Jesus And The Bible

Can we believe in Jesus without
believing in the miracles and
historical events of the Bible?

Introduction

+ Many today claim loyalty to Jesus while
denying His miracles and other Bible
miracles and historical events

+ For example — some will say, | believe in
Jesus but don't believe Jonah was
swallowed by a great fish and survived it.”

+ Another example — some will say, ‘|
believe in Jesus but don’t believe God
created all things in six literal days.”

Introduction

» Why such claims?

* Influence of ungodly science seeking to
explain even spiritual matters through their
“theories” and “methods”

* Influence of permissive forces that deny
sin, especially sexual sins

+ Sincere people who have doubts about
some Bible passages that speak of
miracles

Introduction

+ Can we be loyal to Jesus and not believe
in miracles and other historical events
revealed in the Bible?

» Can we be faithful to Jesus and throw out
certain Bible accounts such as Creation
and the resurrection of Jesus because
they do not conform to scientific
explanations?

Jesus And The Bible

1. Jesus’ attitude toward the Old Testament

2. Jesus’ belief about Old Testament
miracles and history

3. Jesus’ belief about New Testament
miracles and history

4. Relation of miracles to our belief in Jesus

Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

 Jesus believed in the truthfulness of the
Scriptures, down to the meaning of each
individual word

+ He submitted Himself to the word of God
and taught others to do the same




Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Mat 5:17 "Do not think that | came to
abolish the Law or the Prophets; | did not
come to abolish but to fulfill.

Mat 5:18 "For truly | say to you, until heaven
and earth pass away, not the smallest letter
or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is
accomplished.

Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Mat 5:19 "Whoever then annuls one of the
least of these commandments, and teaches
others to do the same, shall be called least
in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever
keeps and teaches them, he shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven.

Mat 5:20 "For | say to you that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven. 8

Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Luk 24:25 And He said to them, "O foolish
men and slow of heart to believe in all that
the prophets have spoken!

Luk 24:26 "Was it not necessary for the
Christ to suffer these things and to enter into
His glory?"

Luk 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and
with all the prophets, He explained to them
the things concerning Himself in all the

Scriptures. 9

Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Luk 24:44 Now He said to them, "These are
My words which | spoke to you while | was
still with you, that all things which are written
about Me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."

Luk 24:45 Then He opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures,
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Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Mat 22:29 But Jesus answered and said to
them, "You are mistaken, not understanding
the Scriptures nor the power of God.

Mat 22:30 "For in the resurrection they
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but
are like angels in heaven.
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Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Mat 22:31 "But regarding the resurrection of
the dead, have you not read what was
spoken to you by God:

Mat 22:32 'l AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM,
AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD
OF JACOB'? He is not the God of the dead
but of the living."

12




Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Mat 21:23 When He entered the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people
came to Him while He was teaching, and
said, "By what authority are You doing these
things, and who gave You this authority?"

Mat 21:24 Jesus said to them, "l will also
ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, | will
also tell you by what authority | do these
things.
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Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Mat 21:25 "The baptism of John was from
what source, from heaven or from men?"
And they began reasoning among
themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From
heaven,' He will say to us, 'Then why did
you not believe him?'

Mat 21:26 "But if we say, 'From men,' we
fear the people; for they all regard John as a
prophet."
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Jesus’ Attitude Toward The Old
Testament

Mat 21:27 And answering Jesus, they said,
"We do not know." He also said to them,
"Neither will | tell you by what authority | do
these things.
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Jesus’ Belief About Old
Testament Miracles And History
+ Jesus did not view the accounts of the Old

Testaments as myths or fairy tales

* He viewed them including miracles as
actual events that occurred

+ Note some of the examples from the
words of Jesus Himself referring to various
Old Testament accounts
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God’s Judgments Against Cities

And Nations

Mat 11:20 Then He began to denounce the
cities in which most of His miracles were
done, because they did not repent.

Mat 11:21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to
you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had
occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred
in you, they would have repented long ago
in sackcloth and ashes.
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God’s Judgments Against Cities

And Nations

Mat 11:22 "Nevertheless | say to you, it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the
day of judgment than for you.

Mat 11:23 "And you, Capernaum, will not be
exalted to heaven, will you? You will
descend to Hades; for if the miracles had
occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it
would have remained to this day.
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God’s Judgments Against Cities

And Nations

Mat 11:24 "Nevertheless | say to you that it
will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom
in the day of judgment, than for you."
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Historical David

Mat 12:3 But He said to them, "Have you
not read what David did when he became
hungry, he and his companions,

Mat 12:4 how he entered the house of God,
and they ate the consecrated bread, which
was not lawful for him to eat nor for those
with him, but for the priests alone?
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Jonah And The Great Fish

Mat 12:38 Then some of the scribes and
Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher, we want to
see a sign from You."

Mat 12:39 But He answered and said to
them, "An evil and adulterous generation
craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be
given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;
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Jonah And The Great Fish

Mat 12:40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE
DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY
OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of
Man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth.

Mat 12:41 "The men of Nineveh will stand
up with this generation at the judgment, and
will condemn it because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and behold, something
greater than Jonah is here. 22

Historical Solomon

Mat 12:42 "The Queen of the South will rise
up with this generation at the judgment and
will condemn it, because she came from the
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and behold, something greater
than Solomon is here.
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Truthfulness of Isaiah’s
Prophecies

Mat 13:14 "In their case the prophecy of
Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU
WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT
UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON
SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;
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Truthfulness of Isaiah’s
Prophecies

Mat 13:15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS
PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH
THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR,
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES,
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH
THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS,
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART
AND RETURN, AND | WOULD HEAL
THEM.'
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Truthfulness of Isaiah’s
Prophecies

Mat 13:16 "But blessed are your eyes,
because they see; and your ears, because
they hear.

Mat 13:17 "For truly | say to you that many
prophets and righteous men desired to see
what you see, and did not see if, and to hear
what you hear, and did not hear it.
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Truthfulness of The Law of
Moses

Mat 15:3 And He answered and said to
them, "Why do you yourselves transgress
the commandment of God for the sake of
your tradition?

Mat 15:4 "For God said, 'HONOR YOUR
FATHER AND MOTHER,' and, 'HE WHO
SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER
IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH.'
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Truthfulness of The Law of
Moses

Mat 15:5 "But you say, 'Whoever says to his
father or mother, "Whatever | have that
would help you has been given to God,"

Mat 15:6 he is not to honor his father or his
mother.' And by this you invalidated the
word of God for the sake of your tradition.
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God’s Creation of All Including
Marriage

Mat 19:3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus,
testing Him and asking, "Is it lawful for a
man to divorce his wife for any reason at
all?"

Mat 19:4 And He answered and said, "Have
you not read that He who created them from
the beginning MADE THEM MALE AND
FEMALE,
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God’s Creation of All Including
Marriage

Mat 19:5 and said, 'FOR THIS REASON A
MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND
MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE,
AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE
FLESH"?

Mat 19:6 "So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let no man separate."
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The Universal Flood of Noah's
Time

Mat 24:37 "For the coming of the Son of
Man will be just like the days of Noah.
Mat 24:38 "For as in those days before the
flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the
day that Noah entered the ark,
Mat 24:39 and they did not understand until

the flood came and took them all away; so

will the coming of the Son of Man be.
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Elijah, Elisha and Miraculous
Healing of Naaman

Luk 4:23 And He said to them, "No doubt
you will quote this proverb to Me, 'Physician,
heal yourselfl Whatever we heard was done
at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as
well."

Luk 4:24 And He said, "Truly | say to you,
no prophet is welcome in his hometown.
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Elijah, Elisha and Miraculous
Healing of Naaman

Luk 4:25 "But | say to you in truth, there
were many widows in Israel in the days of
Elijah, when the sky was shut up for three
years and six months, when a great famine
came over all the land;

Luk 4:26 and yet Elijah was sent to none of
them, but only to Zarephath, in the land of
Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.

34

Elijah, Elisha and Miraculous
Healing of Naaman

Luk 4:27 "And there were many lepers in
Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and
none of them was cleansed, but only
Naaman the Syrian."
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Thousands of Years of History

Luk 11:48 "So you are witnesses and
approve the deeds of your fathers; because
it was they who killed them, and you build
their tombs.

Luk 11:49 "For this reason also the wisdom
of God said, 'l will send to them prophets
and apostles, and some of them they will kill
and some they will persecute,
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Thousands of Years of History

Luk 11:50 so that the blood of all the
prophets, shed since the foundation of the
world, may be charged against this
generation,

Luk 11:51 from the blood of Abel to the
blood of Zechariah, who was killed between
the altar and the house of God; yes, | tell
you, it shall be charged against this
generation.'
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Sodom’s Destruction

Luk 17:28 "It was the same as happened in
the days of Lot: they were eating, they were
drinking, they were buying, they were
selling, they were planting, they were
building;

Luk 17:29 but on the day that Lot went out
from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone
from heaven and destroyed them all.
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Sodom’s Destruction

Luk 17:30 "It will be just the same on the
day that the Son of Man is revealed.

Luk 17:31 "On that day, the one who is on
the housetop and whose goods are in the
house must not go down to take them out;
and likewise the one who is in the field must
not turn back.

Luk 17:32 "Remember Lot's wife.
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Moses and The Burning Bush

Luk 20:37 "But that the dead are raised,
even Moses showed, in the passage about
the burning bush, where he calls the Lord
THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD
OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB.
Luk 20:38 "Now He is not the God of the
dead but of the living; for all live to Him."
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Moses and The Serpent

Joh 3:14 "As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up;

Joh 3:15 so that whoever believes will in
Him have eternal life.
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Miraculous Bread From Heaven

Joh 6:30 So they said to Him, "What then
do You do for a sign, so that we may see,
and believe You? What work do You
perform?

Joh 6:31 "Our fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written, 'HE GAVE THEM
BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN TO EAT."
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Miraculous Bread From Heaven

Joh 6:32 Jesus then said to them, "Truly,
truly, | say to you, it is not Moses who has
given you the bread out of heaven, but it is
My Father who gives you the true bread out
of heaven.

Joh 6:33 "For the bread of God is that which
comes down out of heaven, and gives life to
the world."
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

+ Jesus claimed that He would send the
Holy Spirit who would guide the apostles
in remembering all He had said to them

* The Spirit would guide them in speaking
and writing all truth

+ Jesus also claimed their word would be
confirmed by miracles
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

Joh 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all that | said to you.
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

Joh 16:12 "l have many more things to say
to you, but you cannot bear them now.

Joh 16:13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth,
comes, He will guide you into all the truth;
for He will not speak on His own initiative,
but whatever He hears, He will speak; and
He will disclose to you what is to come.
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

Mar 16:17 "These signs will accompany
those who have believed: in My name they
will cast out demons, they will speak with
new tongues;

Mar 16:18 they will pick up serpents, and if
they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and
they will recover."
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

* Apostles and other inspired men
acknowledged they were speaking the
truth, the word of the Lord

+ Also, they claimed miracles they
performed confirmed that the word was
from the Lord
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

1Co 14:36 Was it from you that the word of
God first went forth? Or has it come to you
only?

1Co 14:37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet
or spiritual, let him recognize that the things
which | write to you are the Lord's
commandment.
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

Heb 2:1 For this reason we must pay much
closer attention to what we have heard, so
that we do not drift away from it.

Heb 2:2 For if the word spoken through
angels proved unalterable, and every
transgression and disobedience received a
just penalty,
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Jesus’ Belief About New
Testament Miracles And History

Heb 2:3 how will we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation? After it was at the first
spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to
us by those who heard,

Heb 2:4 God also testifying with them, both
by signs and wonders and by various
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit
according to His own will.
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Relation Of Miracles To Our
Belief In Jesus

+ Jesus claimed that His miracles were done
to provide evidence that confirmed He was
the Son of God

+ John claimed His miracles were written to
provide us with evidence that He is the
Son of God
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Relation Of Miracles To Our
Belief In Jesus

Joh 10:24 The Jews then gathered around
Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will
You keep us in suspense? If You are the
Christ, tell us plainly."

Joh 10:25 Jesus answered them, " told
you, and you do not believe; the works that |
do in My Father's name, these testify of Me.

Joh 10:26 "But you do not believe because

you are not of My sheep.
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Relation Of Miracles To Our
Belief In Jesus

Joh 10:37 "If I do not do the works of My
Father, do not believe Me;

Joh 10:38 but if | do them, though you do
not believe Me, believe the works, so that
you may know and understand that the
Father is in Me, and | in the Father."

Joh 10:39 Therefore they were seeking
again to seize Him, and He eluded their
grasp.
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Miracles Help prove Jesus To

Be The Son of God

Joh 20:30 Therefore many other signs
Jesus also performed in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book;

Joh 20:31 but these have been written so
that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
you may have life in His name.
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Applications

+ If we are going to be loyal to Jesus, we
must accept as true the Old Testament
record as He did

* He believed the accuracy of Old
Testament history, prophesies and
miracles

» He also affirmed the truthfulness of the
New Testament record
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Applications

* To confirm His identity and provide the
reason why we should believe in Him as
the Son of God, He performed many
miracles

+ We must reject any interpretations that
would call on us to deny the history and
miracles of the Bible

» We must believe in Jesus for who He is
and the Bible for what He claimed it to be,
the confirmed Word of God 57
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