
Do Not Make Full Use of This 
World

1 Cor. 7:29-31
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Introduction

• Christians are warned not to follow the 
sinful thinking and conduct of this present 
world

• However, we are also warned not to 
become so entangled with the lawful 
things of this world that we become 
distracted and unfruitful in serving God

• This world is temporary but we look for 
eternal life with God
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Do Not Make Full Use of This 
World That Is Passing Away

1Co 7:29  But this I say, brethren, the time 
has been shortened, so that from now on 
those who have wives should be as though 
they had none; 

1Co 7:30  and those who weep, as though 
they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as 
though they did not rejoice; and those who 
buy, as though they did not possess; 
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Do Not Make Full Use of This 
World That Is Passing Away

1Co 7:31  and those who use the world, as 
though they did not make full use of it; for 
the form of this world is passing away. 
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The Time Has Been Shortened

• Paul tells them the time is shortened 
possibly referring back to verse 26, the 
present distress which might be a 
persecution of Christians

• No matter the specific situation, our time 
on this earth is limited

• Therefore, we must use it wisely making 
the right decisions to serve the Lord

6

The Time Has Been Shortened

1Co 7:26  I think then that this is good in 
view of the present distress, that it is good 
for a man to remain as he is. 

Eph 5:15  Therefore be careful how you 
walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 

Eph 5:16  making the most of your time, 
because the days are evil. 

Eph 5:17  So then do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 
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The Principle – Do Not Make 
Full Use of This World

1Co 7:31  and those who use the world, as 
though they did not make full use of it; for 
the form of this world is passing away. 
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The Principle – Do Not Make 
Full Use of This World

• Paul warns that we use this world in such 
a way that we do not make full use of it

• Becoming entangled with the world 
regarding family, our emotions and 
possessions can lead us away from God

• As we use this world, live in family 
relationships, express sorrow and rejoicing 
and have material things, the Lord must be 
first in our lives seeking to glorify Him 
above all
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Love Families But Do Not Make 
Idols of Them

1Co 7:29  But this I say, brethren, the time 
has been shortened, so that from now on 
those who have wives should be as though 
they had none; 

Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her, 

Eph 5:26  so that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, 10

Love Families But Do Not Make 
Idols of Them

Eph 5:27  that He might present to Himself 
the church in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would 
be holy and blameless. 

Eph 5:28  So husbands ought also to love 
their own wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his own wife loves himself; 
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Love Families But Do Not Make 
Idols of Them

Eph 5:29  for no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ also does the church, 

Eph 5:30  because we are members of His 
body. 

Tit 2:3  Older women likewise are to be 
reverent in their behavior, not malicious 
gossips nor enslaved to much wine, 
teaching what is good, 
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Love Families But Do Not Make 
Idols of Them

Tit 2:4  so that they may encourage the 
young women to love their husbands, to love 
their children, 

Tit 2:5  to be sensible, pure, workers at 
home, kind, being subject to their own 
husbands, so that the word of God will not 
be dishonored.
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Love Families But Do Not Make 
Idols of Them

Mat 10:37  "He who loves father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me. 

Mat 10:38  "And he who does not take his 
cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 
Me. 

Mat 10:39  "He who has found his life will 
lose it, and he who has lost his life for My 
sake will find it. 14

Love Families But Do Not Make 
Idols of Them

Luk 14:26  "If anyone comes to Me, and 
does not hate his own father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be My disciple. 

Luk 14:27  "Whoever does not carry his own 
cross and come after Me cannot be My 
disciple. 
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Do Not Be Ruled By Emotions But 
Always Be Submissive To God

1Co 7:30  and those who weep, as though 
they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as 
though they did not rejoice; and those who 
buy, as though they did not possess; 

1Th 4:13  But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brethren, about those who are 
asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the 
rest who have no hope. 
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Do Not Be Ruled By Emotions But 
Always Be Submissive To God

1Co 15:32  If from human motives I fought 
with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it 
profit me? If the dead are not raised, LET 
US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW 
WE DIE. 
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Do Not Be Ruled By Emotions But 
Always Be Submissive To God

1Th 4:14  For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 

1Th 4:15  For this we say to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. 
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Do Not Be Ruled By Emotions But 
Always Be Submissive To God

1Th 4:16  For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet of God, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

1Th 4:17  Then we who are alive and remain 
will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
shall always be with the Lord. 

1Th 4:18  Therefore comfort one another 
with these words. 
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Do Not Be Ruled By Emotions But 
Always Be Submissive To God

1Co 12:26  And if one member suffers, all 
the members suffer with it; if one member is 
honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

Php 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, rejoice! 
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Do Not Be Ruled By Emotions But 
Always Be Submissive To God

Php 4:5  Let your gentle spirit be known to 
all men. The Lord is near. 

Php 4:6  Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 
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Do Not Be Possessed By Material 
Things But Use Them As God Directs

1Co 7:30  and those who weep, as though 
they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as 
though they did not rejoice; and those who 
buy, as though they did not possess; 

1Co 7:31  and those who use the world, as 
though they did not make full use of it; for 
the form of this world is passing away. 
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Do Not Be Possessed By Material 
Things But Use Them As God Directs

Luk 12:15  Then He said to them, "Beware, 
and be on your guard against every form of 
greed; for not even when one has an 
abundance does his life consist of his 
possessions." 

Luk 12:16  And He told them a parable, 
saying, "The land of a rich man was very 
productive. 
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Do Not Be Possessed By Material 
Things But Use Them As God Directs

Luk 12:17  "And he began reasoning to 
himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I 
have no place to store my crops?' 

Luk 12:18  "Then he said, 'This is what I will 
do: I will tear down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 
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Do Not Be Possessed By Material 
Things But Use Them As God Directs

Luk 12:19  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, 
you have many goods laid up for many 
years to come; take your ease, eat, drink 
and be merry."' 

Luk 12:20  "But God said to him, 'You fool! 
This very night your soul is required of you; 
and now who will own what you have 
prepared?' 
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Do Not Be Possessed By Material 
Things But Use Them As God Directs

Luk 12:21  "So is the man who stores up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God." 
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Do Not Be Possessed By Material 
Things But Use Them As God Directs

1Ti 6:6  But godliness actually is a means of 
great gain when accompanied by 
contentment. 

1Ti 6:7  For we have brought nothing into 
the world, so we cannot take anything out of 
it either. 

1Ti 6:8  If we have food and covering, with 
these we shall be content. 
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The One Who Does His Will 
Abides Forever

1Jn 2:15  Do not love the world nor the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

1Jn 2:16  For all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, 
but is from the world. 

1Jn 2:17  The world is passing away, and 
also its lusts; but the one who does the will 
of God lives forever. 


