
The Rich Man and Lazarus

Whether we are comforted or 
tormented after death depends on 

if we believe and obey God’s 
Word now
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Introduction

• A parable is an earthly story designed to 
teach a spiritual lesson through a 
comparison

• Some say the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus is a parable

• If it is a parable, it would be the only one 
where Jesus identifies individuals by name

• Also, this story focuses on individuals after 
death teaching us much about life after 
death
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Introduction

• Whether this is a parable or not, the 
lesson is clear, listen to and obey the 
Word of God now so you can be 
comforted and not tormented after death

• Secondarily, we learn that the dead, both 
the wicked and the righteous continue to 
live after death

• At this point in my study, I do not believe 
this is a parable
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The Rich Man and Lazarus

1. Background

2. The story and applications
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Jesus Had Been Speaking To 
The Unrighteous and Covetous

Luk 16:14  Now the Pharisees, who were 
lovers of money, were listening to all these 
things and were scoffing at Him. 

Luk 16:15  And He said to them, "You are 
those who justify yourselves in the sight of 
men, but God knows your hearts; for that 
which is highly esteemed among men is 
detestable in the sight of God. 
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The Ungodly Selfish Rich Man

Luk 16:19  "Now there was a rich man, and 
he habitually dressed in purple and fine 
linen, joyously living in splendor every day. 
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His Sin Was Not Being Rich But Loving 
and Trusting His Riches Instead of God

Luk 12:15  Then He said to them, "Beware, 
and be on your guard against every form of 
greed; for not even when one has an 
abundance does his life consist of his 
possessions.“

Luk 12:20  "But God said to him, 'You fool! 
This very night your soul is required of you; 
and now who will own what you have 
prepared?' 
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His Sin Was Not Being Rich But Loving 
and Trusting His Riches Instead of God

Luk 12:21  "So is the man who stores up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God." 
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His Sin Was Not Being Rich But Loving 
and Trusting His Riches Instead of God

1Ti 6:9  But those who want to get rich fall 
into temptation and a snare and many 
foolish and harmful desires which plunge 
men into ruin and destruction. 

1Ti 6:10  For the love of money is a root of 
all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. 
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His Sin Was Not Being Rich But Loving 
and Trusting His Riches Instead of God

1Ti 6:11  But flee from these things, you 
man of God, and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, perseverance and
gentleness. 

1Ti 6:17  Instruct those who are rich in this 
present world not to be conceited or to fix 
their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but 
on God, who richly supplies us with all 
things to enjoy. 
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His Sin Was Not Being Rich But Loving 
and Trusting His Riches Instead of God

1Ti 6:18  Instruct them to do good, to be rich 
in good works, to be generous and ready to 
share, 

1Ti 6:19  storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, 
so that they may take hold of that which is 
life indeed. 
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Lazarus The Righteous Poor 
Suffering Neglected Beggar

Luk 16:20  "And a poor man named Lazarus 
was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 

Luk 16:21  and longing to be fed with the 
crumbs which were falling from the rich 
man's table; besides, even the dogs were 
coming and licking his sores. 
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Lazarus Poor In This Life But 
Rich In Faith

Mat 5:3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Jas 2:5  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not 
God choose the poor of this world to be rich 
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 
promised to those who love Him? 
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After Death Lazarus Is Comforted 
While The Rich Man is Tormented

Luk 16:22  "Now the poor man died and was 
carried away by the angels to Abraham's 
bosom; and the rich man also died and was 
buried. 

Luk 16:23  "In Hades he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torment, and *saw Abraham far 
away and Lazarus in his bosom. 
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Hades Composed of Paradise 
and A Place of Torment

Act 2:27  BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT 
ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR 
ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO 
DECAY. 

Luk 23:42  And he was saying, "Jesus, 
remember me when You come in Your 
kingdom!" 

Luk 23:43  And He said to him, "Truly I say 
to you, today you shall be with Me in 
Paradise." 16

Hades Is Replaced By Eternal 
Lake of Fire At Judgment

Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, the great 
and the small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life; and 
the dead were judged from the things which 
were written in the books, according to their 
deeds. 
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Hades Is Replaced By Eternal 
Lake of Fire At Judgment

Rev 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it, and death and Hades gave 
up the dead which were in them; and they 
were judged, every one of them according to 
their deeds. 

Rev 20:14  Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire. 
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Hades Is Replaced By Eternal 
Lake of Fire At Judgment

Rev 20:15  And if anyone's name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. 



19

How We Live Now Determines 
Where We Will Go After Death

Mat 25:41  "Then He will also say to those 
on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, 
into the eternal fire which has been prepared 
for the devil and his angels; 

Mat 25:46  "These will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life." 
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After Death Our Eternal Destiny 
Can Never Be Changed

Luk 16:24  "And he cried out and said, 
'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water and cool off my tongue, 
for I am in agony in this flame.' 
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After Death Our Eternal Destiny 
Can Never Be Changed

Luk 16:25  "But Abraham said, 'Child, 
remember that during your life you received 
your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad 
things; but now he is being comforted here, 
and you are in agony. 

Luk 16:26  'And besides all this, between us 
and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that 
those who wish to come over from here to 
you will not be able, and that none may 
cross over from there to us.' 22

The Rich Man Begs For Lazarus 
To Be Sent To His Brothers

Luk 16:27  "And he said, 'Then I beg you, 
father, that you send him to my father's 
house--

Luk 16:28  for I have five brothers--in order 
that he may warn them, so that they will not 
also come to this place of torment.' 
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The Rich Man Begs For Lazarus 
To Be Sent To His Brothers

Luk 16:29  "But Abraham *said, 'They have 
Moses and the Prophets; let them hear 
them.' 

Luk 16:30  "But he said, 'No, father 
Abraham, but if someone goes to them from 
the dead, they will repent!' 

Luk 16:31  "But he said to him, 'If they do 
not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 
will not be persuaded even if someone rises 
from the dead.'" 24

God Designed His Word To 
Save All Who Would Obey

Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, 
and hearing by the word of Christ. 

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 

Act 2:36  "Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 
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God Designed His Word To 
Save All Who Would Obey

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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God Designed His Word To 
Save All Who Would Obey

Act 2:41  So then, those who had received 
his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about three thousand souls. 

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 
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God Designed His Word To 
Save All Who Would Obey

Act 8:22  "Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, 
if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 
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Miracles Are of No Use To 
Those Who Reject God’s Word

Joh 12:9  The large crowd of the Jews then 
learned that He was there; and they came, 
not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might 
also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the 
dead. 

Joh 12:10  But the chief priests planned to 
put Lazarus to death also; 

Joh 12:11  because on account of him many 
of the Jews were going away and were 
believing in Jesus. 
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Miracles Are of No Use To 
Those Who Reject God’s Word

Joh 12:37  But though He had performed so 
many signs before them, yet they were not 
believing in Him. 

Joh 12:38  This was to fulfill the word of 
Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: "LORD, 
WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? 
AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE 
LORD BEEN REVEALED?" 
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Miracles Are of No Use To 
Those Who Reject God’s Word

Joh 12:39  For this reason they could not 
believe, for Isaiah said again, 

Joh 12:40  "HE HAS BLINDED THEIR 
EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR 
HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT 
SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE 
WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE 
CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM." 

Joh 12:41  These things Isaiah said because 
he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. 


