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An Introduction To Philippians

Php 1:1-2
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Introduction

• Philippians reveals the joyous attitude of 
the apostle Paul

• Along with joy, we see Paul’s gratitude 
toward and commitment to the Lord

• Because of Paul’s matured faith in Christ 
he was able to serve Christ enduring and 
even rejoicing in the midst of great trials

• Therefore joy in serving Christ is 
connected with our commitment to Him 
based on His Word
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Introduction

• The abundance or lack of joy is directly 
related to how strong our faith in Christ is

• Joy or some form of it is mentioned 16 
times in this letter

• The letter also emphasizes thanksgiving

• The letter speaks of unity in Christ

• The letter speaks of peace of mind and 
contentment even in the midst of great 
trials
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An Introduction To Philippians

1. Brief history of Philippi

2. Paul preaches the gospel in Philippi

3. Some points about the letter
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Brief History Of Philippi

• City originally called Krenides  meaning 
“Little Fountains” because of numerous 
nearby streams

• Located in northern Greece about 10 miles 
from Neapolis, its seaport

• 360 BC – Renamed Philippi by Philip of 
Macedon, Alexander The Great’s father, 
who fortified it against the Persians
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Brief History Of Philippi

• Geographical importance – located near a 
mountain pass allowing travel between 
Europe and Asia

• Romans built the Egnatian Way,  a road 
joining these two continents

• 146 BC – Romans captured Corinth, 
divided Greece into Macedonia (north) and 
Achaia (south)
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Brief History Of Philippi

• 42 BC – Philippi declared a Roman colony 
after Octavius’ (Augustus’) victory in 
Roman civil war

• 31 BC Octavius declared Philippi equal to 
cities of Italy
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Significance of Philippi Being A 
Roman Colony

1. Roman citizenship with all rights

2. Exempt from paying tribute to Caesar

3. Right to buy and sell property

4. Right to appeal to Caesar

5. Exempt from scourging and arrest except 
for extreme cases

6. Roman clothing, customs, currency and 
language

7. Self-governing answerable only to Rome
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:9  A vision appeared to Paul in the 
night: a man of Macedonia was standing 
and appealing to him, and saying, "Come 
over to Macedonia and help us." 

Act 16:10  When he had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called 
us to preach the gospel to them. 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:13  And on the Sabbath day we went 
outside the gate to a riverside, where we 
were supposing that there would be a place 
of prayer; and we sat down and began 
speaking to the women who had assembled. 

Act 16:14  A woman named Lydia, from the 
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a 
worshiper of God, was listening; and the 
Lord opened her heart to respond to the 
things spoken by Paul. 12

Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:15  And when she and her household 
had been baptized, she urged us, saying, "If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come into my house and stay." And 
she prevailed upon us. 

Act 16:16  It happened that as we were 
going to the place of prayer, a slave-girl 
having a spirit of divination met us, who was 
bringing her masters much profit by fortune-
telling. 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:17  Following after Paul and us, she 
kept crying out, saying, "These men are 
bond-servants of the Most High God, who 
are proclaiming to you the way of salvation." 

Act 16:18  She continued doing this for 
many days. But Paul was greatly annoyed, 
and turned and said to the spirit, "I 
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her!" And it came out at that 
very moment. 14

Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:23  When they had struck them with 
many blows, they threw them into prison, 
commanding the jailer to guard them 
securely; 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:24  and he, having received such a 
command, threw them into the inner prison 
and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

Act 16:25  But about midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns of praise to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them; 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:26  and suddenly there came a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the 
prison house were shaken; and immediately 
all the doors were opened and everyone's 
chains were unfastened. 

Act 16:27  When the jailer awoke and saw 
the prison doors opened, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that 
the prisoners had escaped. 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:28  But Paul cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, "Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here!" 

Act 16:29  And he called for lights and 
rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell 
down before Paul and Silas, 

Act 16:30  and after he brought them out, he 
said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:31  They said, "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household." 

Act 16:32  And they spoke the word of the 
Lord to him together with all who were in his 
house. 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:33  And he took them that very hour 
of the night and washed their wounds, and 
immediately he was baptized, he and all his 
household.

Act 16:34  And he brought them into his 
house and set food before them, and 
rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with 
his whole household. 
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Paul Preaches The Gospel In 
Philippi

Act 16:40  They went out of the prison and 
entered the house of Lydia, and when they 
saw the brethren, they encouraged them 
and departed. 
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When and From Where Was 
The Letter Written?

• Most believe Philippians was written 
during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome 
between 61 and 63 AD

• It was probably written toward the end of 
his first Roman imprisonment

• Even under great difficulties, Paul focuses 
on serving Christ, the brethren and also 
teaching the lost
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When and From Where Was 
The Letter Written?

Act 23:11  But on the night immediately
following, the Lord stood at his side and 
said, "Take courage; for as you have 
solemnly witnessed to My cause at 
Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome 
also." 
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When and From Where Was 
The Letter Written?

Act 28:16  When we entered Rome, Paul 
was allowed to stay by himself, with the 
soldier who was guarding him. 

Act 28:19  "But when the Jews objected, I 
was forced to appeal to Caesar, not that I 
had any accusation against my nation. 

Act 28:20  "For this reason, therefore, I 
requested to see you and to speak with you, 
for I am wearing this chain for the sake of 
the hope of Israel." 24

When and From Where Was 
The Letter Written?

Act 28:30  And he stayed two full years in 
his own rented quarters and was welcoming 
all who came to him, 

Act 28:31  preaching the kingdom of God 
and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all openness, unhindered. 
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From Whom and To Whom Was 
The Letter Written?

Php 1:1  Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of 
Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the 
overseers and deacons: 

Php 1:2  Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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What Were Some Reasons 
Why Paul Wrote The Letter?

1. Thanks them for their past support and 
present gift sent by Epaphroditus

2. Expressed his joy and thanksgiving in his 
imprisonment which God was using to 
spread the gospel and encourage 
brethren

3. Encouraged them to rejoice and continue 
progressing in the faith

4. Reveals his peace, contentment and 
strength in Christ
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Theme – I Rejoice Therefore 
You Rejoice

Php 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, rejoice! 
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Theme – I Rejoice Therefore 
You Rejoice

• The joy that Paul writes about is based on 
a deep abiding commitment to and trust in 
the Lord, not in external circumstances

• Reason Christians are not joyous – lack of 
commitment to the Lord

• Even imprisoned, Paul was a free man in 
Christ knowing all would be well, no matter 
what happened to him
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Theme – I Rejoice Therefore 
You Rejoice

• Close relationship developed between 
Paul and the Philippians  although 
together personally for a short time

• Christian relationships should be based on 
our common faith in the Lord and desire to 
share in all things He commands us to do
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An Introduction To Philippians

1. Brief history of Philippi

2. Paul preaches the gospel in Philippi

3. Some points about the letter
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Philippians

1. An Introduction To Philippians Php 1:1-2

2. I thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you Php 1:1-11

3. my circumstances have turned out for 
the greater progress of the gospel Php 
1:12-26

4. conduct yourselves in a manner worthy 
of the gospel of Christ Php 1:27-30, 3:17-
21
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Philippians

5. Have this attitude in yourselves which 
was also in Christ Jesus Php 2:1-11

6. work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling Php 2:12-18

7. Two Brothers Who Had The Attitude of 
Christ Php 2:19-30

8. But whatever things were gain to me 
those things I have counted as loss for 
the sake of Christ Php 3:1-16
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Philippians

9. Rejoice in the Lord always Php 4:1-9

10. I have learned to be content in whatever 
circumstances I am Php 4:10-23


