The Death of Jesus

Introduction

« Jesus’ birth, sinless life, death, burial,
resurrection, exaltation coming again to
judge us are the key events in God's plan
to save humanity from sin

* Of these, we study the death of Jesus —

Lessqn 1 the most important and unique death that
Who Is Responsible For Jesus’ has ever occurred
Death? : .
* His death not unique because of the
manner in which He died - crucifixion
2
. Who Is Responsible For Jesus’
Introduction

« Jesus’ death is unique because it is
essential for our salvation

* In this lesson, we raise the question, who
IS responsible for Jesus’ death?

 The gospel writers reveal both the motives
and actions of those involved in His death

« Humanity's sinful motives opposing God's
righteous motive

» What difference does it make anyway?

Death?

The multitude?
Judas Iscariot?

The Romans?

The Jewish leaders?
Jesus?

The Father?

Our sins?

Jesus Knew The Changeable
Multitude

Joh 2:23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at
the Passover, during the feast, many
believed in His name, observing His signs
which He was doing.

Joh 2:24 But Jesus, on His part, was not
entrusting Himself to them, for He knew alll
men,

The Multitude’s Carnal Motives
Revealed

Joh 6:14 Therefore when the people saw
the sign which He had performed, they said,
"This is truly the Prophet who is to come into
the world."

Joh 6:15 So Jesus, perceiving that they
were intending to come and take Him by
force to make Him king, withdrew again to
the mountain by Himself alone.




The Multitude’s Superficial
Praise

Joh 12:12 On the next day the large crowd
who had come to the feast, when they heard
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,

Joh 12:13 took the branches of the palm
trees and went out to meet Him, and began
to shout, "Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD,
even the King of Israel."

The Multitude’s Ignorance,
Cruelty and Fickleness

Mar 15:11 But the chief priests stirred up
the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas
for them instead.

Mar 15:12 Answering again, Pilate said to
them, "Then what shall I do with Him whom
you call the King of the Jews?"

Mar 15:13 They shouted back, "Crucify
Him!"

The Multitude’s Ignorance,
Cruelty and Fickleness

Mar 15:29 Those passing by were hurling
abuse at Him, wagging their heads, and
saying, "Ha! You who are going to destroy
the temple and rebuild it in three days,

Mar 15:30 save Yourself, and come down
from the cross!"

Judas’s Covetousness

Joh 12:4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His
disciples, who was intending to betray Him,
*said,

Joh 12:5 "Why was this perfume not sold for
three hundred denarii and given to poor
people?"

Joh 12:6 Now he said this, not because he
was concerned about the poor, but because
he was a thief, and as he had the money
box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 10

Judas’s Covetousness

Mat 26:15 and said, "What are you willing to
give me to betray Him to you?" And they
weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him.

Mat 26:47 While He was still speaking,
behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up
accompanied by a large crowd with swords
and clubs, who came from the chief priests
and elders of the people.
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Judas’s Covetousness

Mat 26:48 Now he who was betraying Him
gave them a sign, saying, "Whomever | kiss,
He is the one; seize Him."

Mat 26:49 Immediately Judas went to Jesus
and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed Him.

Mat 26:50 And Jesus said to him, "Friend,
do what you have come for." Then they
came and laid hands on Jesus and seized
Him.
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The Jews Bring Jesus To Pilate
The Roman Governor

Joh 18:28 Then they *led Jesus from
Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and it was
early; and they themselves did not enter into
the Praetorium so that they would not be
defiled, but might eat the Passover.

Joh 18:29 Therefore Pilate went out to them
and *said, "What accusation do you bring
against this Man?"
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The Jews Bring Jesus To Pilate
The Roman Governor

Joh 18:30 They answered and said to him,
"If this Man were not an evildoer, we would
not have delivered Him to you."

Joh 18:31 So Pilate said to them, "Take
Him yourselves, and judge Him according to
your law." The Jews said to him, "We are
not permitted to put anyone to death,"

Joh 18:32 to fulfill the word of Jesus which
He spoke, signifying by what kind of death
He was about to die. 14

Pilate Concludes Jesus To Be
Innocent

Luk 23:13 Pilate summoned the chief
priests and the rulers and the people,

Luk 23:14 and said to them, "You brought
this man to me as one who incites the
people to rebellion, and behold, having
examined Him before you, | have found no
guilt in this man regarding the charges which
you make against Him.
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Pilate’s Cowardice — Send
Jesus To Herod

Luk 23:7 And when he learned that He
belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him
to Herod, who himself also was in Jerusalem
at that time.

Luk 23:11 And Herod with his soldiers, after
treating Him with contempt and mocking
Him, dressed Him in a gorgeous robe and
sent Him back to Pilate.
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Pilate’s Cowardice — Tries To
Appease People With Less

Luk 23:16 "Therefore | will punish Him and
release Him."

17

Pilate’s Cowardice — Looking
For A Way Out of Doing Right

Luk 23:17 [Now he was obliged to release
to them at the feast one prisoner.]

Luk 23:18 But they cried out all together,
saying, "Away with this man, and release for
us Barabbas!"

Luk 23:19 (He was one who had been
thrown into prison for an insurrection made
in the city, and for murder.)
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Pilate’s Cowardice — Denies His
Part In Jesus’ Death

Mat 27:23 And he said, "Why, what evil has
He done?" But they kept shouting all the
more, saying, "Crucify Him!"
Mat 27:24 When Pilate saw that he was
accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot
was starting, he took water and washed his
hands in front of the crowd, saying, "l am
innocent of this Man's blood; see to that
yourselves."
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Pilate’s Cowardice — Bows To
The Mob and Sentences Jesus

Luk 23:20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus,
addressed them again,

Luk 23:21 but they kept on calling out,
saying, "Crucify, crucify Him!"

Luk 23:22 And he said to them the third
time, "Why, what evil has this man done? |
have found in Him no guilt demanding
death; therefore | will punish Him and

release Him."
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Pilate’s Cowardice — Bows To
The Mob and Sentences Jesus

Luk 23:23 But they were insistent, with loud
voices asking that He be crucified. And their
voices began to prevail.

Mar 15:15 Wishing to satisfy the crowd,
Pilate released Barabbas for them, and after
having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over
to be crucified.
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The Roman Soldiers’ Ignorance
and Cruelty

Mar 15:16 The soldiers took Him away into
the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they
*called together the whole Roman cohort.

Mar 15:17 They *dressed Him up in purple,
and after twisting a crown of thorns, they put
it on Him;

Mar 15:18 and they began to acclaim Him,
"Hail, King of the Jews!"
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The Roman Soldiers’ Ignorance
and Cruelty

Mar 15:19 They kept beating His head with
a reed, and spitting on Him, and kneeling
and bowing before Him.

Mar 15:20 After they had mocked Him, they
took the purple robe off Him and put His own
garments on Him. And they *led Him out to
crucify Him.
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The Roman Soldiers’ Ignorance
and Cruelty

Mar 15:21 They *pressed into service a
passer-by coming from the country, Simon
of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and
Rufus), to bear His cross.

Mar 15:22 Then they *brought Him to the
place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of
a Skull.
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The Roman Soldiers’ Ignorance
and Cruelty

Mar 15:23 They tried to give Him wine

mixed with myrrh; but He did not take it.

Mar 15:24 And they *crucified Him, and
*divided up His garments among
themselves, casting lots for them to decide
what each man should take.
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The Roman Soldiers’ Ignorance
and Cruelty

Luk 23:34 But Jesus was saying, "Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing." And they cast lots, dividing up
His garments among themselves.

Luk 23:36 The soldiers also mocked Him,
coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine,

Luk 23:37 and saying, "If You are the King
of the Jews, save Yourself!"
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The Roman Soldiers’ Ignorance
and Cruelty

Joh 19:31 Then the Jews, because it was
the day of preparation, so that the bodies
would not remain on the cross on the
Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day),
asked Pilate that their legs might be broken,
and that they might be taken away.

Joh 19:32 So the soldiers came, and broke
the legs of the first man and of the other who

was crucified with Him;
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The Roman Soldiers’ Ignorance
and Cruelty

Joh 19:33 but coming to Jesus, when they
saw that He was already dead, they did not
break His legs.

Joh 19:34 But one of the soldiers pierced
His side with a spear, and immediately blood
and water came out.
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Who Is Responsible For Jesus’
Death?

 Was Jesus simply an innocent victim
murdered by wicked, ignorant and violent
men?

« So far, we have seen fickleness,
ignorance, cruelty, covetousness and
cowardice among other sinful motives
producing sinful behavior in murdering
Jesus
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Who Is Responsible For Jesus’
Death?

» But Jesus blames the Jewish leaders for
their part in His death more than the
Romans

« Jesus claimed that His death was a willing
act planned and accomplished according
to God'’s Divine righteous purpose — the
salvation of our souls

30




Who Is Responsible For Jesus’
Death?

The multitude?
Judas Iscariot?

The Romans?

The Jewish leaders?
Jesus?

The Father?

Our sins?
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Jesus Preached Repentance To
All Including Jewish Leaders

Mar 1:14 Now after John had been taken
into custody, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of God,

Mar 1:15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel."
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Jesus Rebuked Sinful Traditions
of The Jewish Leaders

Mar 7:9 He was also saying to them, "You
are experts at setting aside the
commandment of God in order to keep your
tradition.

Mar 7:10 "For Moses said, 'HONOR YOUR
FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER'; and, 'HE
WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR
MOTHER, IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH;,
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Jesus Rebuked Sinful Traditions
of The Jewish Leaders

Mar 7:11 but you say, 'lIf a man says to his
father or his mother, whatever | have that
would help you is Corban (that is to say,
given to God),’

Mar 7:12 you no longer permit him to do
anything for his father or his mother;

Mar 7:13 thus invalidating the word of God
by your tradition which you have handed
down; and you do many things such as
that." 34

Jesus Challenged Their

Authority — The Sabbath

Joh 5:8 Jesus *said to him, "Get up, pick up
your pallet and walk."

Joh 5:9 Immediately the man became well,
and picked up his pallet and began to walk.
Now it was the Sabbath on that day.

Joh 5:16 For this reason the Jews were
persecuting Jesus, because He was doing
these things on the Sabbath.
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Jesus Challenged Their
Authority — The Sabbath

Joh 5:17 But He answered them, "My
Father is working until now, and | Myself am
working."

Joh 5:18 For this reason therefore the Jews
were seeking all the more to kill Him,
because He not only was breaking the
Sabbath, but also was calling God His own
Father, making Himself equal with God.
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Hostile Jewish Leaders Try To
Humiliate Jesus

Luk 11:53 When He left there, the scribes
and the Pharisees began to be very hostile
and to question Him closely on many
subjects,

Luk 11:54 plotting against Him to catch Him
in something He might say.
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Jesus Exposed Hypocritical
Jewish Leaders

Mat 23:1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds
and to His disciples,

Mat 23:2 saying: "The scribes and the
Pharisees have seated themselves in the
chair of Moses;

Mat 23:3 therefore all that they tell you, do
and observe, but do not do according to
their deeds; for they say things and do not

do them.
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Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders

Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Joh 11:47 Therefore the chief priests and
the Pharisees convened a council, and were
saying, "What are we doing? For this man is
performing many signs.

Joh 11:48 "If we let Him go on like this, all
men will believe in Him, and the Romans will
come and take away both our place and our
nation."
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Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders

Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Joh 11:49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who
was high priest that year, said to them, "You
know nothing at all,

Joh 11:50 nor do you take into account that
it is expedient for you that one man die for
the people, and that the whole nation not
perish."

Joh 11:53 So from that day on they planned

together to kill Him.
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Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders
Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Mar 14:55 Now the chief priests and the
whole Council kept trying to obtain testimony
against Jesus to put Him to death, and they
were not finding any.

Mar 14:56 For many were giving false
testimony against Him, but their testimony
was not consistent.
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Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders
Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Mar 14:61 But He kept silent and did not
answer. Again the high priest was
questioning Him, and saying to Him, "Are
You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed
One?"

Mar 14:62 And Jesus said, "I am; and you
shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT
THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and
COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF
HEAVEN." 42




Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders
Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Mar 14:63 Tearing his clothes, the high
priest *said, "What further need do we have
of witnesses?

Mar 14:64 "You have heard the blasphemy;
how does it seem to you?" And they all
condemned Him to be deserving of death.
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Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders
Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Joh 18:28 Then they *led Jesus from
Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and it was
early; and they themselves did not enter into
the Praetorium so that they would not be
defiled, but might eat the Passover.
Joh 18:31 So Pilate said to them, "Take
Him yourselves, and judge Him according to
your law." The Jews said to him, "We are
not permitted to put anyone to death,"
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Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders
Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Mar 15:10 For he was aware that the chief
priests had handed Him over because of
envy.

Joh 19:7 The Jews answered him, "We
have a law, and by that law He ought to die
because He made Himself out to be the Son
of God."
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Hostile Envious Jewish Leaders
Plot and Work For Jesus’ Death

Joh 19:11 Jesus answered, "You would
have no authority over Me, unless it had
been given you from above; for this reason
he who delivered Me to you has the greater
sin."

Joh 19:12 As a result of this Pilate made
efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out
saying, "If you release this Man, you are no
friend of Caesar; everyone who makes
himself out to be a king opposes Caesar." 46

Jesus Claimed To Willingly Die
For Forgiveness of Our Sins

Joh 10:17 "For this reason the Father loves
Me, because | lay down My life so that | may
take it again.

Joh 10:18 "No one has taken it away from
Me, but | lay it down on My own initiative. |
have authority to lay it down, and | have
authority to take it up again. This
commandment | received from My Father."

47

Jesus Claimed To Willingly Die
For Forgiveness of Our Sins

Joh 7:30 So they were seeking to seize
Him; and no man laid his hand on Him,
because His hour had not yet come.

Luk 9:51 When the days were approaching
for His ascension, He was determined to go
to Jerusalem;

Joh 12:27 "Now My soul has become
troubled; and what shall | say, 'Father, save
Me from this hour'? But for this purpose |
came to this hour. 48




Jesus Claimed To Willingly Die
For Forgiveness of Our Sins

Mar 10:45 "For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many."

Mat 26:28 for this is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins.

Joh 19:30 Therefore when Jesus had
received the sour wine, He said, "It is
finished!" And He bowed His head and gave
up His spirit. 49

Father’'s Glorious Plan Defeats
Satan and Man’s Sinful Plans

Act 2:22 "Men of Israel, listen to these
words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested
to you by God with miracles and wonders
and signs which God performed through
Him in your midst, just as you yourselves
know--

Act 2:23 this Man, delivered over by the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of
God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death. 50

Father’'s Glorious Plan Defeats
Satan and Man’s Sinful Plans

Act 2:24 "But God raised Him up again,
putting an end to the agony of death, since it
was impossible for Him to be held in its
power.

Act 3:13 "The God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified
His servant Jesus, the one whom you
delivered and disowned in the presence of
Pilate, when he had decided to release Him.
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Father’'s Glorious Plan Defeats
Satan and Man’s Sinful Plans

Act 3:14 "But you disowned the Holy and
Righteous One and asked for a murderer to
be granted to you,

Act 3:15 but put to death the Prince of life,
the one whom God raised from the dead, a
fact to which we are witnesses.
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Father’'s Glorious Plan Defeats
Satan and Man’s Sinful Plans

Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of the time
came, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law,

Gal 4:5 so that He might redeem those who
were under the Law, that we might receive
the adoption as sons.
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Who Is Responsible For Jesus’
Death?

The multitude?
Judas Iscariot?

The Romans?

The Jewish leaders?
Jesus?

The Father?

Our sins?
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Who Is Responsible For Jesus’
Death?

* The Romans and the Jews combined to
murder Jesus

» They were guided by ignorance, cruelty,
covetousness, cowardice, hatred and envy

« Although guilty of their sins, the Father
used both Jews and Romans as
instruments to carry out His eternal plan

« Jesus willingly died on the cross so that
the world might be saved, forgiven of our
sins >

Who Is Responsible For Jesus’
Death?

* In reality — the need for Jesus’ death came
about because of our sins, all sins

 Through His death, we may receive
forgiveness of sins if we are willing to obey
the gospel, repent and be baptized

« As Christian, His death provides continued
forgiveness if we are willing to repent,
confess and pray for forgiveness

« Sadly, Christians who fail to repent, crucify
the Lord again %6

Sin — Reason There Was A
Need For Jesus To Die

Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God,

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
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Becoming A Christian —
Receiving Forgiveness of Sins

Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom
you crucified."

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"

58

Becoming A Christian —
Receiving Forgiveness of Sins

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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What A Christian Must Do To
Receive Forgiveness of Sins

Act 8:22 "Therefore repent of this
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that,
if possible, the intention of your heart may
be forgiven you.

1Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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We Crucify Jesus Again When
We Refuse To Repent of Sins

Heb 6:4 For in the case of those who have
once been enlightened and have tasted of
the heavenly gift and have been made
partakers of the Holy Spirit,

Heb 6:5 and have tasted the good word of
God and the powers of the age to come,
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We Crucify Jesus Again When
We Refuse To Repent of Sins

Heb 6:6 and then have fallen away, it is
impossible to renew them again to
repentance, since they again crucify to
themselves the Son of God and put Him to
open shame.
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