Three Obligations of Love

Lesson 1
Obligations and Nature of Love

Three Obligations of Love

Obligations and nature of love
Love God

Love your neighbor

Love yourself

L~

Introduction

* The New Testament has much to say
about love

+ Perhaps no word has been more distorted
in the so-called Christian world than love

+ Today many wrongly believe loving God is
simply having a warm feeling toward God
producing no visible evidence of
eagerness to listen to His Word to the
point of obeying it

Introduction

* Also, love for others is often reduced to
emotional partial feelings that may act on
someone’s behalf if we feel they are
worthy of our love

+ Sadly, love for others is often eclipsed by
love for animals or even material
possessions

+ Finally, loving oneself is the exaltation of
human pride where all ungodly and selfish
actions of the individual are approved 4

Introduction

* In these lessons, we will study the three
obligations of love, first to God, then to our
neighbors and finally to ourselves

+ Jesus stated love for God is the greatest
commandment of all because from it, we
learn how to obey God, love our neighbors
and ourselves

* We must learn to love God and others
because love is an act of the will not

emotionally based 5

In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:17 "Tell us then, what do You think?
s it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or
not?"

Mat 22:18 But Jesus perceived their malice,
and said, "Why are you testing Me, you
hypocrites?

Mat 22:19 "Show Me the coin used for the
poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius.




In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:20 And He *said to them, "Whose
likeness and inscription is this?"

Mat 22:21 They *said to Him, "Caesar's."
Then He *said to them, "Then render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to
God the things that are God's."

In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:23 On that day some Sadducees
(who say there is no resurrection) came to
Jesus and questioned Him,

Mat 22:24 asking, "Teacher, Moses said, 'IF
A MAN DIES HAVING NO CHILDREN, HIS
BROTHER AS NEXT OF KIN SHALL
MARRY HIS WIFE, AND RAISE UP
CHILDREN FOR HIS BROTHER!'

In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:25 "Now there were seven brothers
with us; and the first married and died, and
having no children left his wife to his brother;

Mat 22:28 "In the resurrection, therefore,
whose wife of the seven will she be? For
they all had married her."

Mat 22:29 But Jesus answered and said to
them, "You are mistaken, not understanding

the Scriptures nor the power of God.
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In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:30 "For in the resurrection they
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but
are like angels in heaven.

Mat 22:31 "But regarding the resurrection of
the dead, have you not read what was
spoken to you by God:

Mat 22:32 'l AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM,
AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD
OF JACOB'? He is not the God of the dead
but of the living." 10

In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:34 But when the Pharisees heard
that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered themselves together.

Mat 22:35 One of them, a lawyer, asked
Him a question, testing Him,

Mat 22:36 "Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?"
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In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:37 And He said to him, " 'YOU
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL
YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR
MIND."

Mat 22:38 "This is the great and foremost
commandment.
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In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Mat 22:39 "The second is like it, YOU
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS
YOURSELF''

Mat 22:40 "On these two commandments
depend the whole Law and the Prophets."
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In His Conflict With Religious Leaders,
Jesus Teaches On Love

Deu 6:5 "You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might.

Lev 19:18 'You shall not take vengeance,
nor bear any grudge against the sons of
your people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself; | am the LORD.
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Jesus Reveals Three
Obligations of Love

+ Jesus answers the lawyer by appealing to
Deu. 6:5 and Lev. 19:18

* In His answer, He reveals the three
obligations of love, to love God above all
which includes all of our obligations
religious, moral and personal

* Then, we are to love our neighbors as
ourselves, placing the two obligations
together, loving others as we love
ourselves 15

Love God Above All

Rev 4:11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our
God, to receive glory and honor and power;
for You created all things, and because of
Your will they existed, and were created."

Mat 4:10 Then Jesus *said to him, "Go,
Satan! For it is written, "YOU SHALL
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND
SERVE HIM ONLY."
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Love Your Neighbor As Yourself

Mat 7:12 "In everything, therefore, treat
people the same way you want them to treat
you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
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Love Self

Eph 5:28 So husbands ought also to love
their own wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his own wife loves himself;

Eph 5:29 for no one ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ also does the church,

Eph 5:30 because we are members of His
body.
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The Nature of Love

* In the New Testament, two Greek words
are translated by the English word love

+ These words are agapao and phileo

+ Misunderstanding the difference between
them results in great confusion about love

+ Jesus uses the verb agapao pointing to a
love rooted in the deliberate unselfish
choice of the mind and will rather than
phileo, a love rooted in warm feelings and
affection 19

Agapao (G25)

"Love can be known only from the actions it
prompts. God's love is seen in the gift of His
Son, 1Jo_4:9, 1Jo_4:10. But obviously this
is not the love of complacency, or affection,
that is, it was not drawn out by any
excellency in its objects, Rom_5:8. It was an
exercise of the divine will in deliberate
choice, made without assignable cause save
that which lies in the nature of God Himself,
Cf. Deu_7:7, Deu_7:8. 20

Agapao (G25)

In respect of agapao as used of God, it
expresses the deep and constant "love" and
interest of a perfect Being towards entirely
unworthy objects, producing and fostering a
reverential "love" in them towards the Giver,
and a practical "love" towards those who are
partakers of the same, and a desire to help
others to seek the Giver.”

Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words 21

Phileo (G5368)

“... to be distinguished from agapao in this,
that phileo more nearly represents "tender
affection." The two words are used for the
"love" of the Father for the Son, Joh_3:35
(No. 1), and Joh _5:20 (No. 2); for the
believer, Joh_14:21 (No. 1) and Joh_16:27
(No. 2); ... if each is used with reference to
the same objects, as just mentioned, each
word retains its distinctive and essential
character. ”

Phileo (G5368)

The distinction between the two verbs finds
a conspicuous instance in the narrative of
Joh 21:15-17. The context itself indicates
that agapao in the first two questions
suggests the "love" that values and esteems
(cf. Rev_12:11). It is an unselfish "love,"
ready to serve. The use of phileo in Peter's
answers and the Lord's third question,
conveys the thought of cherishing the Object

above all else, ... “ Vine's Complete Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words 23

Agapao and Phileo

+ Agapao is active goodwill toward others,
willingly choosing to sacrifice for them,
whether they deserve it or not

+ While phileo focuses on the affections and
sentiments of friendship

+ Although we are to love God and one
another with both, we focus on agapao
and its three obligations because phileo
must be guided by this highest form of
love 24




Agapao and Phileo

Joh 21:15 So when they had finished
breakfast, Jesus *said to Simon Peter,
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me more
than these?" He *said to Him, "Yes, Lord;
You know that | love You." He *said to him,
"Tend My lambs."
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Agapao and Phileo

Joh 21:16 He *said to him again a second
time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?"
He *said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that |
love You." He *said to him, "Shepherd My
sheep."
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Agapao and Phileo

Joh 21:17 He *said to him the third time,
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?"
Peter was grieved because He said to him
the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he
said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You
know that | love You." Jesus *said to him,
"Tend My sheep.
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Agapao and Phileo

Joh 21:18 "Truly, truly, | say to you, when
you were younger, you used to gird yourself
and walk wherever you wished; but when
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands
and someone else will gird you, and bring
you where you do not wish to go."

Joh 21:19 Now this He said, signifying by
what kind of death he would glorify God.

And when He had spoken this, He *said to
him, "Follow Me!" 28

Agapao and Phileo

Joh 15:13 "Greater love has no one than
this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

Joh 15:14 "You are My friends if you do
what | command you.
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Obligations and Nature of Love

1. In His conflict with religious leaders,
Jesus teaches on love

2. Jesus reveals three obligations of love
3. The nature of love
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