
Worship

Lesson 4

Unauthorized Worship That God 
Rejects
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Worship

1. Who should we worship?

2. What is worship?

3. Why should we worship God?

4. Unauthorized worship that God rejects

5. Authorized worship that God accepts
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Why Should We Worship God?

1. God is Creator, authority over all, Savior 
and perfect in every way

2. Edify (build up) one another in the faith 
based on the Word of God
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Introduction

• No matter how sincere we may be, we do 
not have the authority to offer worship to 
God that He has not commanded

• Whenever tried, God has always rejected 
unauthorized worship from men

• In the New Testament, we can see at least 
three types of unauthorized worship that 
we must avoid today

• To please God, we must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth according to His Word
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God Will Not Accept Unauthorized 
Worship From Men

Gen 4:1  Now the man had relations with his 
wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth 
to Cain, and she said, "I have gotten a 
manchild with the help of the LORD." 

Gen 4:2  Again, she gave birth to his brother 
Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but 
Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

Gen 4:3  So it came about in the course of 
time that Cain brought an offering to the 
LORD of the fruit of the ground. 6

God Will Not Accept Unauthorized 
Worship From Men

Gen 4:4  Abel, on his part also brought of 
the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 
portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel 
and for his offering; 

Gen 4:5  but for Cain and for his offering He 
had no regard. So Cain became very angry 
and his countenance fell. 
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God Will Not Accept Unauthorized 
Worship From Men

Heb 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 

Heb 11:2  For by it the men of old gained 
approval. 

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was not made out of 
things which are visible. 
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God Will Not Accept Unauthorized 
Worship From Men

Heb 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a 
better sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
obtained the testimony that he was 
righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and 
through faith, though he is dead, he still 
speaks.

Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, 
and hearing by the word of Christ. 
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We Must Worship God In Spirit and 
In Truth

Joh 4:23  "But an hour is coming, and now 
is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for such people the 
Father seeks to be His worshipers. 

Joh 4:24  "God is spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth." 
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God Will Not Accept Ignorant 
Worship

• God, after the nations rejected Him, 
allowed them to go their own way

• Men created their own gods (idols) and 
substituted their own sinful standard of 
“morality” for God’s will

• This worship is sinful focusing on the 
wrong objects, promoting a materialistic 
and sensual worship and a standard of 
sinful behavior
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God Will Not Accept Ignorant 
Worship

Act 17:22  So Paul stood in the midst of the 
Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I 
observe that you are very religious in all 
respects. 

Act 17:23  "For while I was passing through 
and examining the objects of your worship, I 
also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO 
AN UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore what you 
worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 
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God Will Not Accept Ignorant 
Worship

Act 17:24  "The God who made the world 
and all things in it, since He is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples 
made with hands; 

Act 17:25  nor is He served by human 
hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He Himself gives to all people life and breath 
and all things; 
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God Will Not Accept Ignorant 
Worship

Act 17:26  and He made from one man 
every nation of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed times and the boundaries of their 
habitation, 

Act 17:27  that they would seek God, if 
perhaps they might grope for Him and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of 
us; 
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God Will Not Accept Ignorant 
Worship

Act 17:28  for in Him we live and move and 
exist, as even some of your own poets have 
said, 'For we also are His children.' 

Act 17:29  "Being then the children of God, 
we ought not to think that the Divine Nature 
is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by the art and thought of man. 
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God Will Not Accept Ignorant 
Worship

Act 17:30  "Therefore having overlooked the 
times of ignorance, God is now declaring to 
men that all people everywhere should 
repent, 

Act 17:31  because He has fixed a day in 
which He will judge the world in 
righteousness through a Man whom He has 
appointed, having furnished proof to all men 
by raising Him from the dead." 
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God Will Not Accept Self-made 
(Self-imposed) Worship

• Self-made also called self-imposed and 
will worship is when men impose 
requirements on themselves that focus on 
the fleshly body, what to eat, drink and 
physical restrictions of the  body

• Also, there can be worship of angels 
involved as we read in Colossians

• This worship is wrong because both the 
object and worship requirements are 
unauthorized

17

God Will Not Accept Self-made 
(Self-imposed) Worship

Col 2:16  Therefore no one is to act as your 
judge in regard to food or drink or in respect 
to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath 
day--

Col 2:17  things which are a mere shadow of 
what is to come; but the substance belongs 
to Christ. 
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God Will Not Accept Self-made 
(Self-imposed) Worship

Col 2:18  Let no one keep defrauding you of 
your prize by delighting in self-abasement 
and the worship of the angels, taking his 
stand on visions he has seen, inflated 
without cause by his fleshly mind, 

Col 2:19  and not holding fast to the head, 
from whom the entire body, being supplied 
and held together by the joints and 
ligaments, grows with a growth which is from 
God. 
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God Will Not Accept Self-made 
(Self-imposed) Worship

Col 2:20  If you have died with Christ to the 
elementary principles of the world, why, as if 
you were living in the world, do you submit 
yourself to decrees, such as, 

Col 2:21  "Do not handle, do not taste, do 
not touch!" 
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God Will Not Accept Self-made 
(Self-imposed) Worship

Col 2:22  (which all refer to things destined 
to perish with use)--in accordance with the 
commandments and teachings of men? 

Col 2:23  These are matters which have, to 
be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-
made religion and self-abasement and 
severe treatment of the body, but are of no 
value against fleshly indulgence. 
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God Will Not Accept Vain 
Worship

• Whenever men insert their own teachings 
for God’s commandments, God will reject 
this as vain worship

• These manmade commandments always 
go beyond what God commands in 
worship

• Also, like in the following example, these 
manmade traditions can cause us to not 
obey what God has commanded
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God Will Not Accept Vain 
Worship

Mar 7:1  The Pharisees and some of the 
scribes gathered around Him when they had 
come from Jerusalem, 

Mar 7:2  and had seen that some of His 
disciples were eating their bread with impure 
hands, that is, unwashed. 

Mar 7:3  (For the Pharisees and all the Jews 
do not eat unless they carefully wash their 
hands, thus observing the traditions of the 
elders; 
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God Will Not Accept Vain 
Worship

Mar 7:4  and when they come from the 
market place, they do not eat unless they 
cleanse themselves; and there are many 
other things which they have received in 
order to observe, such as the washing of 
cups and pitchers and copper pots.) 
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God Will Not Accept Vain 
Worship

Mar 7:5  The Pharisees and the scribes 
*asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not 
walk according to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat their bread with impure hands?" 

Mar 7:6  And He said to them, "Rightly did 
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written: 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH 
THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR 
AWAY FROM ME. 
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God Will Not Accept Vain 
Worship

Mar 7:7  'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY 
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS 
DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.' 

Mar 7:8  "Neglecting the commandment of 
God, you hold to the tradition of men." 

Mar 7:9  He was also saying to them, "You 
are experts at setting aside the 
commandment of God in order to keep your 
tradition. 
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God Will Not Accept Vain 
Worship

Mar 7:10  "For Moses said, 'HONOR YOUR 
FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER'; and, 'HE 
WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR 
MOTHER, IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH'; 

Mar 7:11  but you say, 'If a man says to his 
father or his mother, whatever I have that 
would help you is Corban (that is to say, 
given to God),' 
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God Will Not Accept Vain 
Worship

Mar 7:12  you no longer permit him to do 
anything for his father or his mother; 

Mar 7:13  thus invalidating the word of God 
by your tradition which you have handed 
down; and you do many things such as 
that." 
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Unauthorized Worship That God 
Rejects

1. God will not accept unauthorized worship 
from men

2. God will not accept ignorant worship

3. God will not accept self-made (self-
imposed) worship

4. God will not accept vain worship


