
Was Jesus insane?

Was there any validity to this 
harsh criticism of Jesus made by 

His closest friends?
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His friends viewed Jesus as out 
of his mind, insane

Mar 3:20  And He *came home, and the 
crowd *gathered again, to such an extent 
that they could not even eat a meal. 

Mar 3:21  When His own people heard of 
this, they went out to take custody of Him; 
for they were saying, "He has lost His 
senses." 
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His friends viewed Jesus as out 
of his mind, insane

(Mar 3:21 ASV)  And when his friends heard 
it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they 
said, He is beside himself.

(Mar 3:21 NKJV)  But when His own people 
heard about this, they went out to lay hold of 
Him, for they said, "He is out of His mind."
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:14  Now after John had been taken 
into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of God, 

Mar 1:15  and saying, "The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
and believe in the gospel." 

5

How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:16  As He was going along by the Sea 
of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the 
brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; 
for they were fishermen. 

Mar 1:17  And Jesus said to them, "Follow 
Me, and I will make you become fishers of 
men." 

Mar 1:18  Immediately they left their nets 
and followed Him. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:21  They *went into Capernaum; and 
immediately on the Sabbath He entered the 
synagogue and began to teach. 

Mar 1:22  They were amazed at His 
teaching; for He was teaching them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:27  They were all amazed, so that 
they debated among themselves, saying, 
"What is this? A new teaching with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and 
they obey Him." 

Mar 1:28  Immediately the news about Him 
spread everywhere into all the surrounding 
district of Galilee. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:30  Now Simon's mother-in-law was 
lying sick with a fever; and immediately they 
*spoke to Jesus about her. 

Mar 1:31  And He came to her and raised 
her up, taking her by the hand, and the fever 
left her, and she waited on them. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:32  When evening came, after the sun 
had set, they began bringing to Him all who 
were ill and those who were demon-
possessed. 

Mar 1:33  And the whole city had gathered 
at the door. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:34  And He healed many who were ill 
with various diseases, and cast out many 
demons; and He was not permitting the 
demons to speak, because they knew who 
He was. 

Mar 1:41  Moved with compassion, Jesus 
stretched out His hand and touched him, 
and *said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed." 

Mar 1:42  Immediately the leprosy left him 
and he was cleansed. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:43  And He sternly warned him and 
immediately sent him away, 

Mar 1:44  and He *said to him, "See that you 
say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself 
to the priest and offer for your cleansing 
what Moses commanded, as a testimony to 
them." 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 1:45  But he went out and began to 
proclaim it freely and to spread the news 
around, to such an extent that Jesus could 
no longer publicly enter a city, but stayed out 
in unpopulated areas; and they were coming 
to Him from everywhere. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 2:3  And they *came, bringing to Him a 
paralytic, carried by four men. 

Mar 2:4  Being unable to get to Him because 
of the crowd, they removed the roof above 
Him; and when they had dug an opening, 
they let down the pallet on which the 
paralytic was lying. 

Mar 2:5  And Jesus seeing their faith *said 
to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are 
forgiven." 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 2:9  "Which is easier, to say to the 
paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 
'Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk'? 

Mar 2:10  "But so that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins"--He *said to the paralytic, 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 2:11  "I say to you, get up, pick up your 
pallet and go home." 

Mar 2:12  And he got up and immediately 
picked up the pallet and went out in the sight 
of everyone, so that they were all amazed 
and were glorifying God, saying, "We have 
never seen anything like this." 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 2:14  As He passed by, He saw Levi the 
son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax booth, and 
He *said to him, "Follow Me!" And he got up 
and followed Him. 

Mar 2:15  And it *happened that He was 
reclining at the table in his house, and many 
tax collectors and sinners were dining with 
Jesus and His disciples; for there were 
many of them, and they were following Him. 
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How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

Mar 2:16  When the scribes of the Pharisees 
saw that He was eating with the sinners and 
tax collectors, they said to His disciples, 
"Why is He eating and drinking with tax 
collectors and sinners?" 

Mar 2:17  And hearing this, Jesus *said to 
them, "It is not those who are healthy who 
need a physician, but those who are sick; I 
did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners." 
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Jesus lived perfectly righteous 
before God, was sinless

Joh 8:29  "And He who sent Me is with Me; 
He has not left Me alone, for I always do the 
things that are pleasing to Him." 

Joh 14:30  "I will not speak much more with 
you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and 
he has nothing in Me; 

Joh 14:31  but so that the world may know 
that I love the Father, I do exactly as the 
Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go 
from here. 
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When we follow Jesus, we too 
will be criticized by the world

Act 26:22  "So, having obtained help from 
God, I stand to this day testifying both to 
small and great, stating nothing but what the 
Prophets and Moses said was going to take 
place; 

Act 26:23  that the Christ was to suffer, and 
that by reason of His resurrection from the 
dead He would be the first to proclaim light 
both to the Jewish people and to the 
Gentiles." 20

When we follow Jesus, we too 
will be criticized by the world

Act 26:24  While Paul was saying this in his 
defense, Festus *said in a loud voice, "Paul, 
you are out of your mind! Your great 
learning is driving you mad." 

Act 26:25  But Paul *said, "I am not out of 
my mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter 
words of sober truth. 
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When we follow Jesus, we too 
will be criticized by the world

Act 26:26  "For the king knows about these 
matters, and I speak to him also with 
confidence, since I am persuaded that none 
of these things escape his notice; for this 
has not been done in a corner. 

Act 26:27  "King Agrippa, do you believe the 
Prophets? I know that you do." 
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When we follow Jesus, we too 
will be criticized by the world

Act 26:28  Agrippa replied to Paul, "In a 
short time you will persuade me to become 
a Christian." 

Act 26:29  And Paul said, "I would wish to 
God, that whether in a short or long time, not 
only you, but also all who hear me this day, 
might become such as I am, except for 
these chains." 
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When we follow Jesus, we too 
will be criticized by the world

1Pe 2:9  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A 
royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, 
so that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who has called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light; 

1Pe 2:10  for you once were NOT A 
PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE 
OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED 
MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED 
MERCY. 24

When we follow Jesus, we too 
will be criticized by the world

1Pe 2:11  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and 
strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which 
wage war against the soul. 

1Pe 2:12  Keep your behavior excellent 
among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in 
which they slander you as evildoers, they 
may because of your good deeds, as they 
observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.
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Was Jesus insane?

1. His friends viewed Jesus as out of his 
mind, insane

2. How had Jesus behaved that would 
cause such a reaction from His friends?

3. Jesus lived perfectly righteous before 
God, was sinless

4. When we follow Jesus, we too will be 
criticized by the world


