The Faith of Abraham

Lesson 4

“if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's descendants,”

The Faith of Abraham

1. An obedient faith

2. Justified by a believing trusting working
faith

3. Walking in a hoping growing faith
4. “if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham's descendants,”

Walking In A Hoping Growing
Faith

1. The promised son and connected
promises

2. Attimes Abraham relied on human
wisdom and power

3. Over time his faith grew stronger hoping
against hope

4. His faith became more patient trusting in
God’s faithfulness and power

5. We must walk in a hoping growing faith
in Christ today 3

“if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's descendants,”

* The Jews took great pride being the
physical descendents of Abraham

* They also took great pride in to some
degree observing circumcision and the
Law of Moses

+ Sadly their trust in being descendents of
Abraham and the Law with their traditions
did not lead them to have faith in God like
Abraham

Misplaced Pride In Being
Abraham’s Descendants

Mat 3:7 But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of
vipers, who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come?

Mat 3:8 "Therefore bear fruit in keeping with
repentance;

Misplaced Pride In Being
Abraham’s Descendants

Mat 3:9 and do not suppose that you can
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for

our father'; for | say to you that from these
stones God is able to raise up children to

Abraham.




“if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's descendants,”

+ Even if we are not physically related to
Abraham, we can become his spiritual
descendents

» God promised Abraham that in his seed all
nations would be blessed

+ Abraham’s lineage is important because of
Jesus Christ (his seed) through whom alll
nations are blessed with forgiveness of
sins and hope of eternal inheritance

“if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's descendants,”

» We too can trust in family relationships or
being related to an institution rather than
having faith in God

* To be saved both Jews and Gentiles must
be in Christ, justified by faith in Christ

+ Belonging to or being in Christ is the only
way we can be spiritual descendants of
Abraham

» We like Abraham are justified by faith in

God not by works of the Law 8

“if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's descendants,”
Gal 3:29 And if you belong to Christ, then

you are Abraham's descendants, heirs
according to promise.

“if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's descendants,”

1. The promised blessing justification by
faith
No one is justified by the Law
The promise given through Christ
Why the Law then?
By faith in Christ we are sons of God
One in Christ descendants of Abraham
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The Promised Blessing
Justification By Faith

Gen 12:3 And | will bless those who bless
you, And the one who curses you | will
curse. And in you all the families of the earth
will be blessed.”

Gen 22:18 "In your seed all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice."
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The Promised Blessing
Justification By Faith

Rom 4:3 For what does the Scripture say?
"ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS
CREDITED TO HIM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS."

Rom 4:4 Now to the one who works, his
wage is not credited as a favor, but as what
is due.
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The Promised Blessing
Justification By Faith

Rom 4:5 But to the one who does not work,
but believes in Him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is credited as
righteousness,
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The Promised Blessing
Justification By Faith

Gal 3:6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD,
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Gal 3:7 Therefore, be sure that it is those
who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.
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The Promised Blessing
Justification By Faith

Gal 3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God

would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached
the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying,

"ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN
YOU."

Gal 3:9 So then those who are of faith are
blessed with Abraham, the believer.

15

No One Is Justified By The Law

Gal 3:10 For as many as are of the works of
the Law are under a curse; for it is written,
"CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES
NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN
THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM
THEM."

Gal 3:11 Now that no one is justified by the
Law before God is evident; for, "THE
RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."
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No One Is Justified By The Law

Gal 3:12 However, the Law is not of faith;
on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES
THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM."
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The Promise Given Through
Christ

Gal 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse
of the Law, having become a curse for us--
for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE
WHO HANGS ON A TREE"--

Gal 3:14 in order that in Christ Jesus the
blessing of Abraham might come to the
Gentiles, so that we would receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.

18




The Promise Given Through
Christ

Gal 3:15 Brethren, | speak in terms of
human relations: even though it is only a
man's covenant, yet when it has been
ratified, no one sets it aside or adds
conditions to it.

Gal 3:16 Now the promises were spoken to
Abraham and to his seed. He does not say,
"And to seeds," as referring to many, but
rather to one, "And to your seed," that is,
Christ. 19

The Promise Given Through
Christ

1Pe 2:24 and He Himself bore our sins in
His body on the cross, so that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness; for by His
wounds you were healed.

Eph 1:7 In Him we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His
grace
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Why The Law Then?

Gal 3:19 Why the Law then? It was added
because of transgressions, having been
ordained through angels by the agency of a
mediator, until the seed would come to
whom the promise had been made.

Gal 3:20 Now a mediator is not for one
party only; whereas God is only one.
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Why The Law Then?

Gal 3:21 Is the Law then contrary to the
promises of God? May it never be! For if a
law had been given which was able to
impart life, then righteousness would indeed
have been based on law.

Gal 3:22 But the Scripture has shut up
everyone under sin, so that the promise by
faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those
who believe.
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Why The Law Then?

Gal 3:23 But before faith came, we were
kept in custody under the law, being shut up
to the faith which was later to be revealed.

Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become
our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may
be justified by faith.

Gal 3:25 But now that faith has come, we
are no longer under a tutor.
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By Faith In Christ We Are Sons
of God

Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus.

Gal 3:27 For all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ.
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We Come Into Relationship
With Christ At Baptism

Rom 6:3 Or do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
have been baptized into His death?

Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried
with Him through baptism into death, so that
as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk
in newness of life.
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We Come Into Relationship
With Christ At Baptism

Act 2:21 'AND IT SHALL BE THAT
EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME
OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.'

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
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We Come Into Relationship
With Christ At Baptism

Act 2:39 "For the promise is for you and
your children and for all who are far off, as
many as the Lord our God will call to
Himself."

Act 22:16 'Now why do you delay? Get up
and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on His name.'
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We Come Into Relationship
With Christ At Baptism

Act 3:25 "ltis you who are the sons of the
prophets and of the covenant which God
made with your fathers, saying to Abraham,
'AND IN YOUR SEED ALL THE FAMILIES
OF THE EARTH SHALL BE BLESSED.'
Act 3:26 "For you first, God raised up His
Servant and sent Him to bless you by
turning every one of you from your wicked
ways."
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One In Christ Descendants of
Abraham

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free man, there is
neither male nor female; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus.

Gal 3:29 And if you belong to Christ, then
you are Abraham's descendants, heirs
according to promise.

29

One In Christ Descendants of

Abraham

1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
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“if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's descendants,”

. The promised blessing justification by

faith

No one is justified by the Law

The promise given through Christ
Why the Law then?

By faith in Christ we are sons of God
One in Christ descendants of Abraham
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