The Power of God’s Word

Lesson 7

Power To Answer Our Prayers
Part 2

The Power of God’s Word

The living and active Word

The foolishness and weakness of God
Power to save us

Power to transform us

Power to overcome our habitual sins
Power to answer our prayers part 1
Power to answer our prayers part 2
Power to raise us to eternal life
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Power To Answer Our Prayers
Part 1

1. God is willing and able to answer the
prayers of His children
2. What is prayer?

3. Jesus our perfect example depended on
His Father to answer His prayers

4. What has God done and is doing to
answer our prayers?

What Has God Done and Is Doing
To Answer Our Prayers?
1. He is creator, ruler of the nations and
near to us who seek him
2. He loves and cares for us

3. He provides salvation and access to him
through Jesus

4. He powerfully supplies all good things to
his children

5. Sometimes he can be persuaded to
change his mind about the answer

Introduction

» Because of too much material, | needed to
divide the lesson on God’s power to
answer our prayers into two parts

+ Now, we focus on how we are to pray in
order for God to answer our prayers

+ And, then some examples of how God
answers our prayers

Introduction

* Too often receiving our requests is
emphasized above any conditions we
must meet in order to pray as God would
have us do

* And, although at times, we do not receive
the answer as we request, we must never
doubt God’s love for us and His power to
answer our prayers

+ Thankfully, He will always do what is best
for us and all
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

* Praying in the name of Jesus does not
mean just saying “in the name of Jesus”

« We are not just to pray in the name of
Jesus, we are to do all things in the name
of Jesus, by His approval, by His authority

* To pray in the name of Jesus is to pray
according to His authority, His will, His
revealed Word, His Divine purpose

Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

* Praying in Jesus’ name does not mean we
can ask for anything we want without
conditions, impose our will over God'’s will

* But, it means whatever we ask in His
name must be according to His revealed
will and His present desire and purpose

« Many pray in Jesus’ name and ignore
doing all things according to His
authoritative Word

Pray In Jesus’ Name According

To God’s Will

Joh 14:12 "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who
believes in Me, the works that | do, he will
do also; and greater works than these he will
do; because | go to the Father.

Joh 14:13 "Whatever you ask in My name,
that will | do, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

Pray In Jesus’ Name According

To God’s Will
Joh 14:14 "If you ask Me anything in My
name, | will do it.

Joh 14:15 "If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments.

Joh 15:7 "If you abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According

To God’s Will

Joh 16:23 "In that day you will not question
Me about anything. Truly, truly, | say to you,
if you ask the Father for anything in My
name, He will give it to you.

Joh 16:24 "Until now you have asked for
nothing in My name; ask and you will
receive, so that your joy may be made full.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According

To God’s Will

Mat 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to
them, saying, "All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth.

Mat 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit,

Mat 28:20 teaching them to observe all that
| commanded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age." 12




Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom
you crucified."

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Act 2:41 So then, those who had received
his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According

To God’s Will

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

Act 8:22 "Therefore repent of this
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that,
if possible, the intention of your heart may
be forgiven you.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

Col 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks through Him to God the Father.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According

To God’s Will

Act 7:59 They went on stoning Stephen as
he called on the Lord and said, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!"

Act 7:60 Then falling on his knees, he cried
out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this
sin against them!" Having said this, he fell
asleep.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

Mat 26:39 And He went a little beyond
them, and fell on His face and prayed,
saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this
cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as
You will."

Mat 26:42 He went away again a second
time and prayed, saying, "My Father, if this
cannot pass away unless | drink it, Your will
be done."
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According

To God’s Will

Joh 18:10 Simon Peter then, having a
sword, drew it and struck the high priest's
slave, and cut off his right ear; and the
slave's name was Malchus.

Joh 18:11 So Jesus said to Peter, "Put the
sword into the sheath; the cup which the
Father has given Me, shall | not drink it?"
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

1Jn 3:21 Beloved, if our heart does not
condemn us, we have confidence before
God;

1Jn 3:22 and whatever we ask we receive
from Him, because we keep His
commandments and do the things that are
pleasing in His sight.

20

Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

1Jn 3:23 This is His commandment, that we
believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ,
and love one another, just as He
commanded us.

1Jn 3:24 The one who keeps His
commandments abides in Him, and He in
him. We know by this that He abides in us,
by the Spirit whom He has given us.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

1Jn 5:14 This is the confidence which we
have before Him, that, if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us.

1Jn 5:15 And if we know that He hears us in
whatever we ask, we know that we have the
requests which we have asked from Him.
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Pray In Jesus’ Name According
To God's Will

1Jn 5:16 If anyone sees his brother
committing a sin not leading to death, he
shall ask and God will for him give life to
those who commit sin not leading to death.
There is a sin leading to death; | do not say
that he should make request for this.

1Jn 5:17 All unrighteousness is sin, and
there is a sin not leading to death.
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Power To Answer Our Prayers
Part 2

1. How must we live and pray to God so He
will answer our prayers?

24




How Must We Live and Pray To God
So He Will Answer Our Prayers?

1. Pray in Jesus’ name according to God’s
will
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Pray With Faith In God

* Praying in faith does not mean faith only in
our requests

* But, it is true we must have no doubt that
God has the power to answer our requests

* To pray in faith means we have a
confident abiding trusting obeying belief in
God based on evidence provided through
His Word
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Pray With Faith In God

* In matters in which He has clearly
revealed His will through His written Word,
we have no doubt He will answer as He
has stated in His Word

* In matters where He has not clearly
revealed how He will answer, we must
continue to trust in and obey Him whatever
answer He may choose to provide for us
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Pray With Faith In God

Mar 11:20 As they were passing by in the
morning, they saw the fig tree withered from
the roots up.

Mar 11:21 Being reminded, Peter *said to
Him, "Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You
cursed has withered."

Mar 11:22 And Jesus *answered saying to
them, "Have faith in God.
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Pray With Faith In God

Mar 11:23 "Truly | say to you, whoever says
to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into
the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but
believes that what he says is going to
happen, it will be granted him.

Mar 11:24 "Therefore | say to you, all things
for which you pray and ask, believe that you
have received them, and they will be
granted you.
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Pray With Faith In God

Jas 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let
him ask of God, who gives to all generously
and without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

Jas 1:6 But he must ask in faith without any
doubting, for the one who doubts is like the
surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the
wind.
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Pray With Faith In God

Jas 1.7 For that man ought not to expect
that he will receive anything from the Lord,

Jas 1.8 being a double-minded man,
unstable in all his ways.
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Pray With Faith In God

Heb 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible
to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him.

Rom 10:17 So faith comes from hearing,
and hearing by the word of Christ.
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Pray With Faith In God

Heb 4:1 Therefore, let us fear if, while a
promise remains of entering His rest, any
one of you may seem to have come short of
it.
Heb 4:2 For indeed we have had good
news preached to us, just as they also; but
the word they heard did not profit them,
because it was not united by faith in those
who heard.
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Pray With Faith In God

1Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Mat 6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and
His righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.
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Pray With Faith In God

Dan 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego replied to the king, "O
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give
you an answer concerning this matter.
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Pray With Faith In God

Dan 3:17 "If it be so, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the furnace
of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of
your hand, O king.

Dan 3:18 "But even if He does not, let it be
known to you, O king, that we are not going
to serve your gods or worship the golden
image that you have set up."
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Pray With Faith In God

2Co 1:8 For we do not want you to be
unaware, brethren, of our affliction which
came to us in Asia, that we were burdened
excessively, beyond our strength, so that we
despaired even of life;

2Co 1:9 indeed, we had the sentence of
death within ourselves so that we would not
trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the
dead;
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Pray With Faith In God

2Co 1:10 who delivered us from so great a
peril of death, and will deliver us, He on
whom we have set our hope. And He will yet
deliver us,
2Co 1:11 you also joining in helping us
through your prayers, so that thanks may be
given by many persons on our behalf for the
favor bestowed on us through the prayers of
many.
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Pray With Faith In God

2Ti4:16 At my first defense no one
supported me, but all deserted me; may it
not be counted against them.

2Ti 4:17 But the Lord stood with me and
strengthened me, so that through me the
proclamation might be fully accomplished,
and that all the Gentiles might hear; and |
was rescued out of the lion's mouth.
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Pray With Faith In God

2Ti 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every
evil deed, and will bring me safely to His
heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Pray Humbly and Unselfishly

Luk 18:9 And He also told this parable to
some people who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and viewed others with
contempt:

Luk 18:10 "Two men went up into the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other
a tax collector.
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Pray Humbly and Unselfishly

Luk 18:11 "The Pharisee stood and was
praying this to himself: 'God, | thank You
that | am not like other people: swindlers,
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector.

Luk 18:12 'l fast twice a week; | pay tithes of
all that | get.'

42




Pray Humbly and Unselfishly

Luk 18:13 "But the tax collector, standing
some distance away, was even unwilling to
lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me,
the sinner!'

Luk 18:14 "l tell you, this man went to his
house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but he who humbles himself will

be exalted."
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Pray Humbly and Unselfishly

Jas 4:1 What is the source of quarrels and
conflicts among you? Is not the source your
pleasures that wage war in your members?

Jas 4:2 You lust and do not have; so you
commit murder. You are envious and cannot
obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not
have because you do not ask.
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Pray Humbly and Unselfishly

Jas 4:3 You ask and do not receive,
because you ask with wrong motives, so
that you may spend it on your pleasures.

Jas 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know
that friendship with the world is hostility
toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to
be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God.
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Pray Forgiving Others and

Treating All Right

Mat 6:14 "For if you forgive others for their
transgressions, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you.

Mat 6:15 "But if you do not forgive others,
then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions.
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Pray Forgiving Others and
Treating All Right

1Pe 3:7 You husbands in the same way,
live with your wives in an understanding
way, as with someone weaker, since she is
a woman; and show her honor as a fellow
heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers
will not be hindered.
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Pray Reverently Depending On
God For All Things

Mat 6:9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father
who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.

Mat 6:10 "Your kingdom come. Your will be
done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Mat 6:11 'Give us this day our daily bread.

Mat 6:12 'And forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors.
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Pray Reverently Depending On
God For All Things

Mat 6:13 'And do not lead us into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For
Yours is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.]'

Heb 5:7 In the days of His flesh, He offered
up both prayers and supplications with loud
crying and tears to the One able to save Him
from death, and He was heard because of
His piety.
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Pray Persistently With
Thanksgiving

Php 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.

Php 4:7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all comprehension, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Pray Persistently With
Thanksgiving
1Th 5:16 Rejoice always;

1Th 5:17 pray without ceasing;

1Th 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

51

Power To Answer Our Prayers
Part 2

1. How must we live and pray to God so He
will answer our prayers?
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How Must We Live and Pray To God
So He Will Answer Our Prayers?

1. Pray in Jesus’ name according to God’s
will

Pray with faith in God

Pray humbly and unselfishly

Pray forgiving others and treating all right
Pray reverently depending on God for all
things

6. Pray persistently with thanksgiving

Ok~ owDd
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Some Examples of How God

Answers Prayers
* God has the desire and power to answer
our prayers
* As we pray in faith trusting in and obeying
His Word, He will answer us according to
His promises that He has revealed to us
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Some Examples of How God

Answers Prayers

* When we pray about things He has not
specifically revealed how He will answer
us, we are often disappointed when we
believe he does not answer us at all or
answers us in a way that we did not
request

* If we have asked something that is
according to His will with the right
attitudes, then we can always be assured

He answers us in the best way o

Forgives Sins of Penitent
Christians

Act 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom
you crucified."

Act 2:37 Now when they heard this, they
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what
shall we do?"
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Forgives Sins of Penitent
Christians

Act 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Act 2:41 So then, those who had received
his word were baptized; and that day there
were added about three thousand souls.
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Forgives Sins of Penitent
Christians

Act 2:42 They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

Act 8:22 "Therefore repent of this
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that,
if possible, the intention of your heart may
be forgiven you.

58

Forgives Sins of Penitent
Christians

1Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Jas 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to
one another, and pray for one another so
that you may be healed. The effective prayer
of a righteous man can accomplish much.
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Spiritual Wisdom

Jas 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let
him ask of God, who gives to all generously
and without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

Jas 1:6 But he must ask in faith without any
doubting, for the one who doubts is like the
surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the
wind.
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Maturing In Faith of Christians

Col 1:9 For this reason also, since the day
we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray
for you and to ask that you may be filled with
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,

Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all
respects, bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God;
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Maturing In Faith of Christians

Col 1:11 strengthened with all power,
according to His glorious might, for the
attaining of all steadfastness and patience;
joyously

Col 1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who
has qualified us to share in the inheritance
of the saints in Light.
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Provides Our Daily Needs

Mat 6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and
His righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.

Mat 6:11 'Give us this day our daily bread.
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Divine Peace And Strength To
Overcome Anxiety

Php 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.

Php 4:7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all comprehension, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Divine Peace And Strength To
Overcome Anxiety

Php 4:13 | can do all things through Him
who strengthens me.

Php 4:19 And my God will supply all your
needs according to His riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.
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Comfort In And Deliverance
From All Our Afflictions

1Co 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he
stands take heed that he does not fall.

1Co 10:13 No temptation has overtaken
you but such as is common to man; and
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, so that you will be able to
endure it.
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Comfort In And Deliverance
From All Our Afflictions

1Co 10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from
idolatry.

Mat 26:41 "Keep watching and praying that
you may not enter into temptation; the spirit
is willing, but the flesh is weak."
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Comfort In And Deliverance
From All Our Afflictions

2Co 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort,

2Co 1:4 who comforts us in all our affliction
so that we will be able to comfort those who
are in any affliction with the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God.
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Comfort In And Deliverance

From All Our Afflictions

2Co 1:5 For just as the sufferings of Christ
are ours in abundance, so also our comfort
is abundant through Christ.

2Co 1:6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your
comfort and salvation; or if we are
comforted, it is for your comfort, which is
effective in the patient enduring of the same
sufferings which we also suffer;
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Comfort In And Deliverance
From All Our Afflictions

2Co 1:7 and our hope for you is firmly
grounded, knowing that as you are sharers
of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of
our comfort.

2Co 1:8 For we do not want you to be
unaware, brethren, of our affliction which
came to us in Asia, that we were burdened
excessively, beyond our strength, so that we
despaired even of life;
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Comfort In And Deliverance
From All Our Afflictions

2Co 1:9 indeed, we had the sentence of
death within ourselves so that we would not
trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the
dead;

2Co 1:10 who delivered us from so great a
peril of death, and will deliver us, He on
whom we have set our hope. And He will yet
deliver us,
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Comfort In And Deliverance
From All Our Afflictions

2Co 1:11 you also joining in helping us
through your prayers, so that thanks may be
given by many persons on our behalf for the
favor bestowed on us through the prayers of
many.
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Comfort In And Deliverance
From All Our Afflictions

2Ti 4:17 But the Lord stood with me and
strengthened me, so that through me the
proclamation might be fully accomplished,
and that all the Gentiles might hear; and |
was rescued out of the lion's mouth.

2Ti 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every
evil deed, and will bring me safely to His
heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Saves The Lost By His Gospel

Rom 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and
my prayer to God for them is for their
salvation.

Rom 10:2 For | testify about them that they
have a zeal for God, but not in accordance
with knowledge.
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Saves The Lost By His Gospel

Rom 10:3 For not knowing about God's
righteousness and seeking to establish their
own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteousness of God.

Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone who believes.
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He Will Receive Our Spirits To

Eternal Life

Luk 23:42 And he was saying, "Jesus,
remember me when You come in Your
kingdom!"

Luk 23:43 And He said to him, "Truly | say
to you, today you shall be with Me in
Paradise."

Luk 23:46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud
voice, said, "Father, INTO YOUR HANDS |
COMMIT MY SPIRIT." Having said this, He

breathed His last. 76

He Will Receive Our Spirits To
Eternal Life

Act 7:58 When they had driven him out of
the city, they began stoning him; and the
witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of
a young man named Saul.

Act 7:59 They went on stoning Stephen as
he called on the Lord and said, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!"
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He Will Receive Our Spirits To
Eternal Life

Act 7:60 Then falling on his knees, he cried
out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this
sin against them!" Having said this, he fell
asleep.
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Power To Answer Our Prayers
Part 2

1. How must we live and pray to God so He
will answer our prayers?

2. Some examples of how God answers
prayers
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Some Examples of How God
Answers Prayers

1. God graciously answers us according to
His revealed word

80

God Graciously Answers Us
According To His Revealed Word

. Forgives sins of penitent Christians
Spiritual wisdom

Maturing in faith of Christians
Provides our daily needs

Divine peace and strength to overcome
anxiety

6. Comfort in and deliverance from all our
afflictions

7. Saves the lost by His gospel
8. He will receive our spirits to eternal life 8
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:9 'Why have you despised the word
of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You
have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the
sword, have taken his wife to be your wife,
and have killed him with the sword of the
sons of Ammon.

2Sa 12:10 'Now therefore, the sword shall
never depart from your house, because you
have despised Me and have taken the wife

of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife." .

God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:11 "Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, |
will raise up evil against you from your own
household; | will even take your wives
before your eyes and give them to your
companion, and he will lie with your wives in
broad daylight.
2Sa 12:12 'Indeed you did it secretly, but |
will do this thing before all Israel, and under
the sun."
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:13 Then David said to Nathan, "I
have sinned against the LORD." And Nathan
said to David, "The LORD also has taken
away your sin; you shall not die.

2Sa 12:14 "However, because by this deed
you have given occasion to the enemies of

the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that

is born to you shall surely die."
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:15 So Nathan went to his house.
Then the LORD struck the child that Uriah's
widow bore to David, so that he was very
sick.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:16 David therefore inquired of God
for the child; and David fasted and went and
lay all night on the ground.

2Sa 12:17 The elders of his household
stood beside him in order to raise him up
from the ground, but he was unwilling and
would not eat food with them.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:18 Then it happened on the seventh
day that the child died. And the servants of
David were afraid to tell him that the child
was dead, for they said, "Behold, while the
child was still alive, we spoke to him and he
did not listen to our voice. How then can we
tell him that the child is dead, since he might
do himself harm!"
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:19 But when David saw that his
servants were whispering together, David
perceived that the child was dead; so David
said to his servants, "Is the child dead?" And
they said, "He is dead."
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:20 So David arose from the ground,
washed, anointed himself, and changed his
clothes; and he came into the house of the
LORD and worshiped. Then he came to his
own house, and when he requested, they
set food before him and he ate.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:21 Then his servants said to him,
"What is this thing that you have done?
While the child was alive, you fasted and
wept; but when the child died, you arose and
ate food."

2Sa 12:22 He said, "While the child was still
alive, | fasted and wept; for | said, 'Who
knows, the LORD may be gracious to me,
that the child may live.'
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Does Not Change His Mind

2Sa 12:23 "But now he has died; why
should | fast? Can | bring him back again? |
will go to him, but he will not return to me."

9

God Graciously Allows Our Requests
and Changes His Mind

2Ki 20:1 In those days Hezekiah became
mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the son of
Amoz came to him and said to him, "Thus
says the LORD, 'Set your house in order, for
you shall die and not live."

2Ki 20:2 Then he turned his face to the wall
and prayed to the LORD, saying,
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
and Changes His Mind

2Ki 20:3 "Remember now, O LORD, |
beseech You, how | have walked before You
in truth and with a whole heart and have
done what is good in Your sight." And
Hezekiah wept bitterly.

2Ki 20:4 Before Isaiah had gone out of the
middle court, the word of the LORD came to
him, saying,
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
and Changes His Mind

2Ki 20:5 "Return and say to Hezekiah the
leader of My people, 'Thus says the LORD,
the God of your father David, "I have heard
your prayer, | have seen your tears; behold,
| will heal you. On the third day you shall go
up to the house of the LORD.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
and Changes His Mind

2Ki 20:6 "l will add fifteen years to your life,
and | will deliver you and this city from the
hand of the king of Assyria; and | will defend
this city for My own sake and for My servant
David's sake.""

2Ki 20:7 Then Isaiah said, "Take a cake of
figs." And they took and laid it on the boil,
and he recovered.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 1:2 How long, O LORD, will | call for
help, And You will not hear? | cry out to You,
"Violence!" Yet You do not save.

Hab 1:3 Why do You make me see iniquity,
And cause me to look on wickedness? Yes,
destruction and violence are before me;
Strife exists and contention arises.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 1:4 Therefore the law is ignored And
justice is never upheld. For the wicked
surround the righteous; Therefore justice
comes out perverted.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 1:5 "Look among the nations! Observe!
Be astonished! Wonder! Because | am doing
something in your days-- You would not
believe if you were told.

Hab 1:6 "For behold, | am raising up the
Chaldeans, That fierce and impetuous
people Who march throughout the earth To
seize dwelling places which are not theirs.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 1:11 "Then they will sweep through like
the wind and pass on. But they will be held
guilty, They whose strength is their god."
Hab 1:12 Are You not from everlasting, O
LORD, my God, my Holy One? We will not
die. You, O LORD, have appointed them to
judge; And You, O Rock, have established
them to correct.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 1:13 Your eyes are too pure to approve
evil, And You can not look on wickedness
with favor. Why do You look with favor On
those who deal treacherously? Why are You
silent when the wicked swallow up Those
more righteous than they?

Hab 2:4 "Behold, as for the proud one, His
soul is not right within him; But the righteous
will live by his faith.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 2:7 "Will not your creditors rise up
suddenly, And those who collect from you
awaken? Indeed, you will become plunder
for them.

Hab 2:8 "Because you have looted many
nations, All the remainder of the peoples will
loot you-- Because of human bloodshed and
violence done to the land, To the town and
all its inhabitants.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 3:1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet,
according to Shigionoth.

Hab 3:2 LORD, | have heard the report
about You and | fear. O LORD, revive Your
work in the midst of the years, In the midst
of the years make it known; In wrath
remember mercy.

102




God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 3:16 | heard and my inward parts
trembled, At the sound my lips quivered.
Decay enters my bones, And in my place |
tremble. Because | must wait quietly for the
day of distress, For the people to arise who
will invade us.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 3:17 Though the fig tree should not
blossom And there be no fruit on the vines,
Though the yield of the olive should fail And
the fields produce no food, Though the flock
should be cut off from the fold And there be
no cattle in the stalls,
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

Hab 3:18 Yet | will exult in the LORD, | will
rejoice in the God of my salvation.

Hab 3:19 The Lord GOD is my strength,
And He has made my feet like hinds' feet,
And makes me walk on my high places. For
the choir director, on my stringed
instruments.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

2Co 12:7 Because of the surpassing
greatness of the revelations, for this reason,
to keep me from exalting myself, there was
given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger
of Satan to torment me--to keep me from
exalting myself!

2Co 12:8 Concerning this | implored the
Lord three times that it might leave me.

106

God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

2Co 12:9 And He has said to me, "My grace
is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness." Most gladly, therefore, | will
rather boast about my weaknesses, so that
the power of Christ may dwell in me.
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God Graciously Allows Our Requests
But Answers Us In His Own Way

2Co0 12:10 Therefore | am well content with
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses,
with persecutions, with difficulties, for
Christ's sake; for when | am weak, then | am
strong.
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1.

Power To Answer Our Prayers
Part 2

How must we live and pray to God so He
will answer our prayers?

2. Some examples of how God answers

prayers

109

Some Examples of How God
Answers Prayers

. God graciously answers us according to

His revealed word

. God graciously allows our requests but

does not change his mind

. God graciously allows our requests and

changes his mind

. God graciously allows our requests but

answers us in his own way
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