a Child of God. When you have truly become a Christian you will want to assemble with Him and His 
people at every opportunity! If we can help you know, please come forward while we stand and sing.  


