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I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you

Php 1:1-11
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An Introduction To Philippians

1. Brief history of Philippi

2. Paul preaches the gospel in Philippi

3. Some points about the letter
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Introduction

• Philippians – letter of joy and thanksgiving 
written by Paul from house arrest in Rome

• Under trying circumstances, Paul displays 
a committed faith in Christ giving him 
peace and contentment

• He trusted that the Lord had and would 
continue to work all things for good for the 
spread of the gospel and progress of the 
brethren in the faith
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Introduction

• Philippians written like an intimate letter to 
close brethren in Christ

• His deep affection for them grew out of a 
common faith and desire to actively share 
and work together in the gospel

• Paul begins the letter by expressing his 
joyous, thankful prayerful attitude toward 
them

• We should have this attitude toward one 
another
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I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you

1. To all the saints including the overseers 
and deacons Php 1:1-2

2. Paul thanks God for the Philippians Php 
1:3-8

3. The meaning, applications and 
perversion of fellowship

4. Paul’s prayer for the Philippians Php 1:9-
11
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To All The Saints Including The 
Overseers and Deacons

Php 1:1  Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of 
Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the 
overseers and deacons: 

Php 1:2  Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Written To All The Saints in 
Philippi

• All who are in Christ are saints, set apart 
by God to serve Him, be holy

• Roman Catholic view of saints applying to 
select elevated group of dead “Christians”
is unscriptural

• We enter Christ through faith that repents 
and is baptized (fully immersed in water) 
for forgiveness of sins
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How Do We Enter Into Christ?

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Gal 3:26  For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 

Gal 3:27  For all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.
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How Do We Enter Into Christ?

Rom 6:3  Or do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into His death? 

Rom 6:4  Therefore we have been buried 
with Him through baptism into death, so that 
as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life. 
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Philippian Church Organized 
According To God’s Plan

Act 14:23  When they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, having prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.

Php 1:1  Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of 
Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the 
overseers and deacons: 
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The Work of Elders

1Pe 5:1  Therefore, I exhort the elders 
among you, as your fellow elder and witness 
of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker 
also of the glory that is to be revealed, 

1Pe 5:2  shepherd the flock of God among 
you, exercising oversight not under 
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the 
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with 
eagerness; 
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The Work of Elders

1Pe 5:3  nor yet as lording it over those 
allotted to your charge, but proving to be 
examples to the flock. 

1Pe 5:4  And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown 
of glory. 
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The Work of Elders

Act 20:28  "Be on guard for yourselves and 
for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood. 

Act 20:29  "I know that after my departure 
savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; 
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The Work of Elders

Act 20:30  and from among your own selves 
men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 

Act 20:31  "Therefore be on the alert, 
remembering that night and day for a period 
of three years I did not cease to admonish 
each one with tears. 
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The Work of Elders

Act 20:32  "And now I commend you to God 
and to the word of His grace, which is able 
to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. 

Heb 13:17  Obey your leaders and submit to 
them, for they keep watch over your souls 
as those who will give an account. Let them 
do this with joy and not with grief, for this 
would be unprofitable for you. 
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The Work of Elders

1Ti 5:17  The elders who rule well are to be 
considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who work hard at preaching 
and teaching. 

1Ti 5:18  For the Scripture says, "YOU 
SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE 
IS THRESHING," and "The laborer is worthy 
of his wages."
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The Work of Deacons

Act 6:1  Now at this time while the disciples 
were increasing in number, a complaint 
arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews 
against the native Hebrews, because their 
widows were being overlooked in the daily 
serving of food. 

Act 6:2  So the twelve summoned the 
congregation of the disciples and said, "It is 
not desirable for us to neglect the word of 
God in order to serve tables. 
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The Work of Deacons

Act 6:3  "Therefore, brethren, select from 
among you seven men of good reputation, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we 
may put in charge of this task. 

Act 6:4  "But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word." 
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Paul Thanks God For The 
Philippians

Php 1:3  I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, 

Php 1:4  always offering prayer with joy in 
my every prayer for you all, 

Php 1:5  in view of your participation in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 

Php 1:6  For I am confident of this very 
thing, that He who began a good work in you 
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 
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Paul Thanks God For The 
Philippians

Php 1:7  For it is only right for me to feel this 
way about you all, because I have you in my 
heart, since both in my imprisonment and in 
the defense and confirmation of the gospel, 
you all are partakers of grace with me. 

Php 1:8  For God is my witness, how I long 
for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
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Paul Thanks God For The 
Philippians

• How do others feel when they think of us?

• We ought to mean something to one 
another

• Paul felt deeply toward the Philippians 
because of their past and continuing 
sharing, fellowship in the gospel
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Paul and Philippians Jointly 
Sharing In The Gospel

Act 16:15  And when she and her household 
had been baptized, she urged us, saying, "If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come into my house and stay." And 
she prevailed upon us. 

Act 16:33  And he took them that very hour 
of the night and washed their wounds, and 
immediately he was baptized, he and all his 
household.
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Paul and Philippians Jointly 
Sharing In The Gospel

Act 16:34  And he brought them into his 
house and set food before them, and 
rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with 
his whole household. 

Act 16:40  They went out of the prison and 
entered the house of Lydia, and when they 
saw the brethren, they encouraged them 
and departed. 
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Paul and Philippians Jointly 
Sharing In The Gospel

Php 4:15  You yourselves also know, 
Philippians, that at the first preaching of the 
gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church 
shared with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving but you alone; 

Php 4:16  for even in Thessalonica you sent 
a gift more than once for my needs. 
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Paul and Philippians Jointly 
Sharing In The Gospel

2Co 11:8  I robbed other churches by taking 
wages from them to serve you; 

2Co 11:9  and when I was present with you 
and was in need, I was not a burden to 
anyone; for when the brethren came from 
Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and 
in everything I kept myself from being a 
burden to you, and will continue to do so. 
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Paul and Philippians Jointly 
Sharing In The Gospel

Php 4:18  But I have received everything in 
full and have an abundance; I am amply 
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus 
what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an 
acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 
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Fellowship

koinōnia

Thayer Definition:

1) fellowship, association, community, 
communion, joint participation, 
intercourse

1a) the share which one has in anything, 
participation
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Fellowship

1b) intercourse, fellowship, intimacy

1b1) the right hand as a sign and pledge 
of fellowship (in fulfilling the apostolic 
office)

1c) a gift jointly contributed, a collection, a 
contribution, as exhibiting an 
embodiment and proof of fellowship

-Thayer’s Greek Definitions
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Examples of Fellowship

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 
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Examples of Fellowship

1Jn 1:5  This is the message we have heard 
from Him and announce to you, that God is 
Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 

1Jn 1:6  If we say that we have fellowship 
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we 
lie and do not practice the truth; 

1Jn 1:7  but if we walk in the Light as He 
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His 
Son cleanses us from all sin. 
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Examples of Fellowship

1Jn 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we 
are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 

1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

1Jn 1:10  If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make Him a liar and His word is not in 
us. 
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Examples of Fellowship

Php 4:15  You yourselves also know, 
Philippians, that at the first preaching of the 
gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church 
shared with me in the matter of giving and 
receiving but you alone; 
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Examples of Fellowship

2Co 8:3  For I testify that according to their 
ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of 
their own accord, 

2Co 8:4  begging us with much urging for 
the favor of participation in the support of the 
saints, 

2Co 8:5  and this, not as we had expected, 
but they first gave themselves to the Lord 
and to us by the will of God. 
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Examples of Fellowship

1Co 10:16  Is not the cup of blessing which 
we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is 
not the bread which we break a sharing in 
the body of Christ? 

1Co 10:17  Since there is one bread, we 
who are many are one body; for we all 
partake of the one bread. 
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Perversions of Fellowship

• In denominations and many churches of 
Christ, fellowship has been perverted by 
the church planning, funding and providing 
facilities for fun and games, social meals 
and all types of entertainment

• None of these are found in the New 
Testament

• Our fellowship is based on faith, what is 
found in the Word of God, the gospel
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Paul’s Prayer For The 
Philippians

Php 1:9  And this I pray, that your love may 
abound still more and more in real 
knowledge and all discernment, 

Php 1:10  so that you may approve the 
things that are excellent, in order to be 
sincere and blameless until the day of 
Christ; 

Php 1:11  having been filled with the fruit of 
righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
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Compare With Paul’s Prayer For 
The Church In Colossae

Col 1:9  For this reason also, since the day 
we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray 
for you and to ask that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 

Col 1:10  so that you will walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects, bearing fruit in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
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Compare With Paul’s Prayer For 
The Church In Colossae

Col 1:11  strengthened with all power, 
according to His glorious might, for the 
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; 
joyously 

Col 1:12  giving thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified us to share in the inheritance 
of the saints in Light. 
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Paul’s Prayer For The 
Philippians

• Prays for their love (agape, willful sacrifice 
to meet others’ needs)

• Love based on true knowledge of the 
Word to discern between right and wrong

• Result – be able to serve the Lord with a 
sincere (pure heart)

• Righteous living is for God’s praise and 
glory not exalting of self
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Praying For One Another

• Are we intent on sharing with one another 
in the gospel?

• Are we grateful for one another in His 
service?

• How do we remember one another as 
Christians?

• Are we actively praying for one another 
beyond asking for healing?
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I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you

1. To all the saints including the overseers 
and deacons Php 1:1-2

2. Paul thanks God for the Philippians Php 
1:3-8

3. The meaning, examples and perversion 
of fellowship

4. Paul’s prayer for the Philippians Php 1:9-
11


