
“you were made sorrowful to 
the point of repentance;”

2 Cor. 7:8-11
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Repentance necessary to 
become a Christian

Act 2:36  "Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made 
Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom 
you crucified." 

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they 
were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 
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Repentance necessary to 
become a Christian

Act 2:38  Peter said to them, "Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
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Repentance necessary to be a 
faithful Christian

Act 8:21  "You have no part or portion in this 
matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

Act 8:22  "Therefore repent of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, 
if possible, the intention of your heart may 
be forgiven you. 
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Introduction

• Why would Paul write a letter to the church 
at Corinth causing them sorrow?

• Their grieving was needed if they were 
going to repent and be saved, remain in 
fellowship (partnership) with God

• This godly sorrow is always necessary to 
lead us to repentance
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Introduction

• Because of public unrepented of sin by a 
Christian there, there was need for his 
repentance

• Also, the church needed to repent for not 
grieving over his sins and obeying God’s 
Word to restore him back to the Lord

• Thankfully, through godly sorrow, the 
sinning church and brother repented 
leading them to return and submit to God
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Introduction

• Our failure to repent, individually and 
congregationally, often is caused by a lack 
of godly sorrow, sorrow caused by sinning 
against a holy and loving God

• Let us learn about godly sorrow that leads 
to repentance, a change of mind that 
causes us to turn from sin to God, leading 
to seek His mercy and faithfully obey Him 
without regret
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Out of anguish and love, Paul wrote a letter 
causing sorrow to the church at Corinth

2Co 2:3  This is the very thing I wrote you, 
so that when I came, I would not have 
sorrow from those who ought to make me 
rejoice; having confidence in you all that my 
joy would be the joy of you all. 

2Co 2:4  For out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart I wrote to you with many 
tears; not so that you would be made 
sorrowful, but that you might know the love 
which I have especially for you. 
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Out of anguish and love, Paul wrote a letter 
causing sorrow to the church at Corinth

2Co 7:8  For though I caused you sorrow by 
my letter, I do not regret it; though I did 
regret it--for I see that that letter caused you 
sorrow, though only for a while--
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Paul rebukes them for not mourning over 
and removing their sinning brother

1Co 5:1  It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and immorality of 
such a kind as does not exist even among 
the Gentiles, that someone has his father's 
wife. 

1Co 5:2  You have become arrogant and 
have not mourned instead, so that the one 
who had done this deed would be removed 
from your midst. 
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Paul rebukes them for not mourning 
over and removing their sinning brother

1Co 5:3  For I, on my part, though absent in 
body but present in spirit, have already 
judged him who has so committed this, as 
though I were present. 

1Co 5:4  In the name of our Lord Jesus, 
when you are assembled, and I with you in 
spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 
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Paul rebukes them for not mourning 
over and removing their sinning brother

1Co 5:5  I have decided to deliver such a 
one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 
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Paul rebukes them for not mourning 
over and removing their sinning brother

1Co 5:6  Your boasting is not good. Do you 
not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump of dough?

1Co 5:7  Clean out the old leaven so that 
you may be a new lump, just as you are in 
fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover 
also has been sacrificed. 
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Paul rebukes them for not mourning 
over and removing their sinning brother

1Co 5:8  Therefore let us celebrate the 
feast, not with old leaven, nor with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
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Paul rebukes them for not mourning 
over and removing their sinning brother

1Co 5:11  But actually, I wrote to you not to 
associate with any so-called brother if he is 
an immoral person, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a 
swindler--not even to eat with such a one. 
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Godly sorrow leads to repentance while 
worldly sorrow leads to death

2Co 7:9  I now rejoice, not that you were 
made sorrowful, but that you were made 
sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you 
were made sorrowful according to the will of
God, so that you might not suffer loss in 
anything through us. 

2Co 7:10  For the sorrow that is according to 
the will of God produces a repentance 
without regret, leading to salvation, but the 
sorrow of the world produces death. 
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Godly sorrow leads to repentance

• This sorrow over their sin was caused by 
the Word of God, causing them to see sin 
as God sees it

• They were sorry because sin is evil in the 
sight of God, an offense against Him who 
is perfect, just, holy, loving and merciful

• Grieved, they turned to God for mercy

• Rejoicing, they obeyed God’s will to 
lovingly discipline the sinning brother, who 
also repented and was restored
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Godly sorrow leads to repentance

Psa 51:3  For I know my transgressions, 
And my sin is ever before me. 

Psa 51:4  Against You, You only, I have 
sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, 
So that You are justified when You speak 
And blameless when You judge.

Mat 5:4  "Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. 
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Godly sorrow leads to repentance

Luk 15:17  "But when he came to his 
senses, he said, 'How many of my father's 
hired men have more than enough bread, 
but I am dying here with hunger! 

Luk 15:18  'I will get up and go to my father, 
and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in your sight; 

Luk 15:19  I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me as one of your 
hired men."'
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Godly sorrow leads to repentance

2Co 7:11  For behold what earnestness this 
very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced 
in you: what vindication of yourselves, what 
indignation, what fear, what longing, what 
zeal, what avenging of wrong! In everything 
you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent 
in the matter. 

21

Godly sorrow leads to repentance

2Co 2:6  Sufficient for such a one is this 
punishment which was inflicted by the 
majority, 

2Co 2:7  so that on the contrary you should 
rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise 
such a one might be overwhelmed by 
excessive sorrow. 

2Co 2:8  Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm 
your love for him. 
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Worldly sorrow produces spiritual 
death, separation from God

• Worldly sorrow focuses on self and 
consequences of sin instead of God

• Worldly sorrow grieves over our sins 
because we are either sorry we got caught 
or sorry because of the physical 
consequences of sin

• We regret our sins and may change but 
remain separated from God, not seeking 
His mercy or submitting to His will
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Worldly sorrow produces spiritual death, 
separation from God

Mat 27:3  Then when Judas, who had 
betrayed Him, saw that He had been 
condemned, he felt remorse and returned 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and elders, 

Mat 27:4  saying, "I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood." But they said, 
"What is that to us? See to that yourself!" 
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Worldly sorrow produces spiritual death, 
separation from God

Mat 27:5  And he threw the pieces of silver 
into the temple sanctuary and departed; and 
he went away and hanged himself. 
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Worldly sorrow produces spiritual death, 
separation from God

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
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“you were made sorrowful to the 
point of repentance;”

1. Repentance necessary to become and 
live as a Christian

2. Out of anguish and love, Paul wrote a 
letter causing sorrow to the church at 
Corinth

3. Paul rebukes them for not mourning over 
and removing their sinning brother

4. Godly sorrow leads to repentance while 
worldly sorrow leads to death


