“For this reason God will send
upon them a deluding
influence so that they will
believe what is false,”

Introduction

* Lies, things spoken that are false, are
destructive

* If we believe these lies and follow them,
they can be destructive even lead to death

+ Many believe the lie that they can handle

2 Thes. 2:11
drugs and alcohol with no bad effects
+ Because of drugs and alcohol, many have
suffered great damage including death
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Introduction Introduction

« Strangely, in religion, we are told that what
we believe does not matter as long as we
sincerely believe and practice it

* They say there are no negative eternal
consequences if we believe what is false
regarding the Bible

+ But, the Bible warns that believing and
following religious lies, errors, will cause
us to be eternally lost

+ Paul warns that God will send indirectly a
deluding influence by which people will be
deceived

+ Why? Because they chose not to receive
the love for the Truth to believe and obey it

» The result is their eternal condemnation
* |t does matter what we believe in religion

Paul’'s Warning About Believing
What Is False

2Th 2:10 and with all the deception of
wickedness for those who perish, because
they did not receive the love of the truth so
as to be saved.

2Th 2:11 For this reason God will send
upon them a deluding influence so that they
will believe what is false,

2Th 2:12 in order that they all may be
judged who did not believe the truth, but

took pleasure in wickedness. 5

Jesus’ Warning About Believing

What Is False

Mat 15:12 Then the disciples *came and
*said to Him, "Do You know that the
Pharisees were offended when they heard
this statement?"

Mat 15:13 But He answered and said,
"Every plant which My heavenly Father did
not plant shall be uprooted.

Mat 15:14 "Let them alone; they are blind
guides of the blind. And if a blind man
guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 6




An Example of Believing A Lie —
The Young Prophet From Judah

+ 931 BC the ten tribes of Israel separated
from Judah and Benjamin in the south and
form the northern kingdom

+ Jeroboam, the first king, introduces false
worship, false priests and a false feast

+ Built two golden calves one in Dan and
one in Bethel

» When about to burn incense on the altar in
Bethel during the feast, he is confronted
by the young prophet from Judah
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The Young Prophet Speaks and
Confirms God’s Word To Jeroboam

1Ki 13:1 Now behold, there came a man of
God from Judah to Bethel by the word of the
LORD, while Jeroboam was standing by the
altar to burn incense.

The Young Prophet Speaks and
Confirms God’s Word To Jeroboam

1Ki 13:2 He cried against the altar by the
word of the LORD, and said, "O altar, altar,

thus says the LORD, 'Behold, a son shall be
born to the house of David, Josiah by name;
and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of
the high places who burn incense on you,
and human bones shall be burned on you.

The Young Prophet Speaks and
Confirms God’s Word To Jeroboam

1Ki 13:3 Then he gave a sign the same
day, saying, "This is the sign which the
LORD has spoken, 'Behold, the altar shall
be split apart and the ashes which are on it
shall be poured out."
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The Young Prophet Speaks and
Confirms God’s Word To Jeroboam

1Ki 13:4 Now when the king heard the
saying of the man of God, which he cried
against the altar in Bethel, Jeroboam
stretched out his hand from the altar, saying,
"Seize him." But his hand which he
stretched out against him dried up, so that
he could not draw it back to himself.
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The Young Prophet Speaks and
Confirms God’s Word To Jeroboam

1Ki 13:5 The altar also was split apart and
the ashes were poured out from the altar,
according to the sign which the man of God
had given by the word of the LORD.

1Ki 13:6 The king said to the man of God,
"Please entreat the LORD your God, and
pray for me, that my hand may be restored
to me." So the man of God entreated the
LORD, and the king's hand was restored to
him, and it became as it was before. 12




The Young Prophet Obeys God’s
Word As He Leaves Israel

1Ki 13:7 Then the king said to the man of
God, "Come home with me and refresh
yourself, and | will give you a reward."

1Ki 13:8 But the man of God said to the
king, "If you were to give me half your house
| would not go with you, nor would | eat
bread or drink water in this place.
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The Young Prophet Obeys God’s
Word As He Leaves Israel

1Ki 13:9 "For so it was commanded me by
the word of the LORD, saying, "You shall eat
no bread, nor drink water, nor return by the
way which you came."

1Ki 13:10 So he went another way and did
not return by the way which he came to
Bethel.
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The Young Prophet Believes and
Obeys The Lie of An Old Prophet

1Ki 13:14 So he went after the man of God
and found him sitting under an oak; and he
said to him, "Are you the man of God who
came from Judah?" And he said, "l am."

1Ki 13:15 Then he said to him, "Come
home with me and eat bread."
1Ki 13:16 He said, "l cannot return with you,

nor go with you, nor will | eat bread or drink

water with you in this place.
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The Young Prophet Believes and
Obeys The Lie of An Old Prophet

1Ki 13:17 "For a command came to me by
the word of the LORD, 'You shall eat no
bread, nor drink water there; do not return
by going the way which you came."

1Ki 13:18 He said to him, "l also am a
prophet like you, and an angel spoke to me
by the word of the LORD, saying, 'Bring him
back with you to your house, that he may
eat bread and drink water." But he lied to
him. 16

The Young Prophet Believes and
Obeys The Lie of An Old Prophet

1Ki 13:19 So he went back with him, and
ate bread in his house and drank water.
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The Young Prophet Is Killed By A
Lion For Disobeying God’s Word

1Ki 13:20 Now it came about, as they were
sitting down at the table, that the word of the
LORD came to the prophet who had brought
him back;

1Ki 13:21 and he cried to the man of God
who came from Judah, saying, "Thus says
the LORD, 'Because you have disobeyed
the command of the LORD, and have not
observed the commandment which the
LORD your God commanded you, 18




The Young Prophet Is Killed By A
Lion For Disobeying God’s Word

1Ki 13:22 but have returned and eaten
bread and drunk water in the place of which
He said to you, "Eat no bread and drink no
water"; your body shall not come to the
grave of your fathers."

1Ki 13:23 It came about after he had eaten
bread and after he had drunk, that he
saddled the donkey for him, for the prophet
whom he had brought back.
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The Young Prophet Is Killed By A
Lion For Disobeying God’s Word

1Ki 13:24 Now when he had gone, a lion
met him on the way and killed him, and his
body was thrown on the road, with the
donkey standing beside it; the lion also was
standing beside the body.
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The Old Prophet Buries The
Young Prophet

1Ki 13:29 So the prophet took up the body
of the man of God and laid it on the donkey
and brought it back, and he came to the city
of the old prophet to mourn and to bury him.

1Ki 13:30 He laid his body in his own grave,
and they mourned over him, saying, "Alas,
my brother!"
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The Old Prophet Buries The
Young Prophet

1Ki 13:31 After he had buried him, he spoke
to his sons, saying, "When | die, bury me in
the grave in which the man of God is buried,;
lay my bones beside his bones.

1Ki 13:32 "For the thing shall surely come
to pass which he cried by the word of the
LORD against the altar in Bethel and against
all the houses of the high places which are
in the cities of Samaria."
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The Word of God Is The Only
Truth Everywhere

Joh 14:6 Jesus *said to him, "l am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father but through Me.

Joh 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your
word is truth.

Rom 3:4 May it never be! Rather, let God

be found true, though every man be found a
liar, as it is written, "THAT YOU MAY BE
JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS, AND
PREVAIL WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED." 23

The Word of God Is The Only
Truth Everywhere

Gal 1:8 But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, should preach to you a gospel
contrary to what we have preached to you,
he is to be accursed!

Gal 1:10 For am | now seeking the favor of
men, or of God? Or am | striving to please
men? If | were still trying to please men, |
would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
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Some Lies Many Believe Today
About God’s Word

1. Baptism is not essential to salvation
2. Once saved, we are always saved

3. Jesus’ church is composed of many
churches (denominations)

4. Sexual relations outside of marriage are
not sinful

5. Divorce for any reason is acceptable to
God

6. Homosexuality is pleasing to God o5

Why Not Love The Truth and
Repent and Be Baptized Today?

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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