Life’s Abrasives

Searching for reasons why we
suffer hardships and sorrows in
this life

Introduction

» Even as Christians we can be deceived
into desiring and believing this life should
be without troubles and trials

* And, when trials come with suffering and
sorrow, our faith will either shrink or
disappear

+ We often ask “Why am | experiencing so
much suffering and hardship in this life?”

Introduction

* Sometimes we can come to believe there
is no purpose and no end in sight for our
trials

+ But in the Scriptures, God has revealed to
us some great benefits in these trials that
will perfect and strengthen our faith in Him

* These trials are like abrasives, substances
or instruments used for grinding, polishing,

or cleaning a hard surface.
3

Introduction

* Through the process of cutting and
polishing with instruments made from
diamonds themselves, diamonds are
brought to a sparkling brilliance

* Therefore, these trials are designed to
refine our faith, removing what is sinful
and leaving and strengthening what is
pleasing to God

Two Meanings of Temptation

Greek word “peirazo” (pronounced pi-rad-
z0) meaning 2) to try, make trial of, test: for
the purpose of ascertaining his quantity, or
what he thinks, or how he will behave
himself...2b) to try or test one’s faith, virtue,
character, by enticement to sin...to solicit to
sin, to tempt

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

Temptation In A Bad Sense

Jas 1:13 Let no one say when he is
tempted, "l am being tempted by God"; for
God cannot be tempted by evil, and He
Himself does not tempt anyone.

Jas 1:14 But each one is tempted when he
is carried away and enticed by his own lust.

Jas 1:15 Then when lust has conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and when sin is
accomplished, it brings forth death.




Temptation In A Good Sense

Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was offering up his
only begotten son;

Heb 11:18 it was he to whom it was said,
"IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL
BE CALLED."

Heb 11:19 He considered that God is able
to raise people even from the dead, from
which he also received him back as a type. 7

All Kinds of Trials

Jas 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren,
when you encounter various trials,

Jas 1:3 knowing that the testing of your faith
produces endurance.
Jas 1:4 And let endurance have its perfect

result, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.

All Kinds of Trials

1Pe 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even
though now for a little while, if necessary,
you have been distressed by various trials,

1Pe 1:7 so that the proof of your faith, being
more precious than gold which is perishable,
even though tested by fire, may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ;

All Kinds of Trials

1Pe 1:8 and though you have not seen Him,
you love Him, and though you do not see
Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of
glory,

1Pe 1:9 obtaining as the outcome of your
faith the salvation of your souls.
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All Kinds of Trials

2Co 12:7 Because of the surpassing
greatness of the revelations, for this reason,
to keep me from exalting myself, there was
given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger
of Satan to torment me--to keep me from
exalting myself!

2Co 12:8 Concerning this | implored the
Lord three times that it might leave me.
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All Kinds of Trials

2Co 12:9 And He has said to me, "My grace
is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness." Most gladly, therefore, | will
rather boast about my weaknesses, so that
the power of Christ may dwell in me.

2Co 12:10 Therefore | am well content with
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses,
with persecutions, with difficulties, for
Christ's sake; for when | am weak, then | am
strong. 12




All Kinds of Trials

Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies with
our spirit that we are children of God,

Rom 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of
God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed
we suffer with Him so that we may also be
glorified with Him.

Rom 8:18 For | consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. 13

Persecution For Being
Christians

2Ti 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
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Persecution For Being
Christians

1Pe 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at
the fiery ordeal among you, which comes
upon you for your testing, as though some
strange thing were happening to you;

1Pe 4:13 but to the degree that you share
the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so
that also at the revelation of His glory you
may rejoice with exultation.
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Persecution For Being
Christians

1Pe 4:14 If you are reviled for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on you.

1Pe 4.15 Make sure that none of you
suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or
a troublesome meddler;
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Persecution For Being
Christians

1Pe 4:16 but if anyone suffers as a
Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to
glorify God in this name.

1Pe 4:17 For it is time for judgment to begin
with the household of God; and if it begins
with us first, what will be the outcome for
those who do not obey the gospel of God?
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Persecution For Being
Christians

1Pe 4:18 AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY
THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT
WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN
AND THE SINNER?

1Pe 4:19 Therefore, those also who suffer
according to the will of God shall entrust
their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what
is right.
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Satan’s Temptations

1Co 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he
stands take heed that he does not fall.

1Co 10:13 No temptation has overtaken
you but such as is common to man; and
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, so that you will be able to
endure it.
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Satan’s Temptations

1Co 10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from
idolatry.
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Sickness

Joh 9:1 As He passed by, He saw a man
blind from birth.

Joh 9:2 And His disciples asked Him,
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he would be born blind?"

Joh 9:3 Jesus answered, "It was neither
that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it
was so that the works of God might be
displayed in him.
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Sickness

Php 2:25 But | thought it necessary to send
to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow
worker and fellow soldier, who is also your
messenger and minister to my need,;

Php 2:26 because he was longing for you
all and was distressed because you had
heard that he was sick.
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Sickness

Php 2:27 For indeed he was sick to the
point of death, but God had mercy on him,
and not on him only but also on me, so that |
would not have sorrow upon sorrow.
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Study of God’s Word

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and
active and sharper than any two-edged
sword, and piercing as far as the division of
soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow,
and able to judge the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.
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Study of God’s Word

2Co 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are
in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you
not recognize this about yourselves, that
Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail
the test?
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Prayer

Heb 5:7 In the days of His flesh, He offered
up both prayers and supplications with loud
crying and tears to the One able to save Him
from death, and He was heard because of
His piety.

Luk 22:41 And He withdrew from them
about a stone's throw, and He knelt down
and began to pray,

26

Prayer

Luk 22:42 saying, "Father, if You are willing,
remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but
Yours be done."

Luk 22:43 Now an angel from heaven
appeared to Him, strengthening Him.

Luk 22:44 And being in agony He was
praying very fervently; and His sweat
became like drops of blood, falling down

upon the ground.
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Death

2Ti4:6 For | am already being poured out
as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure has come.

2Ti4:7 | have fought the good fight, | have
finished the course, | have kept the faith;

2Ti 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that day; and not only to me, but also to all
who have loved His appearing. 28

Death

2Ti4:16 At my first defense no one
supported me, but all deserted me; may it
not be counted against them.

2Ti 4:17 But the Lord stood with me and
strengthened me, so that through me the
proclamation might be fully accomplished,
and that all the Gentiles might hear; and |
was rescued out of the lion's mouth.
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Death

2Ti 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every
evil deed, and will bring me safely to His
heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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