RESISTING CHANGE (#2, Brooklyn, Saturday, August 27,2016, 3:15pm)

Introduction: What a blessing to come together with people from all backgrounds and walks of life into a special
family.

Resisting Change - a powerful force in the world - Changing the formula of coke, getting rid of the filet-of-
fish, changing political parties, rooting for a rival team, changing toothpaste, changing car brands, changing

ball teams (Mets vs. Yankees, Rangers vs. Red Devils, Rangers vs. Islanders, Knicks vs. Nets) etc.

We want to start in the book of John. Not for a verse by verse study, but rather, we want to look at a few passages
to see how forceful the resistance to change can be.

John chapter 8:31, 58-59; 11:1-5, 17-44, 45-53 (verse 48) - Notice in chapter 8 verse 31 the texts says these
Jews believed Jesus! Even though these Jews were in an occupied territory of Rome, they had been given certain
privileges. They did not want to give up those privileges. They did not want to listen to Jesus and receive the
everlasting freedom that He offered. Rather they wanted to kill Him.

John 12:9-11, 41-43 - Many times man resists change because they are focused on the physical. In this case the
Jewish leaders thought change would mean if everyone believed in Jesus, the Romans take away both their place
and their nation. They were willing to stone and kill Jesus and Lazarus in their resistance to change.

We have many friends in the world that also resist change. Resisting change from what they have known for a very
long time and have become comfortable with is a very, very powerful force. Sometimes people simply do not want
to change. Sometimes fear is involved with the change. Changing from a way of life you know and have been
accustomed to, to something that is unknown, can be a fearful thing.

If we can understand how powerful the resistance to change can be and how hard it is for some to change; then
maybe we can be better servants and teachers. We can be more compassionate toward our friends and neighbors
while showing them the eternal blessings that come from changing their lives for the Lord!

Jesus wants His children to be moldable into His image. This requires us to be willing to change when the Lord
demands it.

e Samaritans (Acts 8:5-13) - These people changed from following a sorcerer who had completely fooled
them to following God.

e Ephesians (Acts 19:17-20) - Look at how invested the Ephesians were in magic and magic arts. Yet they
turned a 180 to change their lives for the Lord!

e Paul explains his big change this way (Galatians 2:20, Philippians 3:8).

How are you doing with change? How am I doing with change? Are we willing to make changes in our lives for
the Lord or do we resist change?

Are we willing to let the Lord mold our hearts or do we at times harden them when we do not want to change?
(Acts 19:9, Hebrews 10:22, Ephesians 4:32). We need to be a tenderhearted, the opposite of hard hearted.

Resisting change can be a powerful force to overcome. But with understanding, compassion, and the love of Jesus
we can overcome that resistance! We can also overcome the resistance to change in our friends and in ourselves.

If you have not changed your life for Jesus by becoming a Christian, we encourage you to believe in Him, confess
that He is the Son of God, repent of your sins, and put on Jesus in baptism! This is a truly life giving change for a
meaningful walk while here on earth and eternal life one day in Heaven! If we can help you now, please come
forward while we stand and sing.



