True Friends and Enemies

We often fail to see the difference
between friends who are enemies
and enemies who are friends

Introduction

* One of the great blessings in life is having
true friends

+ With these friends, we are able to share
the deepest griefs and heaviest burdens
along with the greatest joys in this life

* Through their prayers, comforting words
and advice based on Scriptures, we are
often helped to endure and sometimes
solve our difficult trials in life

Introduction

» With these friends, we can entrust our
deepest feelings

+ Sadly, we often can become confused
about who really are our true friends

* Ironically, some friends may in fact be our
enemies while those appearing to be
enemies may really be our friends

We Must Learn To Distinguish
True Friends and Enemies

Pro 27:5 Better is open rebuke Than love
that is concealed.

Pro 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend,
But deceitful are the kisses of an enemy.

True Friends and Enemies

1. Bible meaning and characteristics of true
friends

2. Examples of friends who were enemies
3. Examples of enemies who were friends

A Friend |s Always There When
Needed

Pro 17:17 A friend loves at all times, And a
brother is born for adversity.




A Friend |s Always There When
Needed

Rth 1:15 Then she said, "Behold, your
sister-in-law has gone back to her people
and her gods; return after your sister-in-law."

Rth 1:16 But Ruth said, "Do not urge me to
leave you or turn back from following you;
for where you go, | will go, and where you
lodge, | will lodge. Your people shall be my
people, and your God, my God.

A Friend |s Always There When
Needed

Rth 1:17 "Where you die, | will die, and
there | will be buried. Thus may the LORD
do to me, and worse, if anything but death
parts you and me."

Rth 1:18 When she saw that she was
determined to go with her, she said no more
to her.

A Friend Stimulates Our Thinking
So We Can Think Things Through

Pro 27:17 Iron sharpens iron, So one man
sharpens another.

Friendship Should Be Beneficial
To Both Persons

Ecc 4:9 Two are better than one because

they have a good return for their labor.

Ecc 4:10 For if either of them falls, the one
will lift up his companion. But woe to the one
who falls when there is not another to lift him

up.
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Friendship Should Be Beneficial
To Both Persons

Ecc 4:11 Furthermore, if two lie down
together they keep warm, but how can one
be warm alone?

Ecc 4:12 And if one can overpower him who
is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three
strands is not quickly torn apart.
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Our Closest Friendships Must Be
Based On Following God’s Word

Jas 2:20 But are you willing to recognize,
you foolish fellow, that faith without works is
useless?

Jas 2:21 Was not Abraham our father
justified by works when he offered up Isaac
his son on the altar?

Jas 2:22 You see that faith was working
with his works, and as a result of the works,

faith was perfected;
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Our Closest Friendships Must Be
Based On Following God’s Word

Jas 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED
GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM
AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called
the friend of God.

Jas 2:24 You see that a man is justified by
works and not by faith alone.
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Absalom A Friend Who Was An
Enemy

2Sa 15:2 Absalom used to rise early and
stand beside the way to the gate; and when
any man had a suit to come to the king for
judgment, Absalom would call to him and
say, "From what city are you?" And he
would say, "Your servant is from one of the
tribes of Israel."

2Sa 15:3 Then Absalom would say to him,
"See, your claims are good and right, but no
man listens to you on the part of the king." 14

Absalom A Friend Who Was An
Enemy

2Sa 15:4 Moreover, Absalom would say,
"Oh that one would appoint me judge in the
land, then every man who has any suit or
cause could come to me and | would give
him justice."
2Sa 15:5 And when a man came near to
prostrate himself before him, he would put
out his hand and take hold of him and kiss
him.
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Absalom A Friend Who Was An
Enemy

2Sa 15:6 In this manner Absalom dealt with
all Israel who came to the king for judgment;
so Absalom stole away the hearts of the
men of Israel.
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The Old Prophet A Friend Who
Was An Enemy

1Ki 13:15 Then he said to him, "Come
home with me and eat bread."

1Ki 13:16 He said, "I cannot return with you,
nor go with you, nor will | eat bread or drink
water with you in this place.

1Ki 13:17 "For a command came to me by
the word of the LORD, 'You shall eat no
bread, nor drink water there; do not return

by going the way which you came."
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The Old Prophet A Friend Who
Was An Enemy

1Ki 13:18 He said to him, "l also am a
prophet like you, and an angel spoke to me
by the word of the LORD, saying, 'Bring him
back with you to your house, that he may
eat bread and drink water." But he lied to
him.

1Ki 13:19 So he went back with him, and
ate bread in his house and drank water.
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Judas A Friend Who Was An
Enemy

Mat 26:47 While He was still speaking,
behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up
accompanied by a large crowd with swords
and clubs, who came from the chief priests
and elders of the people.

Mat 26:48 Now he who was betraying Him
gave them a sign, saying, "Whomever | kiss,
He is the one; seize Him."
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Judas A Friend Who Was An
Enemy

Mat 26:49 Immediately Judas went to Jesus
and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed Him.

Mat 26:50 And Jesus said to him, "Friend,
do what you have come for." Then they
came and laid hands on Jesus and seized
Him.
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Elijah An Enemy Who Was A
Friend

1Ki 21:18 "Arise, go down to meet Ahab
king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he
is in the vineyard of Naboth where he has
gone down to take possession of it.

21

Elijah An Enemy Who Was A
Friend

1Ki 21:19 "You shall speak to him, saying,
"Thus says the LORD, "Have you murdered
and also taken possession?" And you shall
speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD,
"In the place where the dogs licked up the
blood of Naboth the dogs will lick up your
blood, even yours.""
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Elijah An Enemy Who Was A
Friend

1Ki 21:20 Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you
found me, O my enemy?" And he answered,
"| have found you, because you have sold
yourself to do evil in the sight of the LORD.

1Ki 21:21 "Behold, | will bring evil upon you,
and will utterly sweep you away, and will cut
off from Ahab every male, both bond and
free in Israel;
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The Prophets Were Enemies
Who Were Friends

2Ch 36:15 The LORD, the God of their
fathers, sent word to them again and again
by His messengers, because He had
compassion on His people and on His
dwelling place;

2Ch 36:16 but they continually mocked the
messengers of God, despised His words
and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath
of the LORD arose against His people, until
there was no remedy. 24




Paul An Enemy Who Was A
Friend

Gal 4:9 But now that you have come to
know God, or rather to be known by God,
how is it that you turn back again to the
weak and worthless elemental things, to
which you desire to be enslaved all over
again?

Gal 4:10 You observe days and months and
seasons and years.

Gal 4:11 | fear for you, that perhaps | have
labored over you in vain. 25

Paul An Enemy Who Was A
Friend

Gal 4:16 So have | become your enemy by
telling you the truth?
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Paul Again An Enemy Who Was
A Friend

Gal 2:11 But when Cephas came to
Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because
he stood condemned.

Gal 2:12 For prior to the coming of certain
men from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles; but when they came, he began to
withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the
party of the circumcision.
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Paul Again An Enemy Who Was
A Friend

Gal 2:13 The rest of the Jews joined him in
hypocrisy, with the result that even

Barnabas was carried away by their
hypocrisy.

Gal 2:14 But when | saw that they were not
straightforward about the truth of the gospel,
| said to Cephas in the presence of all, "If
you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and
not like the Jews, how is it that you compel
the Gentiles to live like Jews? 28

True Friends and Enemies

1. Bible meaning and characteristics of true
friends

2. Examples of friends who were enemies
3. Examples of enemies who were friends
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