
2 Corinthians

Lesson 2
“…you were made sorrowful to the 

point of repentance;”

2 Cor. 7:8-11
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Introduction

• Although sin may give us temporary 
pleasure, in the end it brings eternal 
torment and sorrow

• Thankfully, we can avoid this by obeying 
the gospel, believing in Jesus to the point 
of repenting of sins and being baptized for 
forgiveness of sins

• But, before we can repent, we must be 
sorrowful for our sins leading us to turn 
from sins to God
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Introduction

• Being forgiven brings us joy, no longer 
condemned and having hope of eternal life

• Being a Christian means we continue to 
sorrow over our sins and repent praying 
for forgiveness so that we may continue to 
grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord

• The Corinthians had failed to be sorrowful 
over their sins, failing to mourn over and 
withdraw from a sinning brother who had 
not repented 4

Introduction

• Paul writes rebuking them out of anguish 
and love hoping they will turn

• In 2 Cor. 7, Paul rejoices that they did 
repent and did what was right toward the 
brother leading him to repent and be 
saved

• To be faithful to the Lord, we also must be 
sorrowful for ours sins, repent, pray for 
forgiveness and bear fruit by obeying God
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Paul Causes The Corinthians 
Temporary Sorrow By His Letter

2Co 7:8  For though I caused you sorrow by 
my letter, I do not regret it; though I did 
regret it--for I see that that letter caused you 
sorrow, though only for a while--
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Paul Writes Out of Anguish, 
Tears and Love

2Co 2:1  But I determined this for my own 
sake, that I would not come to you in sorrow 
again. 

2Co 2:2  For if I cause you sorrow, who then 
makes me glad but the one whom I made 
sorrowful? 
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Paul Writes Out of Anguish, 
Tears and Love

2Co 2:3  This is the very thing I wrote you, 
so that when I came, I would not have 
sorrow from those who ought to make me 
rejoice; having confidence in you all that my 
joy would be the joy of you all. 

2Co 2:4  For out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart I wrote to you with many 
tears; not so that you would be made 
sorrowful, but that you might know the love 
which I have especially for you. 8

Parents’ Discipline Is An 
Expression of Their Love

Pro 13:24  He who withholds his rod hates 
his son, But he who loves him disciplines 
him diligently. 
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God’s Discipline Is An 
Expression of His Love

Heb 12:5  and you have forgotten the 
exhortation which is addressed to you as 
sons, "MY SON, DO NOT REGARD 
LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, 
NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED 
BY HIM; 

Heb 12:6  FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD 
LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE 
SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE 
RECEIVES." 10

God’s Discipline Is For Our 
Good To Make Us Holy

Heb 12:10  For they disciplined us for a 
short time as seemed best to them, but He 
disciplines us for our good, so that we may 
share His holiness. 
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God’s Discipline Is Painful But 
Brings Joy Through Repentance
Heb 12:11  All discipline for the moment 
seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to 
those who have been trained by it, 
afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness. 
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Paul Rebukes Them For Not Mourning Over 
and Removing Their Sinning Brother

1Co 5:1  It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and immorality of 
such a kind as does not exist even among 
the Gentiles, that someone has his father's 
wife. 

1Co 5:2  You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that the one 
who had done this deed would be removed 
from your midst. 
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Discipline Him That He May 
Repent and Be Saved

1Co 5:3  For I, on my part, though absent in 
body but present in spirit, have already 
judged him who has so committed this, as 
though I were present. 

1Co 5:4  In the name of our Lord Jesus, 
when you are assembled, and I with you in 
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 
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Discipline Him That He May 
Repent and Be Saved

1Co 5:5  I have decided to deliver such a 
one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 
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Discipline Him That Sin May Not 
Spread Through The Church

1Co 5:6  Your boasting is not good. Do you 
not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump of dough?

1Co 5:7  Clean out the old leaven so that 
you may be a new lump, just as you are in 
fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover 
also has been sacrificed. 
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Discipline Him That Sin May Not 
Spread Through The Church

1Co 5:8  Therefore let us celebrate the 
feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
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How They Were To Discipline 
The Sinning Brother

1Co 5:9  I wrote you in my letter not to 
associate with immoral people; 

1Co 5:10  I did not at all mean with the 
immoral people of this world, or with the 
covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for 
then you would have to go out of the world. 
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How They Were To Discipline 
The Sinning Brother

1Co 5:11  But actually, I wrote to you not to 
associate with any so-called brother if he is 
an immoral person, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a 
swindler--not even to eat with such a one. 

1Co 5:12  For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Do you not judge those who are 
within the church?
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How They Were To Discipline 
The Sinning Brother

1Co 5:13  But those who are outside, God 
judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN 
FROM AMONG YOURSELVES. 

2Th 3:14  If anyone does not obey our 
instruction in this letter, take special note of 
that person and do not associate with him, 
so that he will be put to shame. 

2Th 3:15  Yet do not regard him as an 
enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 
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What Is Repentance?

metanoia (G3341), 

"afterthought, change of mind, repentance," 

“In the NT the subject chiefly has reference 
to "repentance" from sin, and this change of 
mind involves both a turning from sin and a 
turning to God.”

Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of 
New Testament Words
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What Is Repentance?

• A change of mind that leads us to turn 
from sin and turn to God

• Produced by godly sorrow

• Resulting in a changed life
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Repentance Must Be Toward 
God

Act 20:20  how I did not shrink from 
declaring to you anything that was profitable, 
and teaching you publicly and from house to 
house, 

Act 20:21  solemnly testifying to both Jews 
and Greeks of repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Made Sorrowful To The Point Of 
Repentance

2Co 7:9  I now rejoice, not that you were 
made sorrowful, but that you were made 
sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you 
were made sorrowful according to the will of
God, so that you might not suffer loss in 
anything through us. 
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Made Sorrowful To The Point Of 
Repentance

• The Word of God produces sorrow within 
us causing us to mourn over our sins 
because they are against Him, violate His 
perfect Word

• Because we regret our sins and want to 
please God, we turn to Him seeking His 
mercy that we may begin again to serve 
Him

• Thankfully, this happened with most of the 
Corinthians
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Made Sorrowful To The Point Of 
Repentance

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is living and 
active and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and piercing as far as the division of 
soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

26

Made Sorrowful To The Point Of 
Repentance

Mat 5:4  "Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. 
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Made Sorrowful To The Point Of 
Repentance

Psa 51:1  For the choir director. A Psalm 
of David, when Nathan the prophet came 
to him, after he had gone in to 
Bathsheba. Be gracious to me, O God, 
according to Your lovingkindness; According 
to the greatness of Your compassion blot 
out my transgressions. 

Psa 51:2  Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity And cleanse me from my sin. 
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Made Sorrowful To The Point Of 
Repentance

Psa 51:3  For I know my transgressions, 
And my sin is ever before me. 

Psa 51:4  Against You, You only, I have 
sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, 
So that You are justified when You speak 
And blameless when You judge.
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Made Sorrowful To The Point Of 
Repentance

Luk 15:17  "But when he came to his 
senses, he said, 'How many of my father's 
hired men have more than enough bread, 
but I am dying here with hunger! 

Luk 15:18  'I will get up and go to my father, 
and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in your sight; 

Luk 15:19  I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me as one of your 
hired men."' 30

“…you were made sorrowful to 
the point of repentance;”

1. Paul causes the Corinthians temporary 
sorrow by his letter

2. What is repentance?

3. Made sorrowful to the point of 
repentance

4. Two different kinds of sorrow and two 
different results

5. Joyous penitent fruitful Christians

6. God’s word, sorrow, repentance and joy 
today
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Two Different Kinds Of Sorrow 
And Two Different Results

2Co 7:10  For the sorrow that is according to 
the will of God produces a repentance 
without regret, leading to salvation, but the 
sorrow of the world produces death. 
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Two Different Kinds Of Sorrow 
And Two Different Results

• Again, sorrow according to God’s will 
produces a change of mind because we 
are grieved that we have grieved a loving 
and holy God by violating His will

• This change of mind (repentance) leads us 
to seek His mercy according to His will 
and to submit ourselves to what is right 
according to His will, bearing fruit to His 
glory
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Two Different Kinds Of Sorrow 
And Two Different Results

• Sorrow of the world is grieving over our 
sins because we are either sorry we got 
caught or sorry because of the physical 
consequences of sin

• We regret our sins and may even change 
our life in some ways but do not seek 
God’s mercy or submit to His will to His 
glory

• The result is spiritual death, separation 
from God 34

Two Different Kinds Of Sorrow 
Displayed By Peter and Judas

Mat 26:73  A little later the bystanders came 
up and said to Peter, "Surely you too are 
one of them; for even the way you talk gives 
you away." 

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and 
swear, "I do not know the man!" And 
immediately a rooster crowed. 
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Two Different Kinds Of Sorrow 
Displayed By Peter and Judas

Mat 26:75  And Peter remembered the word 
which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster 
crows, you will deny Me three times." And 
he went out and wept bitterly. 

Mat 27:3  Then when Judas, who had 
betrayed Him, saw that He had been 
condemned, he felt remorse and returned 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and elders, 
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Two Different Kinds Of Sorrow 
Displayed By Peter and Judas

Mat 27:4  saying, "I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood." But they said, 
"What is that to us? See to that yourself!" 

Mat 27:5  And he threw the pieces of silver 
into the temple sanctuary and departed; and 
he went away and hanged himself. 
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Two Different Kinds Of Sorrow 
Displayed By Peter and Judas

Act 2:14  But Peter, taking his stand with the 
eleven, raised his voice and declared to 
them: "Men of Judea and all you who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give 
heed to my words. 
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Repentance Toward God Will 
Result In Bearing Fruit For God

Jon 3:10  When God saw their deeds, that 
they turned from their wicked way, then God 
relented concerning the calamity which He 
had declared He would bring upon them. 
And He did not do it.
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Repentance Toward God Will 
Result In Bearing Fruit For God

Mat 3:8  "Therefore bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance; 

Act 26:20  but kept declaring both to those 
of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem 
and then throughout all the region of Judea, 
and even to the Gentiles, that they should 
repent and turn to God, performing deeds 
appropriate to repentance. 
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Joyous Penitent Fruitful 
Christians

2Co 2:5  But if any has caused sorrow, he 
has caused sorrow not to me, but in some 
degree--in order not to say too much--to all 
of you. 

2Co 2:6  Sufficient for such a one is this 
punishment which was inflicted by the 
majority, 
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Joyous Penitent Fruitful 
Christians

2Co 2:7  so that on the contrary you should 
rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise 
such a one might be overwhelmed by 
excessive sorrow. 

2Co 2:8  Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm 
your love for him. 

2Co 2:9  For to this end also I wrote, so that 
I might put you to the test, whether you are 
obedient in all things. 
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Joyous Penitent Fruitful 
Christians

2Co 2:10  But one whom you forgive 
anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I 
have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I 
did it for your sakes in the presence of 
Christ, 

2Co 2:11  so that no advantage would be 
taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant 
of his schemes. 
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Joyous Penitent Fruitful 
Christians

2Co 7:11  For behold what earnestness this 
very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced 
in you: what vindication of yourselves, what 
indignation, what fear, what longing, what 
zeal, what avenging of wrong! In everything 
you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent 
in the matter. 
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The Fruit of Earnestness

Rom 12:11  not lagging behind in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
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The Fruit of Vindication of 
Yourselves

1Pe 3:15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to give 
an account for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and reverence; 
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The Fruit of Indignation

Mar 3:5  After looking around at them with 
anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He 
*said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." 
And he stretched it out, and his hand was 
restored. 
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The Fruit of Indignation

Jud 1:22  And have mercy on some, who 
are doubting; 

Jud 1:23  save others, snatching them out of 
the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, 
hating even the garment polluted by the 
flesh. 
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The Fruit of Fear

2Co 5:11  Therefore, knowing the fear of the 
Lord, we persuade men, but we are made 
manifest to God; and I hope that we are 
made manifest also in your consciences. 

2Co 7:1  Therefore, having these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God. 
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The Fruit of Fear

Gal 6:1  Brethren, even if anyone is caught 
in any trespass, you who are spiritual, 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; 
each one looking to yourself, so that you too 
will not be tempted. 
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The Fruit of Fear

1Ti 5:19  Do not receive an accusation 
against an elder except on the basis of two 
or three witnesses. 

1Ti 5:20  Those who continue in sin, rebuke 
in the presence of all, so that the rest also 
will be fearful of sinning.
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The Fruit of Longing (Vehement 
Desire)

2Co 7:7  and not only by his coming, but 
also by the comfort with which he was 
comforted in you, as he reported to us your 
longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so 
that I rejoiced even more. 
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The Fruit of Zeal

Rev 3:16  'So because you are lukewarm, 
and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
My mouth. 
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The Fruit of Avenging of Wrong

Rom 12:17  Never pay back evil for evil to 
anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of 
all men. 

2Co 2:6  Sufficient for such a one is this 
punishment which was inflicted by the 
majority, 
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The Fruit of Avenging of Wrong

2Co 2:7  so that on the contrary you should 
rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise 
such a one might be overwhelmed by 
excessive sorrow. 

2Co 2:8  Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm 
your love for him. 
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Rejoicing Over Those Who 
Repent

Luk 15:7  "I tell you that in the same way, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance. 

2Co 7:9  I now rejoice, not that you were 
made sorrowful, but that you were made 
sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you 
were made sorrowful according to the will of
God, so that you might not suffer loss in 
anything through us. 56

God’s Word, Sorrow, 
Repentance And Joy Today

Act 2:36  "Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?"
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God’s Word, Sorrow, 
Repentance And Joy Today

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Act 2:41  So then, those who had received 
his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about three thousand souls. 
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God’s Word, Sorrow, 
Repentance And Joy Today

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 

Act 2:46  Day by day continuing with one 
mind in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they were taking their 
meals together with gladness and sincerity 
of heart, 
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God’s Word, Sorrow, 
Repentance And Joy Today

Act 2:47  praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord was adding to 
their number day by day those who were 
being saved. 
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God’s Word, Sorrow, 
Repentance And Joy Today

Act 8:21  "You have no part or portion in this 
matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

Act 8:22  "Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, 
if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 
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God’s Word, Sorrow, 
Repentance And Joy Today

Act 8:23  "For I see that you are in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity." 

Act 8:24  But Simon answered and said, 
"Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that 
nothing of what you have said may come 
upon me." 
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“…you were made sorrowful to 
the point of repentance;”

1. Paul causes the Corinthians temporary 
sorrow by his letter

2. What is repentance?

3. Made sorrowful to the point of 
repentance

4. Two different kinds of sorrow and two 
different results

5. Joyous penitent fruitful Christians

6. God’s word, sorrow, repentance and joy 
today


