Living By Faith

Lesson 1

Why Do Some Believe And Many
Do Not?

Introduction

+ Faith is a prominent concept in the Bible
but greatly misunderstood and misapplied

* In order to please God, we must have faith

* Therefore, it is essential that we
understand and apply it because our
salvation depends on it

+ Although essential, faith is hard to
comprehend and apply for at least three
reasons

Faith |s Essential To Pleasing
God

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible
to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him.

Three Reasons Why Faith s
Hard To Understand and Apply
1. They believe in purely idolatrous
teaching not in God’s Word

2. They believe in God’s Word but follow
erroneous teachings that distort faith

Example 1 faith in the Catholic church
Example 2 faith without works can save

Example 3 faith is a mindless emotional
belief not based on believable
reasonable evidence

Three Reasons Why Faith s
Hard To Understand and Apply

3. Christians live faithless worldly lives
discouraging others from seeking Truth

Introduction

» But faith in God and the Lord Jesus is
based on multiplied reasonable evidence
found in the Bible

« If this is true, then why do only some
believe and many disbelieve




Why Do We Believe In Jesus?

Mat 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the
district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking
His disciples, "Who do people say that the

Son of Man is?"

Mat 16:14 And they said, "Some say John
the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still
others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."

Mat 16:15 He *said to them, "But who do
you say that | am?"

Why Do We Believe In Jesus?

Mat 16:16 Simon Peter answered, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Mat 16:17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed
are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and
blood did not reveal this to you, but My
Father who is in heaven.

Mat 16:18 "| also say to you that you are
Peter, and upon this rock | will build My
church; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it. 8

Three Ways of Acquiring
Information

1. Direct observation through our five
senses

2. Opinions based on ours or others’
personal preferences sometimes mixed
with some knowledge

3. Faith based on the reliable testimony of
others leading us to believe in, trust in
and obey God

Three Methods of Knowing Differ In
Source and Intensity of Conviction

2Ki 5:10 Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven
times, and your flesh will be restored to you
and you will be clean."

2Ki 5:11 But Naaman was furious and went
away and said, "Behold, | thought, 'He will
surely come out to me and stand and call on
the name of the LORD his God, and wave
his hand over the place and cure the leper.'
10

Three Methods of Knowing Differ In
Source and Intensity of Conviction
2Ki 5:12 "Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the
rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them

and be clean?" So he turned and went away
in a rage.
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Three Methods of Knowing Differ In
Source and Intensity of Conviction

2Ki 5:13 Then his servants came near and
spoke to him and said, "My father, had the
prophet told you fo do some great thing,
would you not have done it? How much
more then, when he says to you, "Wash, and
be clean'?"
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Three Methods of Knowing Differ In
Source and Intensity of Conviction
2Ki 5:14 So he went down and dipped
himself seven times in the Jordan, according
to the word of the man of God; and his flesh

was restored like the flesh of a little child
and he was clean.
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The Word of God Provides Reasonable
Evidence for Believing In God

Rom 10:17 So faith comes from hearing,
and hearing by the word of Christ.

Heb 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.
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Faith In God Is Based On Believable
and Multiple Lines of Evidence

1. Miracles done by Jesus and His apostles
2. Fulfilled prophecies

3. Apostles and others’ testimony of the
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus
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Miracles

Joh 20:30 Therefore many other signs
Jesus also performed in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book;

Joh 20:31 but these have been written so
that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
you may have life in His name.

Act 2:43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of
awe; and many wonders and signs were
taking place through the apostles. 16

Fulfilled Prophecies

Act 2:29 "Brethren, | may confidently say to
you regarding the patriarch David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is
with us to this day.

Act 2:30 "And so, because he was a
prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN
TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF
HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,
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Fulfilled Prophecies

Act 2:31 he looked ahead and spoke of the
resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS
NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR
DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.
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Eyewitness Testimony of His
Death Burial and Resurrection

Act 1:21 "Therefore it is necessary that of
the men who have accompanied us all the
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us--

Act 1:22 beginning with the baptism of John
until the day that He was taken up from us--
one of these must become a witness with us
of His resurrection."

Act 2:32 "This Jesus God raised up again,
to which we are all witnesses. 19

In The Face of Ample Evidence
Many Disbelieved

Joh 12:37 But though He had performed so
many signs before them, yet they were not
believing in Him.

Joh 12:38 This was to fulfill the word of
Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: "LORD,
WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?
AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE
LORD BEEN REVEALED?"
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In The Face of Ample Evidence
Many Disbelieved

Joh 12:39 For this reason they could not
believe, for Isaiah said again,

Joh 12:40 "HE HAS BLINDED THEIR
EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR
HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT
SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE
WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE
CONVERTED AND | HEAL THEM."

Joh 12:41 These things Isaiah said because
he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. 21

People Reject God's Evidence
Because They Choose To Believe Lies

Mat 13:13 "Therefore | speak to them in
parables; because while seeing they do not
see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor
do they understand.

Mat 13:14 "In their case the prophecy of
Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, "YOU
WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT
UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON
SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;
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People Reject God's Evidence
Because They Choose To Believe Lies

Mat 13:15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS
PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH
THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR,
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES,
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH
THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS,
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART
AND RETURN, AND | WOULD HEAL
THEM.'
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People Reject God's Evidence
Because They Choose To Believe Lies

Luk 8:11 "Now the parable is this: the seed
is the word of God.

Luk 8:12 "Those beside the road are those
who have heard; then the devil comes and
takes away the word from their heart, so that
they will not believe and be saved.
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People Reject God's Evidence
Because They Choose To Believe Lies

Luk 8:13 "Those on the rocky soil are those
who, when they hear, receive the word with
joy; and these have no firm root; they
believe for a while, and in time of temptation
fall away.

Luk 8:14 "The seed which fell among the
thorns, these are the ones who have heard,
and as they go on their way they are choked
with worries and riches and pleasures of this
life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 25

People Reject God's Evidence
Because They Choose To Believe Lies

Luk 8:15 "But the seed in the good soil,
these are the ones who have heard the word
in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast,
and bear fruit with perseverance.
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God Will Not Answer Our Demands
For Our Own Evidence

Mat 27:41 In the same way the chief priests
also, along with the scribes and elders, were
mocking Him and saying,

Mat 27:42 "He saved others; He cannot
save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let
Him now come down from the cross, and we
will believe in Him.
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Why Not Put Your Faith In Jesus
Today Based On His Word?

Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom
you crucified."

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"
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Why Not Put Your Faith In Jesus
Today Based On His Word?

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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Why Not Put Your Faith In Jesus
Today Based On His Word?

Act 2:41 So then, those who had received
his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls.

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.
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