Living By Faith

Lesson 4
Substitutes For Faith In God

Faith |s Essential To Pleasing
God

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible
to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him.

Introduction

+ Faith is believing in, trusting in God
displayed by obedience to His Word

+ But if people reject the Word of God, they
substitute various kinds of faith

+ Some of these like idolatrous religions
reject God’s Word completely

* Others, like Jewish traditions and
denominational teachings, reject parts of
God’s Word

|dolatry For Worshipping The
Only True Living God

Rom 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness,

Rom 1:19 because that which is known
about God is evident within them; for God
made it evident to them.

|dolatry For Worshipping The
Only True Living God

Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the
world His invisible attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly
seen, being understood through what has
been made, so that they are without excuse.

Rom 1:21 For even though they knew God,
they did not honor Him as God or give
thanks, but they became futile in their
speculations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.

|dolatry For Worshipping The
Only True Living God

Rom 1:22 Professing to be wise, they
became fools,

Rom 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the
incorruptible God for an image in the form of
corruptible man and of birds and four-footed
animals and crawling creatures.




|dolatry For Worshipping The
Only True Living God

Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in
the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that
their bodies would be dishonored among
them.

Rom 1:25 For they exchanged the truth of
God for a lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen.

|dolatry For Worshipping The
Only True Living God

Psa 115:4 Their idols are silver and gold,
The work of man's hands.

Psa 115:5 They have mouths, but they
cannot speak; They have eyes, but they
cannot see;

Psa 115:6 They have ears, but they cannot
hear; They have noses, but they cannot
smell;

|dolatry For Worshipping The
Only True Living God

Psa 115:7 They have hands, but they
cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot
walk; They cannot make a sound with their
throat.

Psa 115:8 Those who make them will
become like them, Everyone who trusts in
them.

|dolatry Redefines Sin Replacing
God’s Righteous Standard

Rom 1:26 For this reason God gave them
over to degrading passions; for their women
exchanged the natural function for that
which is unnatural,

Rom 1:27 and in the same way also the
men abandoned the natural function of the
woman and burned in their desire toward
one another, men with men committing
indecent acts and receiving in their own
persons the due penalty of their error. 10

|dolatry Redefines Sin
Replacing God'’s Righteous

Standard |
Rom 1:28 And just as they did not see fit to
acknowledge God any longer, God gave
them over to a depraved mind, to do those
things which are not proper,

Rom 1:29 being filled with all
unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil;
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice;
they are gossips,

11

|dolatry Redefines Sin
Replacing God'’s Righteous

an
Rom 1:30 slanderers, haters of God,
insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents,

Rom 1:31 without understanding,
untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;

Rom 1:32 and although they know the
ordinance of God, that those who practice
such things are worthy of death, they not
only do the same, but also give hearty
approval to those who practice them. 12




Sinful Traditions For The
Gospel

Rom 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and
my prayer to God for them is for their
salvation.

Rom 10:2 For | testify about them that they
have a zeal for God, but not in accordance
with knowledge.
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Sinful Traditions For The
Gospel

Rom 10:3 For not knowing about God's
righteousness and seeking to establish their
own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteousness of God.

Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone who believes.
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Sinful Traditions For The
Gospel

Col 2:18 Let no one keep defrauding you of
your prize by delighting in self-abasement
and the worship of the angels, taking his
stand on visions he has seen, inflated
without cause by his fleshly mind,

Col 2:19 and not holding fast to the head,
from whom the entire body, being supplied
and held together by the joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth which is from
God. 15

Sinful Traditions For The
Gospel

Col 2:20 If you have died with Christ to the
elementary principles of the world, why, as if
you were living in the world, do you submit
yourself to decrees, such as,

Col 2:21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do
not touch!"
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Sinful Traditions For The
Gospel

Col 2:22 (which all refer to things destined
to perish with use)--in accordance with the
commandments and teachings of men?

Col 2:23 These are matters which have, to
be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-
made religion and self-abasement and
severe treatment of the body, but are of no
value against fleshly indulgence.
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Social Gospel Replaces Saving
Gospel and Hope of Eternal Life

Joh 6:26 Jesus answered them and said,
"Truly, truly, | say to you, you seek Me, not
because you saw signs, but because you
ate of the loaves and were filled.

Joh 6:27 "Do not work for the food which
perishes, but for the food which endures to
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to
you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His
seal."
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Social Gospel Replaces Saving
Gospel and Hope of Eternal Life

Joh 6:28 Therefore they said to Him, "What
shall we do, so that we may work the works
of God?"

Joh 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them,
"This is the work of God, that you believe in
Him whom He has sent."
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Social Gospel Replaces Saving
Gospel and Hope of Eternal Life

1Co 15:32 If from human motives | fought
with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it
profit me? If the dead are not raised, LET
US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW
WE DIE.

1Co 15:33 Do not be deceived: "Bad
company corrupts good morals."
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Social Gospel Replaces Saving
Gospel and Hope of Eternal Life

1Co 15:34 Become sober-minded as you
ought, and stop sinning; for some have no
knowledge of God. | speak this to your
shame.

1Co 15:19 If we have hoped in Christ in this
life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.
1Co 15:20 But now Christ has been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those who

are asleep.
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On
God’s Word

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On
God’s Word

Act 8:22 "Therefore repent of this
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that,
if possible, the intention of your heart may
be forgiven you.
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On
God’s Word

Gal 2:20 "l have been crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives
in me; and the life which | now live in the
flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me.
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On

God’s Word

2Ti 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness;

2Ti 3:17 so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work.
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On
God’s Word

Col 1:27 to whom God willed to make
known what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory.
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On

God’s Word

Tit 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all men,

Tit 2:12 instructing us to deny ungodliness
and worldly desires and to live sensibly,
righteously and godly in the present age,
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On

God’s Word

Tit 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and
the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus,

Tit 2:14 who gave Himself for us to redeem
us from every lawless deed, and to purify for
Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous for good deeds.
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Saving Faith Must Be Based On
God’s Word

Mat 5:16 "Let your light shine before men in
such a way that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.
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