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From Babylonian Captivity To The
 Last Old Testament Prophet  605-430 BC

Date Events Slides

605-430 BC
Purposes And 
Promises of 

Babylonian Captivity
Go To Slides 2-7

539-430 BC A Remnant of Jews 
Return To Jerusalem Go To Slides 8-15

605-539 BC
The Prophet Look 

Ahead To The 
Messiah

Go To Slides 16-20
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605-536 BC

Babylonian
Captivity:  Its
Purposes And

Promises

Punishment For Sins
And Preservation

of A Remnant

God Promises A Remnant
Will Return To The Land

Jeremiah Laments The
Sins of His People And
Pleads For God's Mercy

Jer. Ch. 24,
 Lamentations,
 Jer. Ch. 29-34

God Promises A New
Covenant And A New King:
 The Promise To Abraham

Extended In Captivity
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Jeremiah 24:3-8

JER 24:3 Then the Lord said to me, "What do you see, Jeremiah?" And I said, 
"Figs, the good figs, very good; and the bad figs, very bad, which cannot be 
eaten due to rottenness."
JER 24:4 ¶ Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
JER 24:5 "Thus says the Lord God of Israel, 'Like these good figs, so I will 
regard as good the captives of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into 
the land of the Chaldeans.
JER 24:6 'For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will bring them again to 
this land; and I will build them up and not overthrow them, and I will plant them 
and not pluck them up.
JER 24:7 'And I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the Lord; and they 
will be My people, and I will be their God, for they will return to Me with their 
whole heart.
JER 24:8 ¶' But like the bad figs which cannot be eaten due to rottenness-- 
indeed, thus says the Lord-- so I will abandon Zedekiah king of Judah and his 
officials, and the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and the ones 
who dwell in the land of Egypt.
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Jeremiah 29:4-5, 8-10

JER 29:4 "Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to 
all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon,
JER 29:5 'Build houses and live in them; and plant 
gardens, and eat their produce.
JER 29:8 "For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, 'Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and 
your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams 
which they dream.
JER 29:9 'For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I 
have not sent them,' declares the Lord.
JER 29:10 "For thus says the Lord, 'When seventy years 
have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill 
My good word to you, to bring you back to this place.
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Jeremiah 31:31-34

JER 31:31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord, 
"when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah,
JER 31:32 not like the covenant which I made with their 
fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, 
although I was a husband to them, "declares the Lord.
JER 31:33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days," declares the Lord, "I 
will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
JER 31:34 "And they shall not teach again, each man his 
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the 
Lord,' for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to 
the greatest of them," declares the Lord, "for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and the
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The Prophets Speak 605-530 BC

Name And Meaning Approx. Date General 
Description

Historical 
Period

Jeremiah - May 
Jehovah Lift Up 627-580 BC

Warning of 
Captivity, 

Lamenting 
Destruction 

(Lamentations) 
And Messianic 

Hope

From Josiah 
To Captivity

Ezekiel - God Will 
Strengthen 593-570 BC

Judah's 
Judgment And 

Restoration

From Zedekiah 
To Captivity

Daniel - God Is 
Judge 605-530 BC

God's Rule In 
The Nations 

And Hope of A 
Messianic 
Kingdom

Spanned 
Length of 
Captivity
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The Prophets Speak 520-433 BC

Name And Meaning Approx. Date General 
Description

Historical 
Period

Haggai - Festival 520 BC

Encouraged 
People To 
Complete 

Rebuilding of 
The Temple

Sixteen Years 
After The Jews 
First Return To 

Jerusalem

Zechariah - Whom 
Jehovah 

Remembers
520 BC

Encouraged 
People To 
Complete 

Rebuilding of 
The Temple

Sixteen Years 
After The Jews 
First Return To 

Jerusalem

Malachi - My 
Messenger 433 BC?

Rebuke of 
People's 
Corrupt 

Worship And 
Foretelling of A 

Forerunner 
And A Messiah

God's Last 
Word To The 
Remnant of 
Judah - 100 
Years After 
First Group 
Returned To 
Jerusalem
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Why Marriage?

539-516 BC
First Stage of

The Jews' Return
To Jerusalem

Cyrus Issues Decree
That Jews Could Return

To Jerusalem And
Rebuild Temple

After Laying The
Foundation of The Temple,
The Work Stops Because

of Discouragement

A Remnant Returns
Led By Zerrubabel

2 Chron. 36:22-23,
Ezra Ch. 1-6

Work Restarted At The
Encouragement of Haggai
And Zechariah:  Temple

Completed

Promise To Abraham Extended
 To The Remnant:  Zerrubabel

 Continues The Messianic
Line Hag. 2:20-23



Slide 9

Old Testament Time Line

Ezra 1:1-4

EZR 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in 
order to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also put it in
EZR 1:2 "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 'The Lord, the 
God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and He has appointed me to build Him a house in 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
EZR 1:3 'Whoever there is among you of all His people, 
may his God be with him! Let him go up to Jerusalem 
which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the 
God of Israel; He is the God who is in Jerusalem.
EZR 1:4 'And every survivor, at whatever place he may live, 
let the men of that place support him with silver and gold, 
with goods and cattle, together with a freewill offering for 
the house of God which is in Jerusalem.' "
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First Stage of Jews Return To Jerusalem
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EZR 7:10 For Ezra had set his 
heart to study the law of the Lord, 
and to practice it, and to teach His 
statutes and ordinances in Israel.

486-458 BC
Second Stage of
The Jews' Return

To Jerusalem

The Jews Saved
From Extinction By

 Courageous Queen Esther

Major Work of Ezra:
 A Call To Faithfulness
And Leaving Idolatry

Second Return Led
By Ezra The Priest

Esther,
Ezra Ch. 7-10

Ezra's Preparation
For This Monumental

Task Ezra 7:10
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Esther 4:13-16

EST 4:13 Â Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, "Do 
not imagine that you in the king's palace can escape any 
more than all the Jews.
EST 4:14 "For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and 
you and your father's house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as 
this?"
EST 4:15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai,
EST 4:16 "Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in 
Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my maidens also will fast in the same 
way. And thus I will go in to the king, which is not 
according to the law; and if I p
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Second Stage of Jews' Return To Jerusalem
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445-430 BC
Third Stage of

The Jews' Return
To Jerusalem

Remnant Returns
 Under Nehemiah

Walls Are Rebuilt
And Nehemiah Is

Appointed Governor

Their Work:  Rebuild The
Walls of Jerusalem

Nehemiah

Malachi - The Last Old
Testament Prophet
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Third Stage of Jews' Return To Jerusalem
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Daniel Foretells History (1)

Reference In Daniel Prophecy 
Described Date Fulfilled Historical 

Reference

Ch. 5, 8
Babylon Falls 
To Medes And 

Persians
539 BC

Cyrus Takes 
Babylon 
Without 

Opposition

Ch. 8 Persian Empire 
Falls To Greece 331 BC

Alexander The 
Great 

Conquers 
Persia

Ch. 8

Grecian 
Kingdom 

Divided Into 
Four Parts

323 BC

Alexander's 
Five Generals 

Divide His 
Empire

Ch. 8, 11
Persecution of 

Jews By 
Syrians

190-160 BC

Antiochus IV 
(Epiphanes) 
Persecutes 

Jews
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Daniel Foretells History (2)

Reference In Daniel Prophecy 
Described Date Fulfilled

New 
Testament 
Reference

Ch. 2

Rise of Rome 
And Coming of 

Messianic 
Kingdom

31 BC-30 AD Luke Ch. 1-3

Ch. 7
Jesus' 

Ascension To 
Heaven

30 AD Acts Ch. 1-2

Ch. 12 Destruction of 
Jerusalem 70 AD Mt. Ch. 24, Lk. 

Ch. 21
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Daniel 2:40-45

DAN 2:40 "Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as 
iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will 
crush and break all these in pieces.
DAN 2:41 "And in that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and 
partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of 
iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay.
DAN 2:42 "And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, 
so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle.
DAN 2:43 "And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will 
combine with one another in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one 
another, even as iron does not combine with pottery.
DAN 2:44 "And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for 
another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will 
itself endure forever.
DAN 2:45 "Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and 
the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the 
future; so the dream is
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Some Messianic Prophecies

Prophet/Date Description Old Testament 
Passage

New 
Testament 
Passage

Jeremiah 600 BC

A Descendant 
of David To 
Rule God's 

people

Jer. 22:24-23:6 Mt. 1:1-17, Lk. 
1:26-38

Micah 700 BC
King Born In 
Bethlehem of 

Judah
Mic. 5:1-2 Mt. 2:1-6, Lk. 

2:1-7

Isaiah 700 BC
Sacrificial 
Death For 

Others' Sins
Isa. Ch. 53 John Ch. 19, 

Acts 8:26-40

David 1000 BC
One Will Be 
Raised From 

The Dead
Psa. 16:8-11 John Ch. 20, 

Acts Ch. 2

David 1000 BC
One Will Be 

King And High 
Priest

Psa. 110 Acts Ch. 2, 
Hebrews
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Isaiah 53:4-8

ISA 53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He was 
despised, and we did not esteem Him.
ISA 53:4 Â Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet 
we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.
ISA 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed 
for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His 
scourging we are healed.
ISA 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own 
way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
ISA 53:7 Â He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His 
mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before 
its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.


