Amos

Bad News In Good Times

Three Popular But False Ideas

1. As long as we do our jobs, our moral
behavior does not matter

2. Main goal of life is possessing material
things

3. As long as our nation prospers, personal
morality does not matter

Introduction

* Deception — morality is determined by
personal judgment that has no effect on
the society

* The proof is our economic prosperity

» Amos preached to a prosperous Israel and
brought a message of judgment because
of their sins to those who trusted in their
prosperity

Introduction

+ Today, unrighteousness abounds with only
concern for increase in material things

* These sins adversely affect both
individuals and our nation

+ We encourage repentance of our nation so
that we may not stand in peril of the same
types of judgments which these sins bring

+ As individuals, no matter what happens to
the nation, repentance and obedience to
the Lord is demanded 4

When Did Amos Prophesy?

+ 931 BC 10 tribes of Israel separate from
Judah and Benjamin and form northern
kingdom

+ All kings of Israel were unrighteous

+ 793-753 BC Jeroboam Il ruled during
Israel’s greatest material prosperity

+ 755 BC (suggested date) Amos sent from
Judah to prophesy against Israel

+ 722 BC Israel taken captive by Assyria

Who Was Amos and How Was
His Message Received?

+ Amos means burden-bearer
* He was a shepherd and gatherer of
sycamore fruit

+ His message was one of coming judgment
and need for repentance of sins and
obedience to God

+ His message was rejected and he was
threatened




Who Was Amos and How Was
His Message Received?

Amo 1:1 The words of Amos, who was
among the sheepherders from Tekoa, which
he envisioned in visions concerning Israel in
the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the
days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king of
Israel, two years before the earthquake.

Amo 1:2 He said, "The LORD roars from
Zion And from Jerusalem He utters His
voice; And the shepherds' pasture grounds
mourn, And the summit of Carmel dries up."7

Who Was Amos and How Was
His Message Received?

Amo 7:10 Then Amaziah, the priest of
Bethel, sent word to Jeroboam king of Israel,
saying, "Amos has conspired against you in
the midst of the house of Israel; the land is
unable to endure all his words.

Amo 7:11 "For thus Amos says, 'Jeroboam
will die by the sword and Israel will certainly
go from its land into exile."

Who Was Amos and How Was
His Message Received?

Amo 7:12 Then Amaziah said to Amos,
"Go, you seer, flee away to the land of
Judah and there eat bread and there do
your prophesying!

Amo 7:13 "But no longer prophesy at
Bethel, for it is a sanctuary of the king and a
royal residence."

Who Was Amos and How Was
His Message Received?

Amo 7:14 Then Amos replied to Amaziah, "l
am not a prophet, nor am | the son of a
prophet; for | am a herdsman and a grower
of sycamore figs.

Amo 7:15 "But the LORD took me from
following the flock and the LORD said to me,
'Go prophesy to My people Israel.’
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Who Was Amos and How Was
His Message Received?

Amo 7:16 "Now hear the word of the LORD:
you are saying, 'You shall not prophesy
against Israel nor shall you speak against
the house of Isaac.’
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Who Was Amos and How Was
His Message Received?

Amo 7:17 "Therefore, thus says the LORD,
"Your wife will become a harlot in the city,
your sons and your daughters will fall by the
sword, your land will be parceled up by a
measuring line and you yourself will die
upon unclean soil. Moreover, Israel will
certainly go from its land into exile."
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God Punishes All Sinful Nations
Including Israel and Judah

Amo 1:11 Thus says the LORD, "For three
transgressions of Edom and for four | will not
revoke its punishment, Because he pursued
his brother with the sword, While he stifled
his compassion; His anger also tore
continually, And he maintained his fury
forever.
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God Punishes All Sinful Nations
Including Israel and Judah

Amo 1:13 Thus says the LORD, "For three
transgressions of the sons of Ammon and
for four | will not revoke its punishment,
Because they ripped open the pregnant
women of Gilead In order to enlarge their
borders.
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God Punishes All Sinful Nations
Including Israel and Judah

Amo 2:4 Thus says the LORD, "For three
transgressions of Judah and for four | will
not revoke its punishment, Because they
rejected the law of the LORD And have not
kept His statutes; Their lies also have led
them astray, Those after which their fathers
walked.
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God Punishes All Sinful Nations
Including Israel and Judah

Amo 2:6 Thus says the LORD, "For three
transgressions of Israel and for four | will not
revoke its punishment, Because they sell the
righteous for money And the needy for a pair
of sandals.

Pro 14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation,
But sin is a disgrace to any people.
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Love of Material Things
Condemned

Amo 5:11 Therefore because you impose
heavy rent on the poor And exact a tribute of
grain from them, Though you have built
houses of well-hewn stone, Yet you will not
live in them; You have planted pleasant
vineyards, yet you will not drink their wine.

Amo 5:12 For | know your transgressions
are many and your sins are great, You who
distress the righteous and accept bribes And
turn aside the poor in the gate. 17

Love of Material Things
Condemned

Amo 5:13 Therefore at such a time the
prudent person keeps silent, for it is an evil
time.

Amo 8:4 Hear this, you who trample the
needy, to do away with the humble of the
land,
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Love of Material Things
Condemned

Amo 8:5 saying, "When will the new moon
be over, So that we may sell grain, And the
sabbath, that we may open the wheat
market, To make the bushel smaller and the
shekel bigger, And to cheat with dishonest
scales,

Amo 8:6 So as to buy the helpless for
money And the needy for a pair of sandals,
And that we may sell the refuse of the
wheat?" 19

Love of Material Things
Condemned Today

Col 3:5 Therefore consider the members of
your earthly body as dead to immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed,
which amounts to idolatry.
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Sexual Sins Condemned

Amo 2:7 "These who pant after the very
dust of the earth on the head of the helpless
Also turn aside the way of the humble; And
a man and his father resort to the same girl
In order to profane My holy name.
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Sexual Sins Condemned Today

1Co 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin
that a man commits is outside the body, but
the immoral man sins against his own body.

Mat 19:9 "And | say to you, whoever
divorces his wife, except for immorality, and
marries another woman commits adultery."
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Seeking of Luxury and Worldly
Pleasure Condemned

Amo 3:15 "| will also smite the winter house
together with the summer house; The
houses of ivory will also perish And the great
houses will come to an end," Declares the
LORD.

Amo 4:1 Hear this word, you cows of
Bashan who are on the mountain of
Samaria, Who oppress the poor, who crush
the needy, Who say to your husbands,
"Bring now, that we may drink!" 23

Seeking of Luxury and Worldly
Pleasure Condemned

Amo 6:1 Woe to those who are at ease in
Zion And to those who feel secure in the
mountain of Samaria, The distinguished
men of the foremost of nations, To whom
the house of Israel comes.

Amo 6:4 Those who recline on beds of ivory
And sprawl on their couches, And eat lambs
from the flock And calves from the midst of
the stall,
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Seeking of Luxury and Worldly
Pleasure Condemned

Amo 6:5 Who improvise to the sound of the
harp, And like David have composed songs
for themselves,

Amo 6:6 Who drink wine from sacrificial
bowls While they anoint themselves with the
finest of oils, Yet they have not grieved over
the ruin of Joseph.

Amo 6:7 Therefore, they will now go into
exile at the head of the exiles, And the
sprawlers' banqueting will pass away. 25

Seeking of Luxury and Worldly
Pleasure Condemned Today

Tit 3:3 For we also once were foolish
ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved
to various lusts and pleasures, spending our
life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one
another.
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Shallow Superficial Irreverent
Worship Condemned
Amo 5:21 "l hate, | reject your festivals, Nor
do I delight in your solemn assemblies.

Amo 5:22 "Even though you offer up to Me
burnt offerings and your grain offerings, | will
not accept them; And | will not even look at
the peace offerings of your fatlings.
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Shallow Superficial Irreverent
Worship Condemned

Amo 5:23 "Take away from Me the noise of
your songs; | will not even listen to the
sound of your harps.

Amo 5:24 "But let justice roll down like
waters And righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.
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Shallow Superficial Irreverent
Worship Condemned Today

Heb 12:28 Therefore, since we receive a
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us
show gratitude, by which we may offer to
God an acceptable service with reverence
and awe;

Heb 12:29 for our God is a consuming fire.
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Prepare To Meet Your God

Amo 4:12 "Therefore thus | will do to you, O
Israel; Because | will do this to you, Prepare
to meet your God, O Israel."

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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