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Lesson 3
The Nature of A Local Church

The Church v2

What is the church?

The nature of the universal church

The nature of a local church

Unreliable sources of religious authority
The only source of Divine authority today
How to establish Divine authority

Things that are expedient
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The Church v2

8. Respecting the silence of the Scriptures
9. The organization of a local church
10. The work of a local church

11.Independence autonomy and
cooperation of local churches

12. Institutionalism
13.The social gospel
14.The unity of the church

The Nature of The Universal
Church

1. Composed of all individuals in the world
that Jesus saves

2. There is only one universal church

3. Began on the day of Pentecost in
Jerusalem

4. Enter when Jesus adds us to his church
5. The Lord keeps track of members
6. Consists of all those who are saved

The Nature of The Universal
Church

7. Cannot be saved without being in His
church

8. Has no earthly organization

9. Has no treasury

10.Has no collective work

11.Cannot be divided

12.Membership is not affected by death

Introduction

* In the last lesson, we learned that Jesus’
universal church refers to the assembly of
people in the world that He saves, both
living and dead

» When we think of His church, we must
think people instead of anything else like
an institution or a building

* The New Testament refers to both the
universal church and a local church




What Is A Local Church?

* Alocal church is an assembly of
Christians who agree to worship and work
together in a specific location

* Local churches are not working units of
the universal church

* Individual Christians are the working units
of the universal church

+ Failing to understand the nature of a local
church will lead us to pervert its
organization and work as so many do
even among churches of Christ 7

Composed of Christians Assembling In
A Specific Location

1Co 1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus
Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our
brother,

1Co 1:2 To the church of God which is at
Corinth, to those who have been sanctified
in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all
who in every place call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

Composed of Christians Assembling In
A Specific Location

1Th 1:1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To
the church of the Thessalonians in God the

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to

you and peace.

There Are Many Local
Churches

Rom 16:16 Greet one another with a holy
kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

Gal 1:2 and all the brethren who are with
me, To the churches of Galatia:
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

* While the universal church began on the
day of Pentecost in Jerusalem 10 days
after Jesus’ ascension into Heaven, many
other local churches have begun at
different times in different places

* Whenever the gospel is preached and
people obey it, Jesus adds them to His
universal church
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

+ Then, those who are saved in that location
submit to the apostles’ teaching and join
together in a local church to worship and
work as one congregation

» The gospel is God’s only power to save us
and only power to direct us as a local
church
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Luk 8:15 "But the seed in the good soll,
these are the ones who have heard the word
in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast,
and bear fruit with perseverance.

Rom 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek.
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom
you crucified."

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Act 2:41 So then, those who had received
his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls.
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

Act 2:47 praising God and having favor with
all the people. And the Lord was adding to
their number day by day those who were
being saved.
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 18:1 After these things he left Athens
and went to Corinth.

Act 18:2 And he found a Jew named Aquila,
a native of Pontus, having recently come
from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had commanded all the Jews to
leave Rome. He came to them,
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 18:3 and because he was of the same
trade, he stayed with them and they were
working, for by trade they were tent-makers.

Act 18:4 And he was reasoning in the
synagogue every Sabbath and trying to
persuade Jews and Greeks.
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They Begin At Different Times

In Different Places

Act 18:5 But when Silas and Timothy came
down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting
himself completely to the word, solemnly
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the
Christ.

Act 18:6 But when they resisted and
blasphemed, he shook out his garments and
said to them, "Your blood be on your own
heads! | am clean. From now on | will go to

the Gentiles."
19

They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 18:7 Then he left there and went to the
house of a man named Titius Justus, a
worshiper of God, whose house was next to
the synagogue.

Act 18:8 Crispus, the leader of the
synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his
household, and many of the Corinthians
when they heard were believing and being
baptized.
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 18:9 And the Lord said to Paul in the
night by a vision, "Do not be afraid any
longer, but go on speaking and do not be
silent;

Act 18:10 for | am with you, and no man will
attack you in order to harm you, for | have
many people in this city."
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They Begin At Different Times
In Different Places

Act 18:11 And he settled there a year and
six months, teaching the word of God
among them.
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Enter When We Voluntarily Join And
Are Accepted By A Local Church

« When we are baptized for the forgiveness
of our sins, the Lord adds us to His
universal church, His one saved body

* But in order to be an accepted member of
a local church, we must voluntarily join
ourselves to that congregation

+ And, they in turn, must agree to accept us
as a member to worship and work with

them
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Jesus Adds Us To His One Universal
Church

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Act 2:41 So then, those who had received
his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls.
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Jesus Adds Us To His One Universal
Church
Act 2:47 praising God and having favor with
all the people. And the Lord was adding to

their number day by day those who were
being saved.
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Enter When We Voluntarily Join And
Are Accepted By A Local Church

Act 9:26 When he came to Jerusalem, he
was trying to associate with the disciples;
but they were all afraid of him, not believing
that he was a disciple.

Act 9:27 But Barnabas took hold of him and
brought him to the apostles and described to
them how he had seen the Lord on the road,
and that He had talked to him, and how at
Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the

name of Jesus. s

Enter When We Voluntarily Join And
Are Accepted By A Local Church

Act 9:28 And he was with them, moving
about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out
boldly in the name of the Lord.
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The Nature of A Local Church

1. Composed of Christians assembling in a
specific location

2. There are many local churches

3. They begin at different times in different
places

4. Enter when we voluntarily join and are
accepted by a local church
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Imperfect Human Judgment In
Keeping Track of Membership

1Co 5:1 Itis actually reported that there is
immorality among you, and immorality of
such a kind as does not exist even among
the Gentiles, that someone has his father's
wife.

1Co 5:2 You have become arrogant and
have not mourned instead, so that the one
who had done this deed would be removed
from your midst.
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Imperfect Human Judgment In
Keeping Track of Membership

1Co 5:3 For |, on my part, though absent in
body but present in spirit, have already
judged him who has so committed this, as
though | were present.

1Co 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus,
when you are assembled, and | with you in
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus,
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Imperfect Human Judgment In
Keeping Track of Membership

1Co 5:5 | have decided to deliver such a
one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh,
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus.

1Co 5:11 But actually, | wrote to you not to
associate with any so-called brother if he is
an immoral person, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a
swindler--not even to eat with such a one.
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Imperfect Human Judgment In
Keeping Track of Membership

3Jn 1:9 | wrote something to the church; but
Diotrephes, who loves to be first among
them, does not accept what we say.

3Jn 1:10 For this reason, if | come, | will call
attention to his deeds which he does,
unjustly accusing us with wicked words; and
not satisfied with this, he himself does not
receive the brethren, either, and he forbids
those who desire to do so and puts them out
of the church. 32

Imperfect Human Judgment In
Keeping Track of Membership

3Jn 1:11 Beloved, do not imitate what is
evil, but what is good. The one who does

good is of God; the one who does evil has
not seen God.
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Consists of Both Saved And

Lost

Rev 3:1 "To the angel of the church in
Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits
of God and the seven stars, says this: 'l
know your deeds, that you have a name that
you are alive, but you are dead.

Rev 3:2 'Wake up, and strengthen the
things that remain, which were about to die;
for | have not found your deeds completed in
the sight of My God.
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Consists of Both Saved And
Lost

Rev 3:3 'So remember what you have
received and heard; and keep it, and repent.
Therefore if you do not wake up, | will come
like a thief, and you will not know at what
hour | will come to you.

Rev 3:4 'But you have a few people in
Sardis who have not soiled their garments;
and they will walk with Me in white, for they
are worthy.
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Do Not Need To Be In A Local
Church To Be Saved

Act 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning from this Scripture he preached
Jesus to him.

Act 8:36 As they went along the road they
came to some water; and the eunuch *said,
"Look! Water! What prevents me from being
baptized?"
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Do Not Need To Be In A Local
Church To Be Saved

Act 8:37 [And Philip said, "If you believe
with all your heart, you may." And he
answered and said, "l believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God."]

Act 8:38 And he ordered the chariot to stop;
and they both went down into the water,
Philip as well as the eunuch, and he
baptized him.
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Do Not Need To Be In A Local
Church To Be Saved

Act 8:39 When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip
away; and the eunuch no longer saw him,
but went on his way rejoicing.
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Has Earthly Organization

Act 14:23 When they had appointed elders
for them in every church, having prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in
whom they had believed.

Php 1:1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of
Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ
Jesus who are in Philippi, including the
overseers and deacons:

39

Has Earthly Organization

1Pe 5:2 shepherd the flock of God among
you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the
will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with
eagerness;

1Pe 5:3 nor yet as lording it over those
allotted to your charge, but proving to be
examples to the flock.
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Has A Treasury

1Co 16:1 Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as | directed the churches of
Galatia, so do you also.

1Co 16:2 On the first day of every week
each one of you is to put aside and save, as
he may prosper, so that no collections be
made when | come.

1Co 16:3 When | arrive, whomever you may
approve, | will send them with letters to carry

your gift to Jerusalem; 41

Has Specified Collective Work

A local church is an assembly of saints that
agree to worship and work together as the
Lord commands in the apostles’ teaching

In contrast to the work of individual saints,
the work of a local church consists of only
those things revealed that we must do
together as a local congregation

Broadly speaking, this work includes
edification, evangelism and helping needy

saints
42




Has Specified Collective Work

» The primary focus of this work is local first
and then world obligations

« Specifically, there are only 9 things
authorized for a local church to do

« We will mention a few here but list them all in
later lessons on the work of a local church

« Sadly, man either adds or takes away from
the specified work of a local church
perverting what God has commanded us to
do together 13

Has Specified Collective Work

Mat 18:15 "If your brother sins, go and
show him his fault in private; if he listens to
you, you have won your brother.

Mat 18:16 "But if he does not listen to you,
take one or two more with you, so that BY
THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE
WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE
CONFIRMED.
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Has Specified Collective Work

Mat 18:17 "If he refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen
even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector.

1Ti 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for
his own, and especially for those of his
household, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.
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Has Specified Collective Work

1Ti 5:16 If any woman who is a believer has
dependent widows, she must assist them
and the church must not be burdened, so
that it may assist those who are widows
indeed.
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Has Specified Collective Work

Eph 4:11 And He gave some as apostles,
and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and
teachers,

Eph 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for
the work of service, to the building up of the
body of Christ;
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Has Specified Collective Work

Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the
stature which belongs to the fullness of
Christ.

48




Has Specified Collective Work

Mat 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to
them, saying, "All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth.

Mat 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit,

Mat 28:20 teaching them to observe all that
| commanded you; and lo, | am with you

always, even to the end of the age." 40

Has Specified Collective Work

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

Act 20:7 On the first day of the week, when
we were gathered together to break bread,
Paul began talking to them, intending to
leave the next day, and he prolonged his
message until midnight.
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Has Specified Collective Work

2Co 11:8 | robbed other churches by taking
wages from them to serve you;

2Co 11:9 and when | was present with you
and was in need, | was not a burden to
anyone; for when the brethren came from
Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and
in everything | kept myself from being a
burden to you, and will continue to do so.
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Has Specified Collective Work

Act 2:44 And all those who had believed
were together and had all things in common;
Act 2:45 and they began selling their
property and possessions and were sharing
them with all, as anyone might have need.
Eph 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody with your heart to the Lord;
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Can Be Divided

1Co 1:10 Now | exhort you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all
agree and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be made complete in the
same mind and in the same judgment.

1Co 1:11 For | have been informed
concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's
people, that there are quarrels among you.
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Can Be Divided

1Co 1:12 Now | mean this, that each one of
you is saying, "l am of Paul," and "l of
Apollos," and "l of Cephas," and "l of Christ."

1Co 1:13 Has Christ been divided? Paul
was not crucified for you, was he? Or were
you baptized in the name of Paul?
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Can Be Divided

1Co 11:19 For there must also be factions
among you, so that those who are approved
may become evident among you.
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Our Membership Is Ended By
Death

Act 8:1 Saul was in hearty agreement with
putting him to death. And on that day a great
persecution began against the church in
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and
Samaria, except the apostles.

Act 8:2 Some devout men buried Stephen,
and made loud lamentation over him.
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The Nature of A Local Church

1. Composed of Christians assembling in a
specific location

2. There are many local churches

3. They begin at different times in different
places

4. Enter when we voluntarily join and are
accepted by a local church

5. Imperfect human judgment in keeping

track of membership 57

The Nature of A Local Church

6. Consists of both saved and lost

7. Do not need to be in a local church to be
saved

8. Has earthly organization

9. Has a treasury

10.Has specified collective work
11.Can be divided

12.0ur membership is ended by death
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