Jesus’ Parable of The
Unrighteous Manager
We must use our material things

God supplies to please Him so we
may receive an eternal inheritance

Introduction

+ A parable is an earthly story designed to
teach a spiritual lesson through a
comparison

» Many parables focused on the nature of
the kingdom of God, its King and its
citizens

+ Today, Jesus’ church is the visible
manifestation of His kingdom

Introduction

* The parable of the unrighteous manager is
only found in Luke

+ This parable might be the most difficult
parable to understand

+ Many think Jesus was praising the
dishonesty of the unrighteous manager

* But, Jesus never endorses sinful attitudes

* The quality of the unrighteous manager
Jesus emphasizes is his shrewdness,
wisdom to act in favor of his future 3

Jesus’ Parable of The
Unrighteous Manager

1. Background
2. The parable
3. Applications

Jesus Tells Three Parables Aimed
At The Pharisees and Scribes

Luk 15:1 Now all the tax collectors and the
sinners were coming near Him to listen to
Him.

Luk 15:2 Both the Pharisees and the
scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man
receives sinners and eats with them."

The Parable of The Unrighteous
Manager

Luk 16:1 Now He was also saying to the
disciples, "There was a rich man who had a
manager, and this manager was reported to
him as squandering his possessions.

Luk 16:2 "And he called him and said to
him, 'What is this | hear about you? Give an
accounting of your management, for you can
no longer be manager.'




The Parable of The Unrighteous
Manager

Luk 16:3 "The manager said to himself,
'What shall | do, since my master is taking
the management away from me? | am not
strong enough to dig; | am ashamed to beg.

Luk 16:4 'l know what | shall do, so that
when | am removed from the management
people will welcome me into their homes.'

The Parable of The Unrighteous
Manager

Luk 16:5 "And he summoned each one of
his master's debtors, and he began saying
to the first, 'How much do you owe my
master?'

Luk 16:6 "And he said, 'A hundred
measures of oil.' And he said to him, 'Take
your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.'

The Parable of The Unrighteous
Manager

Luk 16:7 "Then he said to another, 'And
how much do you owe?' And he said, 'A
hundred measures of wheat.' He *said to
him, "Take your bill, and write eighty.'

Luk 16:8 "And his master praised the
unrighteous manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the sons of this age are more
shrewd in relation to their own kind than the
sons of light.

The Parable of The Unrighteous
Manager

+ The manager or steward a rich man hired
to be in charge of his possessions was
accused of being wasteful

+ The rich man called the manager to give
an accounting before he was going to
dismiss him
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The Parable of The Unrighteous
Manager

+ To make himself look good before others
and hopefully be employed by them, he
allows the debtors to lower their debts they
owe his master

* His master praises him not for dishonesty
but for his shrewdness, using what he had
to prepare for his future
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Luk 16:8 "And his master praised the
unrighteous manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the sons of this age are more
shrewd in relation to their own kind than the
sons of light.

Luk 16:9 "And | say to you, make friends for
yourselves by means of the wealth of
unrighteousness, so that when it fails, they
will receive you into the eternal dwellings.
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Luk 16:10 "He who is faithful in a very little
thing is faithful also in much; and he who is
unrighteous in a very little thing is
unrighteous also in much.

Luk 16:11 "Therefore if you have not been
faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who
will entrust the true riches to you?
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Luk 16:12 "And if you have not been faithful
in the use of that which is another's, who will
give you that which is your own?

Luk 16:13 "No servant can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or else he will be devoted to
one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth."
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Luk 16:14 Now the Pharisees, who were
lovers of money, were listening to all these
things and were scoffing at Him.

Luk 16:15 And He said to them, "You are
those who justify yourselves in the sight of
men, but God knows your hearts; for that
which is highly esteemed among men is
detestable in the sight of God.
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Mat 6:19 "Do not store up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust

destroy, and where thieves break in and

steal.

Mat 6:20 "But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys, and where thieves do not
break in or steal;

Mat 6:21 for where your treasure is, there

your heart will be also. .

Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Mat 6:22 "The eye is the lamp of the body;
so then if your eye is clear, your whole body
will be full of light.

Mat 6:23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness!
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Mat 6:24 "No one can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.

Mat 6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and
His righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.

18




Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Mat 25:20 "The one who had received the
five talents came up and brought five more
talents, saying, 'Master, you entrusted five
talents to me. See, | have gained five more
talents.'

Mat 25:21 "His master said to him, 'Well
done, good and faithful slave. You were
faithful with a few things, | will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of

your master.' o

Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Mat 25:34 "Then the King will say to those
on His right, '‘Come, you who are blessed of
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.

Mat 25:35 'For | was hungry, and you gave
Me something to eat; | was thirsty, and you
gave Me something to drink; | was a
stranger, and you invited Me in;
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Mat 25:36 naked, and you clothed Me; |
was sick, and you visited Me; | was in
prison, and you came to Me.'

Mat 25:37 "Then the righteous will answer
Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry,
and feed You, or thirsty, and give You
something to drink?
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

Mat 25:38 'And when did we see You a
stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and
clothe You?

Mat 25:39 'When did we see You sick, or in
prison, and come to You?'

Mat 25:40 "The King will answer and say to
them, "Truly | say to you, to the extent that
you did it to one of these brothers of Mine,

even the least of them, you did it to Me.
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

1Ti 6:6 But godliness actually is a means of
great gain when accompanied by
contentment.

1Ti 6:7 For we have brought nothing into
the world, so we cannot take anything out of
it either.

1Ti 6:8 If we have food and covering, with
these we shall be content.

23

Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

1Ti 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall
into temptation and a snare and many
foolish and harmful desires which plunge
men into ruin and destruction.

1Ti 6:10 For the love of money is a root of
all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it
have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

1Ti 6:11 But flee from these things, you
man of God, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and
gentleness.

1Ti 6:17 Instruct those who are rich in this
present world not to be conceited or to fix
their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but
on God, who richly supplies us with all
things to enjoy.
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Use Material Things To Please God So
We May Receive Eternal Life

1Ti 6:18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich
in good works, to be generous and ready to
share,

1Ti 6:19 storing up for themselves the
treasure of a good foundation for the future,
so that they may take hold of that which is
life indeed.
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