Cases of Conversion

Cornelius A Good Man Who Was
Lost v2

Character of Cornelius before
he became a Christian

Act 10:1 Now there was a man at Caesarea
named Cornelius, a centurion of what was
called the ltalian cohort,

Act 10:2 a devout man and one who feared
God with all his household, and gave many
alms to the Jewish people and prayed to
God continually.

How could a man like Cornelius

still be lost?

* Cornelius had not obeyed Jesus, His
savior and Lord

+ Cornelius, like all accountable people, was
guilty of sins and in need of the cleansing
blood of Jesus

+ Although Cornelius had some knowledge
of Jesus, he needed to know about what
Jesus did to save humanity, His perfect
life, death, burial, resurrection and now
ruling in heaven

How could a man like Cornelius

still be lost?

+ He did not know how to obey the gospel,
God’s one plan of salvation for both Jews
and Gentiles

+ He did not know that God had appointed
Jesus as Judge of all including him

* But He wanted to hear and do all the Lord
commanded him to be saved

Cornelius commanded to send for
Peter to preach the gospel to them

Act 10:3 About the ninth hour of the day he
clearly saw in a vision an angel of God who
had just come in and said to him,
"Cornelius!"

Act 10:4 And fixing his gaze on him and
being much alarmed, he said, "What is it,
Lord?" And he said to him, "Your prayers
and alms have ascended as a memorial

before God.

Cornelius commanded to send for
Peter to preach the gospel to them
Act 10:5 "Now dispatch some men to Joppa

and send for a man named Simon, who is
also called Peter;

Act 10:6 he is staying with a tanner named
Simon, whose house is by the sea."




Cornelius commanded to send for
Peter to preach the gospel to them

Act 11:13 "And he reported to us how he
had seen the angel standing in his house,
and saying, 'Send to Joppa and have Simon,
who is also called Peter, brought here;

Act 11:14 and he will speak words to you by
which you will be saved, you and all your
household.'

Why did Cornelius and his household
need to hear the gospel?

Rom 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek.

Peter commanded to go to

Cornelius’ house
Act 11:5 "l was in the city of Joppa praying;
and in a trance | saw a vision, an object
coming down like a great sheet lowered by
four corners from the sky; and it came right
down to me,

Act 11:6 and when | had fixed my gaze on it
and was observing it | saw the four-footed
animals of the earth and the wild beasts and
the crawling creatures and the birds of the
air.

Peter commanded to go to
Cornelius’ house
Act 11:7 "l also heard a voice saying to me,
'Get up, Peter; kill and eat.'

Act 11:8 "But | said, 'By no means, Lord, for
nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered
my mouth.'

Act 11:9 "But a voice from heaven
answered a second time, 'What God has
cleansed, no longer consider unholy.'

10

Peter commanded to go to

Cornelius’ house

Act 11:10 "This happened three times, and
everything was drawn back up into the sky.

Act 11:11 "And behold, at that moment
three men appeared at the house in which
we were staying, having been sent to me
from Caesarea.

Act 11:12 "The Spirit told me to go with
them without misgivings. These six brethren
also went with me and we entered the man's

house. "

Why did God have to command
Peter to go to Cornelius’ house?

+ Until Cornelius, the gospel had been
spoken only to the Jews, many of whom
were still prejudiced against the Gentiles

+ It was not clear to them that the Gentiles
should be taught the gospel and received
as Christians, equal to the Jews
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Why did God have to command
Peter to go to Cornelius’ house?

* |t was not clear to them that all could be
saved without being circumcised and
keeping the Law of Moses

+ With God'’s help through the Spirit’s
commands and a vision, Peter went
willingly, taking six Jewish Christians with
him

« But, it would take another miracle for God
to teach them to accept the Gentiles as

spiritual equals 1

Why did God have to command
Peter to go to Cornelius’ house?

Act 10:28 And he said to them, "You

yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man
who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or
to visit him; and yet God has shown me that
| should not call any man unholy or unclean.

Act 10:34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: "l
most certainly understand now that God is
not one to show partiality,
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Why did God have to command
Peter to go to Cornelius’ house?

Act 10:35 but in every nation the man who
fears Him and does what is right is welcome
to Him.
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Cornelius and household are
ready to hear the gospel

Act 10:24 On the following day he entered
Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for

them and had called together his relatives

and close friends.

Act 10:33 "So | sent for you immediately,
and you have been kind enough to come.
Now then, we are all here present before
God to hear all that you have been
commanded by the Lord."
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Peter preaches the gospel to
Cornelius and household

Act 10:36 "The word which He sent to the
sons of Israel, preaching peace through
Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)--

Act 10:37 you yourselves know the thing
which took place throughout all Judea,
starting from Galilee, after the baptism which
John proclaimed.
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Peter preaches the gospel to

Cornelius and household

Act 10:38 "You know of Jesus of Nazareth,
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit
and with power, and how He went about
doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with
Him.

Act 10:39 "We are witnesses of all the
things He did both in the land of the Jews
and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to

death by hanging Him on a cross.
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Peter preaches the gospel to
Cornelius and household

Act 10:40 "God raised Him up on the third
day and granted that He become visible,

Act 10:41 not to all the people, but to
witnesses who were chosen beforehand by
God, that is, to us who ate and drank with
Him after He arose from the dead.

Act 10:42 "And He ordered us to preach to
the people, and solemnly to testify that this
is the One who has been appointed by God

as Judge of the living and the dead. 19

Peter preaches the gospel to
Cornelius and household

Act 10:43 "Of Him all the prophets bear
witness that through His name everyone
who believes in Him receives forgiveness of
sins."
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While Peter is speaking, Cornelius and His
household are baptized with the Holy Spirit

Act 10:44 While Peter was still speaking
these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those who were listening to the message.

Act 10:45 All the circumcised believers who
came with Peter were amazed, because the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
on the Gentiles also.

Act 10:46 For they were hearing them
speaking with tongues and exalting God.

Then Peter answered, ”

Why was Cornelius and his household
baptized with the Holy Spirit?

* The 12 apostles were baptized with the
Holy Spirit to reveal and confirm the
gospel beginning with the Jews, Acts 2,
foretold in Joel 2:28-32

+ Cornelius and household were baptized in
the Holy Spirit to confirm to the Jews that
all must hear and be saved by the same
gospel including the Gentiles, non-Jews

* The gospel must be preached to all

nations
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Why was Cornelius and his household
baptized with the Holy Spirit?

Act 11:15 "And as | began to speak, the
Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did
upon us at the beginning.

Act 11:16 "And | remembered the word of
the Lord, how He used to say, 'John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit.’
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Why was Cornelius and his household
baptized with the Holy Spirit?

Act 11:17 "Therefore if God gave to them
the same gift as He gave to us also after
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was |
that | could stand in God's way?"

Act 11:18 When they heard this, they
quieted down and glorified God, saying,
"Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles
also the repentance that leads to life."
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Must we be baptized with the
Holy Spirit today to be saved?

» Many point to Cornelius as an example
that we must be baptized with the Holy
Spirit in order to be saved

* But, the baptism of the Holy Spirit on
Cornelius and household was not a
command to be obeyed but a promise
received directly from heaven
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Must we be baptized with the
Holy Spirit today to be saved?

* The purpose again was not for Cornelius
to be saved but for the Jews to understand
that God would save them by the gospel in
the same way He saved the Jews

* In order to be saved, forgiven, Cornelius,
like all, believed to the point of repenting
and being baptized, immersed in water, in
the name of Jesus, for forgiveness of sins
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What did they do to be saved?

Act 10:47 "Surely no one can refuse the
water for these to be baptized who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can
he?"

Act 10:48 And he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then
they asked him to stay on for a few days.
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What did they do to be saved?

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Mat 26:28 for this is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins.
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Are we good enough to be saved
without obeying the gospel?
+ Although Cornelius was devout, feared

God, was benevolent and prayerful, he
was not saved until he obeyed the gospel

* He was not saved by receiving the
baptism of the Holy Spirit

+ He was not saved by the sinner’s prayer

+ Like Cornelius, why not obey the gospel
today by believing in Jesus, repenting of
your sins and being baptized for

forgiveness of your sins? 2




