Raising Godly Children

Some Scriptural principles to
guide us in raising children who
desire to please God

Introduction

» Sometimes | have heard parents remark,
“There is no manual that comes with
children.”

« Implication is, you just do what you think is
best in raising children, trial and error

« Sadly, the advice from the world about
raising children often conflicts with Divine
truth, God’'s manual for parenting

Introduction

« Within His Word, the Lord has given
parents all they need to raise godly
children

* Too often, even Christian parents are
deceived by the lies of the world and fail to
be guided by the all sufficient Word of God
in the raising of their children

* |Is your greatest desire for your children
that they become faithful Christians?

Introduction

* Goal of this study is to remind us of some
Biblical principles which the Lord has
given to guide parents in raising godly
children

* Instead of being obstacles to our children
becoming Christians, we should be their
greatest encouragement to serve the Lord
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Recognize the Lord’s authority over parents
and children

Recognize The Lord’s Authority
Over Parents And Children

* To become a Christian, we must submit to
Jesus as Lord

* To be a faithful Christian, we must submit
to Jesus as Lord directing us in all our
relationships, husband, wife, parent,
children, worker, employer, citizen and so
on




Recognize The Lord’s Authority
Over Parents And Children

Col 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do
not be embittered against them.

Recognize The Lord’s Authority
Over Parents And Children

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your
parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing
to the Lord.

Col 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your
children, so that they will not lose heart.
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Seek to please God above all yourself

Seek To Please God Above All
Yourself

» Parents must seek to serve the Lord
above all for their own soul's sake but also
for their children

« Children, especially when young, learn
primarily from example

» If serving the Lord is not our top priority,
they will know it

 Don't call on others to influence your
children if you are not the right type of

influence yourself 10

Seek To Please God Above All
Yourself

Mat 6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and
His righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.

Col 3:1 Therefore if you have been raised
up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God.

Col 3:2 Set your mind on the things above,

not on the things that are on earth.
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Seek To Please God Above All
Yourself

1Ti 4:7 But have nothing to do with worldly
fables fit only for old women. On the other
hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of
godliness;

1Ti 4:8 for bodily discipline is only of little
profit, but godliness is profitable for all
things, since it holds promise for the present
life and also for the life to come.
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Raising Godly Children

Recognize the Lord’s authority over parents
and children

Seek to please God above all yourself
Recognize children are a gift from God
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Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

+ Children are gifts given by God into the
temporary care of parents

« Parents’ goal should be to return children
as gifts to God, teach them to serve the
lord above all else

* Look at Samuel as an example

* Application to us today — train our children
that they might obey the gospel and be
faithful to the Lord
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Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God
Psa 127:3 Behold, children are a gift of the
LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward.

Psa 127:4 Like arrows in the hand of a
warrior, So are the children of one's youth.

Psa 127:5 How blessed is the man whose
quiver is full of them; They will not be
ashamed When they speak with their
enemies in the gate.

15

Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

Gen 18:19 "For | have chosen him, so that
he may command his children and his
household after him to keep the way of the
LORD by doing righteousness and justice,
so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham
what He has spoken about him."
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Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

1Sa 1:2 He had two wives: the name of one
was Hannah and the name of the other
Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but
Hannah had no children.
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Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

1Sa 1:11 She made a vow and said, "O
LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the
affliction of Your maidservant and remember
me, and not forget Your maidservant, but
will give Your maidservant a son, then | will
give him to the LORD all the days of his life,
and a razor shall never come on his head."
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Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

1Sa 1:20 It came about in due time, after
Hannah had conceived, that she gave birth
to a son; and she named him Samuel,
saying, "Because | have asked him of the
LORD."

1Sa 1:22 But Hannah did not go up, for she
said to her husband, "l will not go up until
the child is weaned; then | will bring him,
that he may appear before the LORD and
stay there forever." 19

Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

1Sa 1:27 "For this boy | prayed, and the
LORD has given me my petition which |
asked of Him.

1Sa 1:28 "So | have also dedicated him to
the LORD; as long as he lives he is
dedicated to the LORD." And he worshiped
the LORD there.
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Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right.

Eph 6:2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND
MOTHER (which is the first commandment
with a promise),

Eph 6:3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH
YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG
ON THE EARTH.
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Recognize Children Are A Gift
From God

Eph 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord.
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Seek to please God above all yourself
Recognize children are a gift from God

Teach children to fear and love God above
all

23

Teach Children To Fear And
Love God Above All

* Must teach children our primary obligation
is to serve God in fear, reverent respect
that does not want to displease Him by
disobeying Him

» Teach children of God's love and how we
should love Him in return by obeying His
commands

¢ Our fear and love for God must be a daily

reality in our homes
24




Teach Children To Fear And
Love God Above All

Pro 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of
the Holy One is understanding.

Ecc 12:13 The conclusion, when all has
been heard, is: fear God and keep His
commandments, because this applies to
every person.

Ecc 12:14 For God will bring every act to
judgment, everything which is hidden,
whether it is good or evil. 25

Teach Children To Fear And
Love God Above All

Joh 14:15 "If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments.

1Jn 2:4 The one who says, "I have come to
know Him," and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not
in him;

1Jn 2:5 but whoever keeps His word, in him
the love of God has truly been perfected. By

this we know that we are in Him;
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Teach Children To Fear And
Love God Above All

Joh 15:13 "Greater love has no one than
this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

Joh 15:14 "You are My friends if you do
what | command you.
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Teach Children To Fear And
Love God Above All
Deu 6:4 "Hear, O Israell The LORD is our
God, the LORD is one!

Deu 6:5 "You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might.

Deu 6:6 "These words, which | am
commanding you today, shall be on your
heart.
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Teach Children To Fear And
Love God Above All

Deu 6:7 "You shall teach them diligently to
your sons and shall talk of them when you

sit in your house and when you walk by the
way and when you lie down and when you

rise up.

Deu 6:8 "You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand and they shall be as frontals on

your forehead.
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Teach Children To Fear And
Love God Above All

Deu 6:9 "You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.
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Recognize the Lord’s authority over parents
and children

Seek to please God above all yourself
Recognize children are a gift from God

Teach children to fear and love God above
all
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Raising Godly Children

Give children spiritual values not things only
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

« Although we are to provide children with
things, do not substitute material things for
faith in God

* By spiritual values, we mean faith in God,
thinking as He would have us think,
behaving as he would have us behave

« Contrast faith with the thinking of the world
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

2Co0 12:14 Here for this third time | am
ready to come to you, and | will not be a
burden to you; for | do not seek what is
yours, but you; for children are not
responsible to save up for their parents, but
parents for their children.

1Ti 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for
his own, and especially for those of his
household, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever. 34

Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

2Ti 1:5 For | am mindful of the sincere faith
within you, which first dwelt in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice,
and | am sure that it is in you as well.

2Ti 3:14 You, however, continue in the
things you have learned and become
convinced of, knowing from whom you have
learned them,
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

2Ti 3:15 and that from childhood you have

known the sacred writings which are able to
give you the wisdom that leads to salvation

through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

2Ti 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness;

2Ti 3:17 so that the man of God may be

adequate, equipped for every good work.
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

Act 16:1 Paul came also to Derbe and to
Lystra. And a disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who
was a believer, but his father was a Greek,

Act 16:2 and he was well spoken of by the
brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

« Parents do not allow children’s peers or
teachers or anyone else determine their
values, attitudes in life

» When they are taught conflicting values,
stand against them for what is right even if
suffering comes

« Spiritual reward is of greater value than
any earthly reward
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

Php 1:27 Only conduct yourselves in a
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that whether | come and see you or remain
absent, | will hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving together for the faith of the gospel;

Php 1:28 in no way alarmed by your
opponents--which is a sign of destruction for
them, but of salvation for you, and that too,
from God. 39

Give Children Spiritual Values

Not Things Only

Php 1:29 For to you it has been granted for
Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but
also to suffer for His sake,

Php 1:30 experiencing the same conflict
which you saw in me, and now hear to be in
me.
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

1Pe 4:14 If you are reviled for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on you.

1Pe 4:15 Make sure that none of you
suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or
a troublesome meddler;

1Pe 4:16 but if anyone suffers as a
Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to

glorify God in this name.
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

1Pe 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
great mercy has caused us to be born again
to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,

1Pe 1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you,
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Give Children Spiritual Values
Not Things Only

1Pe 1:5 who are protected by the power of
God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.
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Give children spiritual values not things only
Teach children to be responsible
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Teach Children To Be
Responsible

» Parents must teach children how to be
responsible in their behavior

* They need to learn how to work, how to
give to others, how to willingly serve God
in all areas

+ Childhood, especially teenage years,
should not be a time to indulge children by
satisfying their desires but should be a
time of developing into mature responsible
adults 45

Teach Children To Be
Responsible

Ecc 11:9 Rejoice, young man, during your
childhood, and let your heart be pleasant
during the days of young manhood. And
follow the impulses of your heart and the
desires of your eyes. Yet know that God will
bring you to judgment for all these things.

Ecc 11:10 So, remove grief and anger from
your heart and put away pain from your
body, because childhood and the prime of
life are fleeting. 46

Teach Children To Be
Responsible

Ecc 12:1 Remember also your Creator in
the days of your youth, before the evil days
come and the years draw near when you will
say, "l have no delight in them";
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Give children spiritual values not things only
Teach children to be responsible
Discipline children to correct them
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Discipline Children To Correct
Them

 God is loving and disciplines His children
when needed for our good

« Parents, do not be afraid to discipline
children when teaching alone does not
correct them

* To not discipline them is to fall into the sin
of Eli who was destroyed along with His
evil sons by the Lord
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Discipline Children To Correct

Them

Heb 12:5 and you have forgotten the
exhortation which is addressed to you as
sons, "MY SON, DO NOT REGARD
LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD,
NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE REPROVED
BY HIM;

Heb 12:6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD
LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE
SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE
RECEIVES." 50

Discipline Children To Correct

Them

Heb 12:7 It is for discipline that you endure;
God deals with you as with sons; for what
son is there whom his father does not
discipline?
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Discipline Children To Correct
Them

Pro 13:24 He who withholds his rod hates
his son, But he who loves him disciplines
him diligently.

Pro 19:18 Discipline your son while there is
hope, And do not desire his death.

Pro 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom,
But a child who gets his own way brings
shame to his mother.

52

Discipline Children To Correct
Them

1Sa 3:13 "For | have told him that | am
about to judge his house forever for the
iniquity which he knew, because his sons
brought a curse on themselves and he did
not rebuke them.

1Sa 3:14 "Therefore | have sworn to the
house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house
shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or
offering forever."
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Give children spiritual values not things only
Teach children to be responsible

Discipline children to correct them

Seek God's approval instead of children’s
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Seek God’s Approval Instead Of
Children’s

« Raising godly children in an ungodly world
is challenging

» Temptation — seek short-term approval of
children who want to do wrong

* Hold out and disciple your children and
hold fast to God's Word so you do not lose
God'’s approval

 One day your godly children will
acknowledge your efforts to raise them in

a righteous way %

Seek God’s Approval Instead Of
Children’s

Joh 12:42 Nevertheless many even of the
rulers believed in Him, but because of the
Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for
fear that they would be put out of the
synagogue;

Joh 12:43 for they loved the approval of
men rather than the approval of God.
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Seek God’s Approval Instead Of
Children’s

Pro 31:26 She opens her mouth in wisdom,
And the teaching of kindness is on her
tongue.

Pro 31:27 She looks well to the ways of her
household, And does not eat the bread of
idleness.

Pro 31:28 Her children rise up and bless
her; Her husband also, and he praises her,

saying:
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Seek God’s Approval Instead Of

Children’s

Pro 31:29 "Many daughters have done
nobly, But you excel them all."

Pro 31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is
vain, But a woman who fears the LORD, she
shall be praised.

Pro 31:31 Give her the product of her
hands, And let her works praise her in the
gates.
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Recognize children are a gift from God

Teach children to fear and love God above
all

Give children spiritual values not things only
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