
Learning To Love

Lesson 1

Commanded To Love
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Learning To Love

1. Commanded to love

2. Love God

3. Love your neighbor

4. Love yourself
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Introduction

• Although love is mentioned often in the 
New Testament and is an essential part of 
our Christian character, much confusion 
still reigns concerning it

• Confusion arises from following inaccurate 
thinking of the world and 
misunderstanding the teaching of God’s 
Word
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Introduction

• The world views love as primarily an 
emotional affection which does not happen 
by our own choice

• This type of love can grow stronger, 
weaker or even disappear over time 
because we have no real control over it, it 
is how we feel
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Introduction

• Both love for God and others are reduced 
only to emotional attachments that may 
act but often do not 

• But, the New Testament reveals that love 
for God and others are commanded, what 
we must learn and obey
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Introduction

• Further, love is a matter of choice, both in 
its highest form of unselfishly sacrificing 
for others and also in having fond affection 
toward others

• We can and must learn to love in each 
way the gospel commands us in order to 
be pleasing to God

• The same gospel that saves us can 
transform us to be the loving people God 
would have us be
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Two Types of Love

• In the New Testament, two Greek words 
are translated by the English word love

• These words are agapao and phileo

• Misunderstanding the difference between 
them results in great confusion about love

• Agapao refers to the highest form of love, 
unselfishly serving others even if they do 
not deserve it, a choice of our mind and 
will
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Two Types of Love

• Phileo refers to affectionate love that is 
based more on feelings of friendship but 
as we note later, it can and must be 
learned always informed by agapao, the 
highest form of love
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Agapao (G25)

"Love can be known only from the actions it 
prompts. God's love is seen in the gift of His 
Son, 1Jo_4:9, 1Jo_4:10. But obviously this 
is not the love of complacency, or affection, 
that is, it was not drawn out by any 
excellency in its objects, Rom_5:8. It was an 
exercise of the divine will in deliberate 
choice, made without assignable cause save 
that which lies in the nature of God Himself, 
Cf. Deu_7:7, Deu_7:8. 10

Agapao (G25)

In respect of agapao as used of God, it 
expresses the deep and constant "love" and 
interest of a perfect Being towards entirely 
unworthy objects, producing and fostering a 
reverential "love" in them towards the Giver, 
and a practical "love" towards those who are 
partakers of the same, and a desire to help 
others to seek the Giver.”

Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words
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Phileo (G5368)

“to be a friend to (fond of (an individual or an 
object)), i.e. have affection for (denoting 
personal attachment, as a matter of 
sentiment or feeling; while [agapao] is wider, 
embracing especially the judgment and the 
deliberate assent of the will as a matter of 
principle, duty and propriety: … the former 
being chiefly of the heart and the latter of the 
head; specially, to kiss (as a mark of 
tenderness):—kiss, love.” (7) 

Strong’s Concordance 12

Agapao and Phileo

• Agapao is active goodwill toward others, 
willingly choosing to sacrifice for them, 
whether they deserve it or not

• In contrast, phileo focuses on the 
affections and sentiments of friendship

• Both agapao and phileo are choices that 
we must make and practice from the heart, 
learned and obeyed as we apply the 
gospel, God’s power to save and 
transform, to ourselves each day
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(agapao)

Mat 22:34  But when the Pharisees heard 
that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, 
they gathered themselves together. 

Mat 22:35  One of them, a lawyer, asked 
Him a question, testing Him, 

Mat 22:36  "Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?" 
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(agapao)

Mat 22:37  And He said to him, " 'YOU 
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND.' 

Mat 22:38  "This is the great and foremost 
commandment. 
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(agapao)

Mat 22:39  "The second is like it, 'YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.' 

Mat 22:40  "On these two commandments 
depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(agapao)

Joh 13:34  "A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another, even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 

Joh 13:35  "By this all men will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another." 
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(agapao)

Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her, 
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(agapao)

Mat 5:44  But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute 
you, 
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(phileo)

Mat 10:37  "He who loves father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me. 

Mat 10:38  "And he who does not take his 
cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 
Me. 

1Co 16:22  If anyone does not love the Lord, 
he is to be accursed. Maranatha. 
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Two Types of Love Commanded 
(philadelphia)

Rom 12:10  Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love; give preference to one 
another in honor;

Heb 13:1  Let love of the brethren continue. 

Heb 13:2  Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

Joh 21:15  So when they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus *said to Simon Peter, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me more 
than these?" He *said to Him, "Yes, Lord; 
You know that I love You." He *said to him, 
"Tend My lambs." 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

Joh 21:16  He *said to him again a second 
time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" 
He *said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I 
love You." He *said to him, "Shepherd My 
sheep." 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

Joh 21:17  He *said to him the third time, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" 
Peter was grieved because He said to him 
the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he 
said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You 
know that I love You." Jesus *said to him, 
"Tend My sheep. 

24

We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

1Jn 4:9  By this the love of God was 
manifested in us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world so that we might 
live through Him. 

1Jn 4:10  In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins. 

1Jn 4:11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

Joh 14:23  Jesus answered and said to him, 
"If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 
and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our abode with him. 

Joh 14:31  but so that the world may know 
that I love the Father, I do exactly as the 
Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go 
from here. 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

Joh 11:3  So the sisters sent word to Him, 
saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You love is 
sick." 

Joh 11:4  But when Jesus heard this, He 
said, "This sickness is not to end in death, 
but for the glory of God, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified by it." 

Joh 11:5  Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

1Th 4:9  Now as to the love of the brethren, 
you have no need for anyone to write to you, 
for you yourselves are taught by God to love 
one another; 

1Th 4:10  for indeed you do practice it 
toward all the brethren who are in all 
Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to 
excel still more, 

1Co 11:1  Be imitators of me, just as I also 
am of Christ. 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

1Co 4:17  For this reason I have sent to you 
Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful 
child in the Lord, and he will remind you of 
my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach 
everywhere in every church. 

1Ti 4:12  Let no one look down on your 
youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, 
love, faith and purity, show yourself an 
example of those who believe. 
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We Can And Must Learn Both 
Types of Love

Tit 2:3  Older women likewise are to be 
reverent in their behavior, not malicious 
gossips nor enslaved to much wine, 
teaching what is good, 

Tit 2:4  so that they may encourage the 
young women to love their husbands, to love 
their children, 
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Commanded To Love

1. Two types of love

2. Two types of love commanded

3. We can and must learn both types of 
love


