
Three Obligations of Love

Lesson 3

Love Your Neighbor
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Three Obligations of Love

1. Obligations and nature of love

2. Love God

3. Love your neighbor

4. Love yourself
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Love God

1. Loving God must be the consuming 
devoted commitment of our lives

2. Our love for God is a response to how 
He has loved us

3. Loving God means reverently listening to 
God’s Word
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Love God

4. Loving God means humbly obeying 
God’s Word

5. Loving God means seeking His glory 
above all obeying His Word
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Introduction

• Loving God is the foremost commandment 
and includes all three obligations of love, 
love God first, then your neighbor and 
finally your self

• Loving our neighbor is tied to first loving 
God and then to loving self

• Jesus has set the perfect example of how 
to love our neighbor
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Introduction

• Although there will be many challenges to 
loving our neighbors as God has 
commanded, by His grace through His 
gospel working in us, we can learn to love 
others as He demands

• Loving our neighbors is an unselfish, 
sacrificial choice that we must willingly 
make to please God above all
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Loving Our Neighbor Connected To 
Loving God And Loving Self

Mar 12:28  One of the scribes came and 
heard them arguing, and recognizing that He 
had answered them well, asked Him, "What 
commandment is the foremost of all?" 

Mar 12:29  Jesus answered, "The foremost 
is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR 
GOD IS ONE LORD; 
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Loving Our Neighbor Connected To 
Loving God And Loving Self

Mar 12:30  AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE 
LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR 
HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR STRENGTH.' 

Mar 12:31  "The second is this, 'YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF.' There is no other 
commandment greater than these." 
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Loving Our Neighbor Connected To 
Loving God And Loving Self

Mar 12:32  The scribe said to Him, "Right, 
Teacher; You have truly stated that HE IS 
ONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE 
BESIDES HIM; 

Mar 12:33  AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL 
THE HEART AND WITH ALL THE 
UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE 
STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE ONE'S 
NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more 
than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 10

Loving Our Neighbor Connected To 
Loving God And Loving Self

Mar 12:34  When Jesus saw that he had 
answered intelligently, He said to him, "You 
are not far from the kingdom of God." After 
that, no one would venture to ask Him any 
more questions. 
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Loving Our Neighbor Connected To 
Loving God And Loving Self

1Jn 4:19  We love, because He first loved 
us. 

1Jn 4:20  If someone says, "I love God," and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one 
who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. 

1Jn 4:21  And this commandment we have 
from Him, that the one who loves God 
should love his brother also. 12

Loving Our Neighbor Connected To 
Loving God And Loving Self

Mat 7:12  "In everything, therefore, treat 
people the same way you want them to treat 
you, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 
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Loving Our Neighbor Connected To 
Loving God And Loving Self

Eph 5:28  So husbands ought also to love 
their own wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his own wife loves himself; 

Eph 5:29  for no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ also does the church, 

Eph 5:30  because we are members of His 
body. 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Gen 1:26  Then God said, "Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth." 

Gen 1:27  God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Luk 10:25  And a lawyer stood up and put 
Him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life?" 

Luk 10:26  And He said to him, "What is 
written in the Law? How does it read to 
you?" 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Luk 10:27  And he answered, "YOU SHALL 
LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 

Luk 10:28  And He said to him, "You have 
answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU 
WILL LIVE." 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Luk 10:29  But wishing to justify himself, he 
said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 

Luk 10:30  Jesus replied and said, "A man 
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell among robbers, and they stripped 
him and beat him, and went away leaving 
him half dead. 

Luk 10:31  "And by chance a priest was 
going down on that road, and when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side. 18

Who Is Our Neighbor?

Luk 10:32  "Likewise a Levite also, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side. 

Luk 10:33  "But a Samaritan, who was on a 
journey, came upon him; and when he saw 
him, he felt compassion, 

Luk 10:34  and came to him and bandaged 
up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on 
them; and he put him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 



19

Who Is Our Neighbor?

Luk 10:35  "On the next day he took out two 
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and 
said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more 
you spend, when I return I will repay you.' 

Luk 10:36  "Which of these three do you 
think proved to be a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the robbers' hands?" 

Luk 10:37  And he said, "The one who 
showed mercy toward him." Then Jesus said 
to him, "Go and do the same." 20

Who Is Our Neighbor?

Jas 2:1  My brethren, do not hold your faith 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an 
attitude of personal favoritism. 

Jas 2:2  For if a man comes into your 
assembly with a gold ring and dressed in 
fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor 
man in dirty clothes, 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Jas 2:3  and you pay special attention to the 
one who is wearing the fine clothes, and 
say, "You sit here in a good place," and you 
say to the poor man, "You stand over there, 
or sit down by my footstool," 

Jas 2:4  have you not made distinctions 
among yourselves, and become judges with 
evil motives? 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Jas 2:5  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not 
God choose the poor of this world to be rich 
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 
promised to those who love Him? 

Jas 2:6  But you have dishonored the poor 
man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and 
personally drag you into court? 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Jas 2:7  Do they not blaspheme the fair 
name by which you have been called? 

Jas 2:8  If, however, you are fulfilling the 
royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 
YOURSELF," you are doing well. 

Jas 2:9  But if you show partiality, you are 
committing sin and are convicted by the law 
as transgressors. 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Jas 2:10  For whoever keeps the whole law 
and yet stumbles in one point, he has 
become guilty of all. 

Jas 2:11  For He who said, "DO NOT 
COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT 
COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not 
commit adultery, but do commit murder, you 
have become a transgressor of the law. 
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Who Is Our Neighbor?

Jas 2:12  So speak and so act as those who 
are to be judged by the law of liberty. 

Jas 2:13  For judgment will be merciless to 
one who has shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment.
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Love Your Neighbor

1. Loving our neighbor connected to loving 
God and loving self

2. Who is our neighbor?
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Jesus The Perfect Example of 
Loving Your Neighbor

Joh 13:5  Then He *poured water into the 
basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet 
and to wipe them with the towel with which 
He was girded. 

Joh 13:12  So when He had washed their 
feet, and taken His garments and reclined at 
the table again, He said to them, "Do you 
know what I have done to you? 

Joh 13:13  "You call Me Teacher and Lord; 
and you are right, for so I am. 28

Jesus The Perfect Example of 
Loving Your Neighbor

Joh 13:14  "If I then, the Lord and the 
Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another's feet. 

Joh 13:15  "For I gave you an example that 
you also should do as I did to you. 

Joh 13:16  "Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave 
is not greater than his master, nor is one 
who is sent greater than the one who sent 
him. 
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Jesus The Perfect Example of 
Loving Your Neighbor

Joh 13:17  "If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them. 

Joh 13:34  "A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another, even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 

Joh 13:35  "By this all men will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another." 
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Jesus The Perfect Example of 
Loving Your Neighbor

Php 2:1  Therefore if there is any 
encouragement in Christ, if there is any 
consolation of love, if there is any fellowship 
of the Spirit, if any affection and 
compassion, 

Php 2:2  make my joy complete by being of 
the same mind, maintaining the same love, 
united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 
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Jesus The Perfect Example of 
Loving Your Neighbor

Php 2:3  Do nothing from selfishness or 
empty conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; 

Php 2:4  do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests 
of others. 
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Jesus The Perfect Example of 
Loving Your Neighbor

Php 2:5  Have this attitude in yourselves 
which was also in Christ Jesus, 

Php 2:6  who, although He existed in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 
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Jesus The Perfect Example of 
Loving Your Neighbor

Php 2:7  but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in 
the likeness of men. 

Php 2:8  Being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. 
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Love Your Enemies

Mat 5:43  "You have heard that it was said, 
'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and 
hate your enemy.' 

Mat 5:44  "But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 
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Love Your Enemies

Mat 5:45  so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He causes His 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 

Mat 5:46  "For if you love those who love 
you, what reward do you have? Do not even 
the tax collectors do the same? 
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Love Your Enemies

Mat 5:47  "If you greet only your brothers, 
what more are you doing than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same? 

Mat 5:48  "Therefore you are to be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
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Do Good To All

Gal 6:9  Let us not lose heart in doing good, 
for in due time we will reap if we do not grow 
weary. 

Gal 6:10  So then, while we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and 
especially to those who are of the household 
of the faith. 
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Preach The Gospel To The Lost

Joh 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. 

Act 2:36  "Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 
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Preach The Gospel To The Lost

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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Preach The Gospel To The Lost

Act 2:41  So then, those who had received 
his word were baptized; and that day there 
were added about three thousand souls. 

Act 2:42  They were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 
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Love Brethren

1Co 13:4  Love is patient, love is kind and is 
not jealous; love does not brag and is not 
arrogant, 

1Co 13:5  does not act unbecomingly; it 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, does 
not take into account a wrong suffered, 

1Co 13:6  does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 

1Co 13:7  bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 42

Love Brethren

Heb 10:24  and let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds, 

Heb 10:25  not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all 
the more as you see the day drawing near. 



43

Love Brethren

Eph 4:11  And He gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, 

Eph 4:12  for the equipping of the saints for 
the work of service, to the building up of the 
body of Christ; 
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Love Brethren

Eph 4:13  until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the 
stature which belongs to the fullness of 
Christ. 

Eph 4:14  As a result, we are no longer to be 
children, tossed here and there by waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of men, by craftiness in 
deceitful scheming; 
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Love Brethren

Eph 4:15  but speaking the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is 
the head, even Christ, 

Eph 4:16  from whom the whole body, being 
fitted and held together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of 
each individual part, causes the growth of 
the body for the building up of itself in love. 
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Love Brethren

Gal 5:13  For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom into 
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another. 

Gal 5:14  For the whole Law is fulfilled in 
one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 

Gal 5:15  But if you bite and devour one 
another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another. 
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Love Brethren

1Jn 3:16  We know love by this, that He laid 
down His life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 

1Jn 3:17  But whoever has the world's 
goods, and sees his brother in need and 
closes his heart against him, how does the 
love of God abide in him? 

1Jn 3:18  Little children, let us not love with 
word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 
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Love Brethren

1Pe 4:8  Above all, keep fervent in your love 
for one another, because love covers a 
multitude of sins. 

Rom 4:7  "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE 
LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN 
FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE 
BEEN COVERED. 

Rom 4:8  "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE 
SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT." 
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Love Brethren

Eph 4:31  Let all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice. 

Eph 4:32  Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ also has forgiven you.
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Love Brethren

Luk 17:3  "Be on your guard! If your brother 
sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive 
him. 

Luk 17:4  "And if he sins against you seven 
times a day, and returns to you seven times, 
saying, 'I repent,' forgive him." 
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Love Brethren

Rom 14:1  Now accept the one who is weak 
in faith, but not for the purpose of passing 
judgment on his opinions. 

Rom 14:2  One person has faith that he may 
eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only. 
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Love Brethren

Rom 14:3  The one who eats is not to regard 
with contempt the one who does not eat, 
and the one who does not eat is not to judge 
the one who eats, for God has accepted 
him.

Rom 14:13  Therefore let us not judge one 
another anymore, but rather determine this--
not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in 
a brother's way. 
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Love Brethren

Rom 14:14  I know and am convinced in the 
Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; 
but to him who thinks anything to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean. 

Rom 14:15  For if because of food your 
brother is hurt, you are no longer walking 
according to love. Do not destroy with your 
food him for whom Christ died. 
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Love Brethren

Rom 15:1  Now we who are strong ought to 
bear the weaknesses of those without 
strength and not just please ourselves. 

Rom 15:2  Each of us is to please his 
neighbor for his good, to his edification. 

Rom 15:3  For even Christ did not please 
Himself; but as it is written, "THE 
REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO 
REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME." 
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Love Your Neighbor

1. Loving our neighbor connected to loving 
God and loving self

2. Who is our neighbor?

3. Jesus the perfect example of loving your 
neighbor

4. Some ways we are to love our neighbors


