
2 Corinthians

Lesson 10
“Test yourselves to see if you are 

in the faith; examine yourselves!”
2 Cor. 13:5
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Introduction

• Some in Corinth were in danger of 
rejecting Paul’s apostolic authority which 
would amount to rejecting the gospel

• Paul defends His authority against those 
seeking to examine his credentials

• But in 2 Cor. 13:5, Paul challenges the 
Corinthians to continue to examine 
themselves to see if they are in the faith
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Introduction

• Like them we too must continually 
examine ourselves in order to remain 
faithful to the Lord

• It is possible to be led away by those 
teaching error

• It is also possible for us to deceive 
ourselves by not applying the Word to 
ourselves to do those things pleasing to 
the Lord
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Jesus’ Death And Resurrection 
Essential For Our Salvation

• Without Jesus’ death, there would be no 
forgiveness of sins

• Without the resurrection of Jesus, there 
would be no forgiveness of sins, 
intercession for our prayers and hope of 
eternal life
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Jesus’ Death And Resurrection 
Essential For Our Salvation

2Co 13:4  For indeed He was crucified 
because of weakness, yet He lives because 
of the power of God. For we also are weak 
in Him, yet we will live with Him because of 
the power of God directed toward you. 
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Jesus’ Death And Resurrection 
Essential For Our Salvation

Rom 3:24  being justified as a gift by His 
grace through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus; 

Rom 3:25  whom God displayed publicly as 
a propitiation in His blood through faith. This 
was to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in the forbearance of God He 
passed over the sins previously committed; 
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Jesus’ Death And Resurrection 
Essential For Our Salvation

Rom 3:26  for the demonstration, I say, of 
His righteousness at the present time, so 
that He would be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 

Rom 5:10  For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of 
His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
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Jesus’ Death And Resurrection 
Essential For Our Salvation

Heb 7:25  Therefore He is able also to save 
forever those who draw near to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make 
intercession for them. 

Heb 7:26  For it was fitting for us to have 
such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, 
separated from sinners and exalted above 
the heavens; 

9

By What Standard Are We To 
Examine Ourselves?

• Paul commands the Corinthians to 
examine themselves to see if they are in 
the faith, if Christ is in them

• In order for them and us to know if we are 
in the faith, we must examine ourselves in 
light of the one faith, the apostles’ teaching

• To examine ourselves in light of the wrong 
faith like the Baptist Manual or Catholic 
Catechism will not lead us to God’s truth
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

2Co 13:5  Test yourselves to see if you are 
in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you 
not recognize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail 
the test?

2Co 13:6  But I trust that you will realize that 
we ourselves do not fail the test. 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

1Co 2:12  Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may know the things freely 
given to us by God, 

1Co 2:13  which things we also speak, not in 
words taught by human wisdom, but in those 
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual 
thoughts with spiritual words.
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

1Co 14:37  If anyone thinks he is a prophet 
or spiritual, let him recognize that the things 
which I write to you are the Lord's 
commandment. 

2Co 12:12  The signs of a true apostle were 
performed among you with all perseverance, 
by signs and wonders and miracles. 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

Eph 3:3  that by revelation there was made 
known to me the mystery, as I wrote before 
in brief. 

Eph 3:4  By referring to this, when you read 
you can understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

Eph 4:4  There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as also you were called in one hope of 
your calling; 

Eph 4:5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

Eph 4:6  one God and Father of all who is 
over all and through all and in all.
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

Gal 1:8  But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to what we have preached to you, 
he is to be accursed! 

Gal 5:4  You have been severed from Christ, 
you who are seeking to be justified by law; 
you have fallen from grace. 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

2Ti 3:16  All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 

2Ti 3:17  so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work. 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

2Co 10:17  But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO 
BOAST IN THE LORD. 

2Co 10:18  For it is not he who commends 
himself that is approved, but he whom the 
Lord commends. 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

Act 1:24  And they prayed and said, "You, 
Lord, who know the hearts of all men, show 
which one of these two You have chosen 
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Examine Ourselves In Light of 
The Apostles’ Teaching

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is living and 
active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the division of 
soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

Heb 4:13  And there is no creature hidden 
from His sight, but all things are open and 
laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do. 
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With What Attitudes Toward God’s Word Are 
We To Examine Ourselves?

• Again, in order to examine ourselves, we, 
like the Corinthians, must examine the one 
faith, the apostles’ teaching

• But, we will not remain in the faith unless 
we apply the Word of God to our lives

• And, we cannot do this unless we have the 
proper attitudes toward His Word
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Reverently Loving and Fearing 
The Lord

Joh 14:15  "If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments. 

Php 2:12  So then, my beloved, just as you 
have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling; 

Php 2:13  for it is God who is at work in you, 
both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure. 
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Good and Honest Hearts

Luk 8:15  "But the seed in the good soil, 
these are the ones who have heard the word 
in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, 
and bear fruit with perseverance. 
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Eagerness and Discernment

Act 17:11  Now these were more noble-
minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so. 
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Obedient

Mat 7:21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father who is in heaven will enter.

Mat 7:22  "Many will say to Me on that day, 
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
name, and in Your name cast out demons, 
and in Your name perform many miracles?' 
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Obedient

Mat 7:23  "And then I will declare to them, 'I 
never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU 
WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 
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Obedient

Jas 1:22  But prove yourselves doers of the 
word, and not merely hearers who delude 
themselves. 

Jas 1:23  For if anyone is a hearer of the 
word and not a doer, he is like a man who 
looks at his natural face in a mirror; 

28

Obedient

Jas 1:24  for once he has looked at himself 
and gone away, he has immediately 
forgotten what kind of person he was. 

Jas 1:25  But one who looks intently at the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by 
it, not having become a forgetful hearer but 
an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in 
what he does. 
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“Test yourselves to see if you are in 
the faith; examine yourselves!”

1. Jesus’ death and resurrection essential 
for our salvation

2. By what standard are we to examine 
ourselves?

3. With what attitudes toward God’s Word 
are we to examine ourselves?

4. What are some ways in which we are to 
apply God’s Word to ourselves?
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What Are Some Ways In Which We Are To 
Apply God’s Word To Ourselves?

• The importance of examining ourselves is 
to insure we are in the faith

• Christians can fall away from the faith and 
be lost

• Also, we can believe we have become 
Christians when we have never entered 
into a relationship with Christ

• To become a Christian, we must believe to 
the point of repenting of our sins and being 
baptized for forgiveness of our sins
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We Must Examine Ourselves To Insure We 
Are In The Faith

2Co 13:5  Test yourselves to see if you are 
in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you 
not recognize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail 
the test? 
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How Do We Become A 
Christian – Get In Christ?

2Co 5:17  Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.
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How Do We Become A 
Christian – Get In Christ?

Rom 6:3  Or do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into His death? 

Rom 6:4  Therefore we have been buried 
with Him through baptism into death, so that 
as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life. 
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How Do We Become A 
Christian – Get In Christ?

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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What Are Some Ways In Which We Are To 
Apply God’s Word To Ourselves?

• The Corinthians and we are to examine 
ourselves in order to remain in Christ, in 
the one faith

• As we do so, we see sins that we need to 
repent of and ask the Lord to forgive us

• We also see things we should do so we 
might mature as Christians to glorify God 
and edify one another

• In the end, we realize only by God’s grace, 
mercy and strength can we be saved 36

Examine Ourselves To Be Able 
To Repent of Our Sins

2Co 12:19  All this time you have been 
thinking that we are defending ourselves to 
you. Actually, it is in the sight of God that we 
have been speaking in Christ; and all for 
your upbuilding, beloved. 
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Examine Ourselves To Be Able 
To Repent of Our Sins

2Co 12:20  For I am afraid that perhaps 
when I come I may find you to be not what I 
wish and may be found by you to be not 
what you wish; that perhaps there will be
strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, 
slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;
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Examine Ourselves To Be Able 
To Repent of Our Sins

2Co 12:21  I am afraid that when I come 
again my God may humiliate me before you, 
and I may mourn over many of those who 
have sinned in the past and not repented of 
the impurity, immorality and sensuality which 
they have practiced. 
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Examine Ourselves To Be Able 
To Repent of Our Sins

2Co 13:1  This is the third time I am coming 
to you. EVERY FACT IS TO BE 
CONFIRMED BY THE TESTIMONY OF 
TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. 

2Co 13:2  I have previously said when 
present the second time, and though now 
absent I say in advance to those who have 
sinned in the past and to all the rest as well,
that if I come again I will not spare anyone,
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Examine Ourselves To Be Able 
To Repent of Our Sins

2Co 13:3  since you are seeking for proof of 
the Christ who speaks in me, and who is not 
weak toward you, but mighty in you. 

2Co 13:7  Now we pray to God that you do 
no wrong; not that we ourselves may appear 
approved, but that you may do what is right, 
even though we may appear unapproved. 
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Examine Ourselves To Be Able 
To Repent of Our Sins

Act 8:18  Now when Simon saw that the 
Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of 
the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 

Act 8:19  saying, "Give this authority to me 
as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my 
hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 

Act 8:21  "You have no part or portion in this 
matter, for your heart is not right before God. 
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Examine Ourselves To Be Able 
To Repent of Our Sins

Act 8:22  "Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, 
if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 

Act 8:24  But Simon answered and said, 
"Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that 
nothing of what you have said may come 
upon me." 
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Examine Ourselves That We 
May Mature As Christians

2Co 13:8  For we can do nothing against the 
truth, but only for the truth. 

2Co 13:9  For we rejoice when we ourselves 
are weak but you are strong; this we also 
pray for, that you be made complete. 
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Examine Ourselves That We 
May Mature As Christians

2Co 13:10  For this reason I am writing 
these things while absent, so that when 
present I need not use severity, in 
accordance with the authority which the Lord 
gave me for building up and not for tearing 
down. 
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Examine Ourselves That We 
May Mature As Christians

2Co 3:1  Are we beginning to commend 
ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, 
letters of commendation to you or from you? 

2Co 3:2  You are our letter, written in our 
hearts, known and read by all men; 

2Co 3:18  But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, just as from the 
Lord, the Spirit. 46

Examine Ourselves That We 
May Mature As Christians

2Co 13:11  Finally, brethren, rejoice, be 
made complete, be comforted, be like-
minded, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace will be with you. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If 
We Are Rejoicing In The Lord

1Th 5:16  Rejoice always; 

1Th 5:17  pray without ceasing; 

1Th 5:18  in everything give thanks; for this 
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If 
We Are Being Made Complete

1Co 1:10  Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 

Gal 6:1  Brethren, even if anyone is caught 
in any trespass, you who are spiritual, 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; 
each one looking to yourself, so that you too 
will not be tempted. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If 
We Are Being Made Complete

1Pe 5:10  After you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who called you 
to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself 
perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish 
you. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Receiving God’s Comfort

2Co 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, 

2Co 1:4  who comforts us in all our affliction 
so that we will be able to comfort those who 
are in any affliction with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

2Co 1:5  For just as the sufferings of Christ 
are ours in abundance, so also our comfort 
is abundant through Christ. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Being Like-minded

1Co 1:10  Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 

1Co 2:16  For WHO HAS KNOWN THE 
MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL 
INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of 
Christ. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Being Like-minded

Php 2:5  Have this attitude in yourselves 
which was also in Christ Jesus, 

Php 2:6  who, although He existed in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Being Like-minded

Php 2:7  but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in 
the likeness of men. 

Php 2:8  Being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Living In Peace

Rom 12:17  Never pay back evil for evil to 
anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of 
all men. 

Rom 12:18  If possible, so far as it depends 
on you, be at peace with all men. 

Rom 12:19  Never take your own revenge, 
beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 
God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS 
MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Living In Peace

Rom 12:20  "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS 
HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS 
THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO 
DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING 
COALS ON HIS HEAD." 

Rom 12:21  Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Living In Peace

Rom 14:15  For if because of food your 
brother is hurt, you are no longer walking 
according to love. Do not destroy with your 
food him for whom Christ died. 

Rom 14:16  Therefore do not let what is for 
you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 

Rom 14:17  for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
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Examine Ourselves To See If We 
Are Living In Peace

Eph 4:31  Let all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice. 

Eph 4:32  Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ also has forgiven you. 
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“Test yourselves to see if you are in 
the faith; examine yourselves!”

1. Jesus’ death and resurrection essential 
for our salvation

2. By what standard are we to examine 
ourselves?

3. With what attitudes toward God’s Word 
are we to examine ourselves?

4. What are some ways in which we are to 
apply God’s Word to ourselves?


