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Organization and Work of The
Universal Church

The Church

1. What Is The Church?
2. Nature of The Universal Church

3. Organization and Work of The Universal
Church

4. The Only Source of Divine Authority
Today

5. Establishing Divine Authority

The Church

6. Nature of A Local Church

7. Organization and Work of A Local
Church

8. Independence Autonomy and
Cooperation of Local Churches

9. Institutionalism and The Social Gospel

Nature of The Universal Church

Enter only by being added by the Lord
Composition

Number

Origin

The Lord keeps track of members

Cannot be saved without being in His
church

Has no earthly organization
8. Cannot be divided
9. Membership not affected by death 4
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Introduction

* When we speak of Jesus’ universal
church, we are referring to the assembly of
people in the world that Jesus saves both
living and dead

« Common error is believing His universal
church is a working organization
composed of local churches

* To do its collective work, it must have
centralized oversight and treasury

Introduction

+ Best example is the Roman Catholic
Church

+ Also, among churches of Christ, there are
efforts to organize many local churches to
do some collective work supervised by
either a sponsoring local church or a
created institution

+ Again, we note what the universal church
is, its organization, work, oversight and
treasury if any 6




What Is Jesus’ Universal
Church?

* The universal church is the assembly of
people in the world that Jesus saves both
living and dead

* The universal church is not composed of
local churches ruled by a centralized
earthly headquarters

* The universal church is not a body of
bodies of local churches composing
different denominations

What Is Jesus’ Universal
Church?

» The universal church is a brotherhood of
children of God not a sisterhood of local
churches

* The universal church is composed of all
individuals in the world who are saved by
Christ, members of His body, stones in the
Temple of God, children in God'’s family,
citizens in Christ’s kingdom

What Is Jesus’ Universal
Church?

Eph 5:23 For the husband is the head of the
wife, as Christ also is the head of the
church, He Himself being the Savior of the
body.

1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.

What Is Jesus’ Universal

Church?

Heb 12:22 But you have come to Mount
Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of
angels,

Heb 12:23 to the general assembly and
church of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to
the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
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What Is Jesus’ Universal
Church?

Heb 12:24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a
new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood,
which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
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How Is The Universal Church
Organized?

* Great error — believing Jesus’ universal
church is organized by combining local
churches together to act as one

+ Reality — His universal church has no
earthly organization except as individual
members submit to Jesus as the only
head of His church

+ His will is expressed fully in the apostles’

teaching
12




How Is The Universal Church
Organized?
+ His apostles had no earthly successors

» Therefore His universal church has no
earthly overseers, no Pope or any
universal leaders

* Again, individual members throughout the
world are governed by the apostles’
teaching
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How Is The Universal Church
Organized?

Eph 5:22 Wives, be subject to your own
husbands, as to the Lord.

Eph 5:23 For the husband is the head of the
wife, as Christ also is the head of the
church, He Himself being the Savior of the
body.

Eph 5:24 But as the church is subject to
Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their

husbands in everything.
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How Is The Universal Church
Organized?

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her,

Eph 5:26 so that He might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word,

Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself
the church in all her glory, having no spot or
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would
be holy and blameless. 15

How Is The Universal Church
Organized?

Rom 12:1 Therefore | urge you, brethren,
by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship.

Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may prove what the
will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect. 16

How Is The Universal Church
Organized?

Eph 2:20 having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

17

The Universal Church Has No
Earthly Overseers

1Pe 5:2 shepherd the flock of God among
you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with
eagerness;

1Pe 5:3 nor yet as lording it over those
allotted to your charge, but proving to be
examples to the flock.
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Jesus’ Apostles Had No
Successors

2Pe 1:12 Therefore, | will always be ready
to remind you of these things, even though
you already know them, and have been
established in the truth which is present with
you.

2Pe 1:13 | consider it right, as long as | am
in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way
of reminder,
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Jesus’ Apostles Had No
Successors

2Pe 1:14 knowing that the laying aside of
my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.

2Pe 1:15 And | will also be diligent that at
any time after my departure you will be able
to call these things to mind.
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What Is The Work Of The
Universal Church?

+ Since there is no universal earthly
oversight of the universal church, there is
also no universal treasury to fund any
collective work

* The only treasury as well as oversight is
for a local church

* The universal church works as each
Christian submits to Jesus as head

+ This work includes working with a local

church and all Christian conduct 21

There Is No Universal Church
Treasury To Fund Collective Work

1Co 16:1 Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as | directed the churches of
Galatia, so do you also.

1Co 16:2 On the first day of every week
each one of you is to put aside and save, as
he may prosper, so that no collections be
made when | come.
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The Universal Church Works As Individual
Members Submit To Christ As Head

Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body; and be thankful.

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell
within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.
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The Universal Church Works As Individual
Members Submit To Christ As Head

Col 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do
not be embittered against them.

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your
parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing
to the Lord. 24




The Universal Church Works As Individual
Members Submit To Christ As Head

Col 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your
children, so that they will not lose heart.

Col 3:22 Slaves, in all things obey those
who are your masters on earth, not with
external service, as those who merely
please men, but with sincerity of heart,
fearing the Lord.

Col 3:23 Whatever you do, do your work

heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,
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The Universal Church Works As Individual
Members Submit To Christ As Head

Col 3:24 knowing that from the Lord you will
receive the reward of the inheritance. It is
the Lord Christ whom you serve.

Col 3:25 For he who does wrong will
receive the consequences of the wrong
which he has done, and that without
partiality.
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The Universal Church Works As Individual
Members Submit To Christ As Head

Col 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice
and fairness, knowing that you too have a
Master in heaven.

Col 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer,
keeping alert in it with an attitude of
thanksgiving;
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The Universal Church Works As Individual
Members Submit To Christ As Head

Col 4:3 praying at the same time for us as
well, that God will open up to us a door for
the word, so that we may speak forth the
mystery of Christ, for which | have also been
imprisoned;

28

The Universal Church Works As Individual
Members Submit To Christ As Head

1Pe 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's
sake to every human institution, whether to
a king as the one in authority,

1Pe 2:14 or to governors as sent by him for
the punishment of evildoers and the praise
of those who do right.

1Pe 2:15 For such is the will of God that by
doing right you may silence the ignorance of

foolish men.
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Organization and Work of The
Universal Church

1. What is Jesus’ universal church?
2. How is the universal church organized?
3. What is the work of the universal church?
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