How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

How has God communicated His
will to us so we may know how to

Introduction

+ Often, we wander, if there is only one
Bible, then why are there so many
denominations that believe and practice
different things?

+ Also, we wander, if Jesus built His one

church which should only follow His will,
then why do so many local churches of

im?
please Him’ Christ believe and practice things not
found in the New Testament?
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Introduction What is authority?

* The answer for these differences has to do
with how we believe God has established
His Divine authority

» This will determine how we understand
and apply His Word

* In this four part lesson, we seek to know
how God has communicated His authority
so we may understand, believe and obey
only what He would have us do

+ Authority simply means, the power or right
to command

* The one who has authority is the one who
makes laws executes them and judges
those in light of these laws

Why do we need authority?
* In all areas of life, we need authority to
function orderly and avoid chaos

+ Sadly, many accept the need for authority
in various areas of life, but deny there is a
need for authority in religion

* We need authority in
* Home
« Government
+ Work, school
* Religion

Jesus recognized the need for
authority

Mat 21:23 When He entered the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people
came to Him while He was teaching, and
said, "By what authority are You doing these
things, and who gave You this authority?"

Mat 21:24 Jesus said to them, "l will also
ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, | will
also tell you by what authority | do these
things.




Jesus recognized the need for
authority

Mat 21:25 "The baptism of John was from
what source, from heaven or from men?"
And they began reasoning among
themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From
heaven,' He will say to us, "Then why did
you not believe him?'

Mat 21:26 "But if we say, 'From men," we
fear the people; for they all regard John as a
prophet."
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Jesus recognized the need for
authority

Mat 21:27 And answering Jesus, they said,
"We do not know." He also said to them,
"Neither will | tell you by what authority | do
these things.

Jesus prayed His followers would
be unified on His apostles’ teaching

Joh 17:20 "I do not ask on behalf of these
alone, but for those also who believe in Me
through their word;

Joh 17:21 that they may all be one; even as
You, Father, are in Me and | in You, that
they also may be in Us, so that the world
may believe that You sent Me.

Jesus’ apostles commanded that
Christians be unified on their teaching

1Co 1:10 Now | exhort you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all
agree and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be made complete in the
same mind and in the same judgment.

1Co 1:11 For | have been informed
concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's
people, that there are quarrels among you.
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Jesus’ apostles commanded that
Christians be unified on their teaching

1Co 1:12 Now | mean this, that each one of
you is saying, "l am of Paul," and "l of
Apollos," and "l of Cephas," and "l of Christ."
1Co 1:13 Has Christ been divided? Paul
was not crucified for you, was he? Or were
you baptized in the name of Paul?
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Jesus has been given all
authority from the Father

Heb 1:1 God, after He spoke long ago to
the fathers in the prophets in many portions
and in many ways,

Heb 1:2 in these last days has spoken to us
in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the
world.
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Jesus has been given all
authority from the Father

Joh 8:29 "And He who sent Me is with Me;
He has not left Me alone, for | always do the
things that are pleasing to Him."

Mat 26:28 for this is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins.

Mat 26:32 "But after | have been raised, |
will go ahead of you to Galilee."
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Jesus has been given all

authority from the Father

Mat 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to
them, saying, "All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth.

Mat 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit,

Mat 28:20 teaching them to observe all that
| commanded you; and lo, | am with you

always, even to the end of the age." y

By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Joh 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that | said to you.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Joh 16:12 "l have many more things to say
to you, but you cannot bear them now.

Joh 16:13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth,
comes, He will guide you into all the truth;
for He will not speak on His own initiative,
but whatever He hears, He will speak; and
He will disclose to you what is to come.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 1:8 but you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to
the remotest part of the earth."
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:1 When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in one place.
Act 2:2 And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind,
and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:3 And there appeared to them
tongues as of fire distributing themselves,
and they rested on each one of them.

Ack 2odseiinehthesiwerccatindil e diwith g dtokyt
Spirit and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance.

19

By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:5 Now there were Jews living in
Jerusalem, devout men from every nation
under heaven.

Act 2:6 And when this sound occurred, the
crowd came together, and were bewildered
because each one of them was hearing
them speak in his own language.

Act 2:21 'AND IT SHALL BE THAT
EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME
OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:22 "Men of Israel, listen to these
words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested
to you by God with miracles and wonders
and signs which God performed through
Him in your midst, just as you yourselves
know--

Act 2:23 this Man, delivered over by the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of
God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of

godless men and put Him to death.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:24 "But God raised Him up again,
putting an end to the agony of death, since it
was impossible for Him to be held in its
power.

Act 2:29 "Brethren, | may confidently say to
you regarding the patriarch David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is
with us to this day.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:30 "And so, because he was a
prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN
TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF
HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,

Act 2:31 he looked ahead and spoke of the
resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS
NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR
DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.

23

By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:32 "This Jesus God raised up again,
to which we are all witnesses.

Act 2:33 "Therefore having been exalted to
the right hand of God, and having received
from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He has poured forth this which you
both see and hear.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:34 "For it was not David who
ascended into heaven, but he himself says:
'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT
MY RIGHT HAND,

Act 2:35 UNTIL | MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A
FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET."
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom
you crucified."

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
Act 2:39 "For the promise is for you and
your children and for all who are far off, as
many as the Lord our God will call to
Himself."
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:40 And with many other words he
solemnly testified and kept on exhorting
them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse
generation!"

Act 2:41 So then, those who had received
his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

Act 2:43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of
awe; and many wonders and signs were
taking place through the apostles.
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

1. What is authority and why do we need it?

2. Jesus has been given all authority from
the Father

3. By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

1Co 2:9 but just as it is written, "THINGS
WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR
HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT
ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL
THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE
WHO LOVE HIM."

1Co 2:10 For to us God revealed them
through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all
things, even the depths of God.
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

1Co 2:11 For who among men knows the
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the
man which is in him? Even so the thoughts
of God no one knows except the Spirit of
God.

1Co 2:12 Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, so that we may know the things freely
given to us by God,
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By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

1Co 2:13 which things we also speak, not in
words taught by human wisdom, but in those
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual
thoughts with spiritual words.

33

By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

2Ti 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness;

2Ti 3:17 so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work.
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The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is
complete

Eph 3:3 that by revelation there was made
known to me the mystery, as | wrote before
in brief.

Eph 3:4 By referring to this, when you read
you can understand my insight into the
mystery of Christ,
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The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is
complete

Eph 3:5 which in other generations was not
made known to the sons of men, as it has
now been revealed to His holy apostles and
prophets in the Spirit;
Eph 3:6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are
fellow heirs and fellow members of the body,
and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel,
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The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is
complete

Joh 20:30 Therefore many other signs
Jesus also performed in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book;
Joh 20:31 but these have been written so
that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
you may have life in His name.
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The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is
complete

Php 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you
have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your salvation with fear and
trembling;

Php 2:13 for it is God who is at work in you,
both to will and to work for His good
pleasure.
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The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is
complete

Jud 1:3 Beloved, while | was making every
effort to write you about our common
salvation, | felt the necessity to write to you
appealing that you contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for all handed down to
the saints.
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The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is
complete

Jud 1:4 For certain persons have crept in
unnoticed, those who were long beforehand
marked out for this condemnation, ungodly
persons who turn the grace of our God into
licentiousness and deny our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ.
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We must do all things by Jesus’
authority

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell
within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Col 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.
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We must do all things by Jesus’
authority

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do
not be embittered against them.

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your
parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing
to the Lord.

Col 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your

children, so that they will not lose heart.
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We must do all things by Jesus’
authority

Col 3:22 Slaves, in all things obey those
who are your masters on earth, not with
external service, as those who merely
please men, but with sincerity of heart,
fearing the Lord.

Col 3:23 Whatever you do, do your work
heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,
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We must do all things by Jesus’
authority

Col 3:24 knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the reward of the inheritance. It is
the Lord Christ whom you serve.

Col 3:25 For he who does wrong will
receive the consequences of the wrong
which he has done, and that without
partiality.
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We must do all things by Jesus’
authority

Col 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice
and fairness, knowing that you too have a
Master in heaven.

Col 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer,
keeping alert in it with an attitude of
thanksgiving;

45

We must do all things by Jesus’
authority

Col 4:3 praying at the same time for us as
well, that God will open up to us a door for
the word, so that we may speak forth the
mystery of Christ, for which | have also been
imprisoned;
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We must do all things by Jesus’
authority

Col 4:4 that | may make it clear in the way |
ought to speak.

Col 4:5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom
toward outsiders, making the most of the
opportunity.

Col 4:6 Let your speech always be with
grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that
you will know how you should respond to

each person.
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Some unacceptable ways of
establishing Divine authority

Personal opinions and emotions
Desires of the majority

Elders, preachers and other leaders
Local church with whom we assemble
The Old Testament

Unwritten and written traditions of men
Good results

S A S
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Personal opinions and emotions

Jer 10:23 | know, O LORD, that a man's
way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who
walks to direct his steps.

Pro 28:26 He who trusts in his own heart is
a fool, But he who walks wisely will be
delivered.
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Desires of the majority

Mat 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me,
'Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father who is in heaven will enter.
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Desires of the majority

Mat 7:22 "Many will say to Me on that day,
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your

name, and in Your name cast out demons,
and in Your name perform many miracles?'

Mat 7:23 "And then | will declare to them, 'l
never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU
WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS''
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Elders, preachers and other
leaders

Act 20:28 "Be on guard for yourselves and
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His
own blood.

Act 20:29 "I know that after my departure
savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock;
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Elders, preachers and other
leaders

Act 20:30 and from among your own selves
men will arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after them.

Act 20:31 "Therefore be on the alert,
remembering that night and day for a period
of three years | did not cease to admonish
each one with tears.
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Elders, preachers and other
leaders

2Ti 4:1 | solemnly charge you in the
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is
to judge the living and the dead, and by His
appearing and His kingdom:

2Ti 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort,
with great patience and instruction.
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Elders, preachers and other
leaders

2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting
to have their ears tickled, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers in
accordance to their own desires,

2Ti 4:4 and will turn away their ears from
the truth and will turn aside to myths.
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Elders, preachers and other
leaders

2Ti 4:5 But you, be sober in all things,
endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
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Local church with whom we
assemble

Rev 3:1 "To the angel of the church in
Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits
of God and the seven stars, says this: 'l
know your deeds, that you have a name that
you are alive, but you are dead.

Rev 3:2 'Wake up, and strengthen the
things that remain, which were about to die;
for | have not found your deeds completed in
the sight of My God.
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Local church with whom we
assemble

Rev 3:3 'So remember what you have
received and heard; and keep it, and repent.
Therefore if you do not wake up, | will come
like a thief, and you will not know at what
hour | will come to you.

Rev 3:4 'But you have a few people in
Sardis who have not soiled their garments;
and they will walk with Me in white, for they
are worthy.
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

1. What is authority and why do we need it?

2. Jesus has been given all authority from
the Father

3. By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

4. The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is complete

5. We must do all things by Jesus’ authority
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

6. Some unacceptable ways of establishing
Divine authority

Personal opinions and emotions
Desires of the majority

Elders, preachers and other leaders
Local church with whom we assemble
The Old Testament

Unwritten and written traditions of men
Good results

N R~
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The Old Testament

Rom 15:4 For whatever was written in
earlier times was written for our instruction,
so that through perseverance and the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope.

2Ti 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God as a workman who does
not need to be ashamed, accurately
handling the word of truth.
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The Old Testament

Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who
made both groups into one and broke down
the barrier of the dividing wall,

Eph 2:15 by abolishing in His flesh the
enmity, which is the Law of commandments
contained in ordinances, so that in Himself
He might make the two into one new man,
thus establishing peace,
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The Old Testament

Eph 2:16 and might reconcile them both in
one body to God through the cross, by it
having put to death the enmity.
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The Old Testament

Gal 5:3 And | testify again to every man
who receives circumcision, that he is under
obligation to keep the whole Law.

Gal 5:4 You have been severed from Christ,
you who are seeking to be justified by law;
you have fallen from grace.
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Unwritten and written traditions
of men

Mat 15:3 And He answered and said to
them, "Why do you yourselves transgress
the commandment of God for the sake of
your tradition?

Mat 15:4 "For God said, 'HONOR YOUR
FATHER AND MOTHER,' and, 'HE WHO
SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER
IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH.'
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Unwritten and written traditions
of men

Mat 15:5 "But you say, "Whoever says to his
father or mother, "Whatever | have that
would help you has been given to God,"

Mat 15:6 he is not to honor his father or his
mother.' And by this you invalidated the
word of God for the sake of your tradition.
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Unwritten and written traditions
of men

Mat 15:7 "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah
prophesy of you:

Mat 15:8 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME
WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS
FAR AWAY FROM ME.

Mat 15:9 'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS
DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN."
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Good results

2Sa 6:3 They placed the ark of God on a
new cart that they might bring it from the
house of Abinadab which was on the hill;
and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab,
were leading the new cart.

2Sa 6:4 So they brought it with the ark of
God from the house of Abinadab, which was
on the hill; and Ahio was walking ahead of
the ark.
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Good results

2Sa 6:5 Meanwhile, David and all the house
of Israel were celebrating before the LORD
with all kinds of instruments made of fir
wood, and with lyres, harps, tambourines,
castanets and cymbals.

2Sa 6:6 But when they came to the
threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out
toward the ark of God and took hold of it, for
the oxen nearly upset it.
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Good results

2Sa 6:7 And the anger of the LORD burned
against Uzzah, and God struck him down
there for his irreverence; and he died there
by the ark of God.

1Ch 15:1 Now David built houses for
himself in the city of David; and he prepared
a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent
for it.
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Good results

1Ch 15:2 Then David said, "No one is to
carry the ark of God but the Levites; for the
LORD chose them to carry the ark of God
and to minister to Him forever."

1Ch 15:13 "Because you did not carry it at
the first, the LORD our God made an
outburst on us, for we did not seek Him
according to the ordinance."
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Good results

Num 4:15 "When Aaron and his sons have
finished covering the holy objects and all the
furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp
is to set out, after that the sons of Kohath
shall come to carry them, so that they will
not touch the holy objects and die. These
are the things in the tent of meeting which
the sons of Kohath are to carry.
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Good results

Exo 25:13 "You shall make poles of acacia
wood and overlay them with gold.

Exo 25:14 "You shall put the poles into the
rings on the sides of the ark, to carry the ark
with them.

Exo 25:15 "The poles shall remain in the
rings of the ark; they shall not be removed
from it.
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Three ways God has
communicated His authority

* God has communicated His authority to us
in the Bible using the same ways we
communicate with one another

+ By commands and statements, examples
and necessary inferences, we
communicate with one another each day

+ We either tell someone something, tell
them what to do, show them what to do or

imply to them what to do
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Three ways God has
communicated His authority

* | do not believe we could communicate
anything to each other if we did not make
use of one or more of these ways of
communicating

* God has used these same means to
communicate His will so we can
understand and obey His word
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Direct statements and
commands

* Direct statements are statements of truth
that we must believe

* They would include the claims of Jesus’
identity, fulfilled prophecies and promises
of God

+ Direct commands are statements of
imperatives that we must obey

+ Direct commands can either be positive or

negative
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

Joh 1:2 He was in the beginning with God.

Joh 1:3 All things came into being through
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into
being that has come into being.
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

Joh 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory
as of the only begotten from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

Joh 20:30 Therefore many other signs
Jesus also performed in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book;

Joh 20:31 but these have been written so
that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
you may have life in His name.
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

1Co 11:23 For | received from the Lord that
which | also delivered to you, that the Lord
Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed
took bread;

1Co 11:24 and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and said, "This is My body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance of
Me."
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

1Co 11:25 In the same way He took the cup
also after supper, saying, "This cup is the
new covenant in My blood; do this, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

Eph 4:28 He who steals must steal no
longer; but rather he must labor, performing
with his own hands what is good, so that he
will have something to share with one who
has need.
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

Eph 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody with your heart to the Lord,;
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

1Co 16:1 Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as | directed the churches of
Galatia, so do you also.

1Co 16:2 On the first day of every week
each one of you is to put aside and save, as
he may prosper, so that no collections be
made when | come.

85

Examples of direct statements
and commands
Act 8:21 "You have no part or portion in this
matter, for your heart is not right before God.

Act 8:22 "Therefore repent of this
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that,
if possible, the intention of your heart may
be forgiven you.
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Examples of direct statements
and commands

Joh 13:34 "A new commandment | give to
you, that you love one another, even as |
have loved you, that you also love one
another.

Joh 13:35 "By this all men will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for
one another."
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

1. What is authority and why do we need it?

2. Jesus has been given all authority from
the Father

3. By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

4. The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is complete

5. We must do all things by Jesus’ authority
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

6. Some unacceptable ways of establishing
Divine authority

Personal opinions and emotions
Desires of the majority

Elders, preachers and other leaders
Local church with whom we assemble
The Old Testament

Unwritten and written traditions of men
Good results
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

. Three ways God has communicated His
authority
1. Direct statements and commands
2. Approved examples
3. Necessary inferences

~
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Approved examples

+ These are actions that are authorized by
the Lord and approved by His apostles

+ They indicate to us what practices pleased
God, which we must follow today

9

The apostles taught by
commands and examples
1Co 4:16 Therefore | exhort you, be
imitators of me.

1Co 4:17 For this reason | have sent to you
Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful
child in the Lord, and he will remind you of
my ways which are in Christ, just as | teach
everywhere in every church.
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The apostles taught by
commands and examples

1Co 11:1 Be imitators of me, just as | also
am of Christ.

Php 3:17 Brethren, join in following my
example, and observe those who walk
according to the pattern you have in us.

Php 4:9 The things you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, practice
these things, and the God of peace will be

with you.
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Approved example — Partaking of the Lord’s
Supper on the first day of the week

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

Act 20:7 On the first day of the week, when
we were gathered together to break bread,
Paul began talking to them, intending to
leave the next day, and he prolonged his
message until midnight.
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Approved example — Partaking of the Lord’s
Supper on the first day of the week

1Co 10:16 Is not the cup of blessing which
we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is
not the bread which we break a sharing in
the body of Christ?

1Co 10:17 Since there is one bread, we
who are many are one body; for we all
partake of the one bread.
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Approved example — Plurality of elders
appointed in each local church

Act 14:23 When they had appointed elders
for them in every church, having prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in
whom they had believed.

Php 1:1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of
Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the
overseers and deacons:
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Approved example — Preachers receiving
financial support from a local church

Php 4:14 Nevertheless, you have done well
to share with me in my affliction.

Php 4:15 You yourselves also know,
Philippians, that at the first preaching of the
gospel, after | left Macedonia, no church
shared with me in the matter of giving and
receiving but you alone;

Php 4:16 for even in Thessalonica you sent

a gift more than once for my needs.
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Necessary inferences

+ This is where we are not given all
information relating to a point

+ But, we are given enough information that
leads us to an inescapable conclusion,
necessary inference

* In other words, from the information
supplied, there is only one reasonable
conclusion we can reach

98

Necessary inference — Partake of the Lord’s
Supper every first day of the week

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

1Co 11:26 For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord's death until He comes.
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Necessary inference — Partake of the Lord’s
Supper every first day of the week

Act 20:7 On the first day of the week, when
we were gathered together to break bread,
Paul began talking to them, intending to
leave the next day, and he prolonged his
message until midnight.
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Necessary inference — Partake of the Lord’s
Supper using only unleavened bread

Mat 26:17 Now on the first day of
Unleavened Bread the disciples came to
Jesus and asked, "Where do You want us to
prepare for You to eat the Passover?"

Mat 26:18 And He said, "Go into the city to
a certain man, and say to him, 'The Teacher
says, "My time is near; | am to keep the
Passover at your house with My disciples.

101

Necessary inference — Partake of the Lord’s
Supper using only unleavened bread

Mat 26:19 The disciples did as Jesus had
directed them; and they prepared the
Passover.

Mat 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus
took some bread, and after a blessing, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and
said, "Take, eat; this is My body."
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Necessary inference — Partake of the Lord’s
Supper using only unleavened bread

Mat 26:27 And when He had taken a cup
and given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying, "Drink from it, all of you;

Mat 26:28 for this is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins.

Mat 26:29 "But | say to you, | will not drink
of this fruit of the vine from now on until that
day when | drink it new with you in My

Father's kingdom."
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Necessary inference — Partake of the Lord’s
Supper using only unleavened bread

Exo 12:18 'In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month at evening, you
shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-
first day of the month at evening.

Exo 12:19 'Seven days there shall be no
leaven found in your houses; for whoever
eats what is leavened, that person shall be
cut off from the congregation of Israel,
whether he is an alien or a native of the

land.
104

Necessary inference — Partake of the Lord’s
Supper using only unleavened bread

Exo 12:20 'You shall not eat anything
leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat
unleavened bread."
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Necessary inference — It is sinful to
divorce your wife for every reason

Mat 19:3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus,
testing Him and asking, "Is it lawful for a
man to divorce his wife for any reason at
all?"

Mat 19:4 And He answered and said, "Have
you not read that He who created them from
the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND
FEMALE,
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Necessary inference — It is sinful to
divorce your wife for every reason

Mat 19:5 and said, 'FOR THIS REASON A
MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND
MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE,
AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE
FLESH'?

Mat 19:6 "So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let no man separate."
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Necessary inference — The innocent spouse
who divorces for fornication may remarry

Mat 19:7 They *said to Him, "Why then did
Moses command to GIVE HER A
CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND
her AWAY?"

Mat 19:8 He *said to them, "Because of
your hardness of heart Moses permitted you
to divorce your wives; but from the
beginning it has not been this way.
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Necessary inference — The innocent spouse
who divorces for fornication may remarry

Mat 19:9 "And | say to you, whoever
divorces his wife, except for immorality, and
marries another woman commits adultery."
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Necessary inference - Infants are
not authorized to be baptized

Mar 16:16 "He who has believed and has
been baptized shall be saved; but he who
has disbelieved shall be condemned.

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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Necessary inference - Infants are
not authorized to be baptized

Act 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning from this Scripture he preached
Jesus to him.

Act 8:36 As they went along the road they
came to some water; and the eunuch *said,
"Look! Water! What prevents me from being
baptized?"
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Necessary inference - Infants are
not authorized to be baptized

Act 8:37 [And Philip said, "If you believe
with all your heart, you may." And he
answered and said, "l believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God."]

Act 8:38 And he ordered the chariot to stop;
and they both went down into the water,
Philip as well as the eunuch, and he
baptized him.
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Necessary inference - Infants are
not authorized to be baptized

Act 8:39 When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip
away; and the eunuch no longer saw him,
but went on his way rejoicing.
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

1. What is authority and why do we need it?

2. Jesus has been given all authority from
the Father

3. By the Holy Spirit, Jesus revealed and
confirmed all truth in the New Testament

4. The New Testament was written to be
understood, obeyed and is complete

5. We must do all things by Jesus’ authority

114




How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

6. Some unacceptable ways of establishing
Divine authority

Personal opinions and emotions
Desires of the majority

Elders, preachers and other leaders
Local church with whom we assemble
The Old Testament

Unwritten and written traditions of men
Good results

N kR0~
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How Has God Established
Divine Authority?

7. Three ways God has communicated His
authority

1. Direct statements and commands
2. Approved examples
3. Necessary inferences
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